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“You realise how utterly ridiculous our position was.
They are just ordinary folk these people; and well or ill,
they sing and enjoy themselves while we, proud
inheritors, can but blush and apologise... It made me
look small among these people.”
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“I cannot help it for, I am under a vow to do this work
in history - it is to try to recover, if I can sometimes, the
historical trophies of our ancestors, which have been
wrested from them, and until then, lose whatever I may
in the domain of letters.... in doing so, I may not do
anything in the subject of my love, while I may fail in
doing anything in the othier and thus at last may have
made an exit without having done anything.”
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“1 shall be highly obliged to you, rather I consider it a
great service you would do to Indian Art and to your
friend, if you make up your mind not to publish my
pictures. It is a request.” (30-9-1930)
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“I cannot, in the interest of Art, think of allowing defective

and inartistic reproductions to be published.”
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0% é?ﬁ% f’.qt:b%g, “I hate the bile and vituperation. I don’t find strong
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himself.” SN0,

“One sees the dismal state of affairs and untold hardship all
round. Character has become its first casualty. We will have

worse days.”
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“This sobering realization makes me work harder and live
a life that | consider worthwhile. You may be alone -

what does it matter? None can deprive of our satisfaction
or realization.”
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s o w wsidodd
‘ Bangalore 14.9-1922

My dear V.S Your letter of the 9th September. | am glad
you have remembered to insert your address. You need not
be told that it is a bit of an epistolary etiquette which is
respected because of its assurance that the person whom we
are addressing has not walked away - a common occurance

yvou know, in these days of house rents, retrenchments and
surprises.

I like that letter. It is to me comforting because it cleared
my misapprehension that an old friend of mine with whom I
got interested on a certain cool evening in the municipal gardens
at Bangalore on an hour of the sunset of which I can understand
even now, yet continues to be the old, romping, smartly lad
which he was, and not a big sentimental weeping thing -
complaining, kicking and what is more, not that unnecessarily
fretful person as he was presented in the other letters. Grow
young, my man, tho' old age may chop your face and crush
your frame. Remember what Dr. Sir S.Subramanian said on
his 80th birthday. He conveyed the happy message that 80th
year was an age of happiness. It is a grand thing to dwell
in horrors and it only needs a moment's reflection even for
a goose of my type to think and learn that 'happiness is no
goal' - of course, not the happiness as understood and discussed
by Bhagavathar at Harikatha.

We live that we may knock and knock - may be with
Promethean fervour - to discover ourselves and know and learn
and practice - may be in slums of Akkipet or on the lofts
at 31, Kethwadi, as school masters or as currency office clerks,
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there is a way wherever we may be, to put the telescope on
and scan the luminous star in the heavens which shines on
the heads of heedless mobs who go about grabbing money no
matter what it may cost, who rush into litigation, sell their souls,
build their castles, vaunt their airy plumes of conceit, oblivious
of the fact that a day will come when the power that is, wipes
the slate clean and asks only "Have you seen the star above
your head - the star of truth." Let the domestic cats drawl
at home, let the domesticated geese who tread the earth in
feminine garb and claim a seat by your side, claim a good
bit of your time, on the strength of having thrown a garland
on your neck on a, - let me say, nothing (I would have called
it a fatal day, but I don't do so as I am yet noviciate in
domestic life and haven't yet discovered my companion) - let
them go and say Bo-peep but you strive amidst struggles to
find out if you cannot after all discover the long expected streak
of silver lining wherever you may be.

Where I am rambling I believe it is an infection wich I
have caught from you. One feels irresistibly tempted to rip one-
self open, when you can get a friend who will play a friend.
This company, this privilege I lacked in Mysore where much
of my time was taken up by persons who were no doubt
very kind to me, but who were fed up by an animalism which
made me often think that they had no idea that the world
contained mothers and sisters who deserved to be treated as
such and not as a bevy of prostitutes. You know whom [ am
referring. Please don't infer that I have suddenly grown
puritanical, - far from it , but [ must confess that indulgence
in rant of that kind is a clear manifestation of a disease in
the soul and tendency towards prospective ruin. They were
generous to me, but they were extraordinarily cruel to
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themselves becanse they sank in mire, talking filth, and living
filth - (at least in the world of imagmation) - keaving hife, hiving,
death, sin and evil. go hang to the devil A man who has suffered
and who knows what it is to sacrifice his health on the altar
of duty. his father on the altar of misfortune, his living on the
altar of retrenchment and his pleasure on the altar of a damned
marnage custom, - such a man knows when to hold his tongue.
I wnite all this because | wanted to confess all this before
one who had suffered like myself and who could let me know
if 1 am really sober.

You can see Mr. H.V.B., abandoned to the mercy of his
pen because I don't know where | am drifting. A holiday, a
quiet home, a light meal, served by loving aunts, and expectations
of a good dinner - because this day happens to be Gokulashtami
and you know what it means to an Iyengar who, for once,
lets himself go before a treasure house of sweets (this a myth
because Iyengars are going poor.) and the mellow peal of bells
in Krishna's temple, a lullaby song from a mother, (I don't know
from where, but it comes to me thro' my window) | imagine
she must be a happy creature. Otherwise how can you account
for her full throat? These are my environments as | am writing
you this letter. And where are you, you - who disowned the
verbal picture I had drawn in my last letter though it was your
own, every line and every patch of colour - you, let me say
if you like it, APE - where are you now, reading this letter
which comes to you from a big blockhead conceit, ASS of
a MrH.V.B.,, M.A, - whose only merit is that he can
occasionally get off into worlds of dream and imagination and
can easily see others as others see him - lost in the wilderness
of life - because that is what loneliness may mean - lost in
the din, noise, sick hurry of a big workshop which sends out
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forged chains to hold 300 million in servitude, which flashes
messages to the nooks and comers of India in devilish triumph
of British anstocracy and British capitalism - and all that. (I
can never hold myself at this pitch of 'mock' eloquence. But
| mean Bombay is a city where all the present day commerce
of this world goes on damnatory to its interests.) Compared
to this calm here, yours may be a whirl, a kaleidoscope scene-
shift every minute. Write to me, my dear man, your impressions
of life there in that furnace. But I believe even there, the sun
must shine, the stars must whirl in divine harmony, the wind
may waft its comfort, the clouds may empty treasures, as ..

An unfortunate blow fell on me when I was suddenly called
upon to assume the secretarial honour of the Bangalore
Amateur Dr. Association. It is unfortunate in the sense that
a novice like myself is flung into a chair sanctified by people
of P. Kodanda Rao types. The place is rather 'hot'. It is getting
hotter, what with the talk of another Dr. conference and another
invitation to Tagore. [ am feeling comical, another Stephen and
Mathew in this humour world of the A.D.A.

We staged the prose drama of Appa Rao,by name
Kanyasulkam. 1 enclose our Kannada argument. For a couple
of hours, the drama went off well, keeping the house in a storm
of laughter but when the scene relating to family horrors, the
grief of the widow and other sordid realities came up, the
audience grew restive. Brought up in a tradition of Durbar
scenes, songs, cut scene, forests, they co’uld not appreciate the
presentation of their parlours, their backyards, their kitchen, their
brothels, and they could not understand the inner beauty and
the inner significance of those collocation of domestic episodes.
Laughter gave place to resentment and the womenfolk --
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ghiftermg in colowr sarees, shiming m powdered faces,. quit their
places. - promouncmg the drama as wretched The Association
Wat aware that ot of a kind of old bred artistic snobbery,
people would declaim this new venture of ours. But that does
ot make us retrace our steps Prose drama is indeed a very

hard game, - music and scenery must be compensated
otherwise

The Mysore trip s being arranged. We may get an
opportunity of staging before H.H.

w.a.w.wm

Bombay, 15-7-1923

r2

Dear Sitaramaiah, : [ hope this letter will reach you. [ do
not know where you are now and what you are doing - so
| take a chance and mail this letter to the Sharada Vilas School
address. If this shouldn't reach you, why, you must congratulate
yourself on your good luck!

I have never seen such a terrific thunder storm as the one
raging today. The sea looms from the distance in appalling
greyness and the rain is mercilessly pouring from the morning.
[ am sitting in my room at the Institute and have just finished
preparing some notes on the Relativity theory. The room is
warm and comfortable and I am getting lost in vague
speculations on the four dimensional continuum, but the rain
is pouring, pouring down outside.

I am at present living with my brother in a room at Forjett
Street (just at the foot of the Cumballa Hill to a side). I dine
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at the hotel and consequently have to spend all day at the
Institute. 1 dare say my room here is as good as any I can
get in Bombay, considering the locality, the quietness of the
room, the beneficent fan with which it is furnished etc. I go
back to Forjett Street by night, just to read the news-paper
and sleep away. My brother eats at Madhavasram.

It might interest you to know that I after all put in my
application to the Indian Civil Service. My studies are becoming
chaotic since they comprise so many subjects but I hope I
shall pull thro' them all. I believe I have understood much of
the theory of Genl., Economics having a few prints in the theory
of value. My difficulty is the lack of a well done summary
of the subject, since it will be obviously impossible to plough
thro' voluminous books for revision. It is possible that you have
with you some such summary of the whole subject as I want
something that is comprehensive but a short-hand edition of

Marshall and Taussig? If you have, I shall be very much obliged
if you can send it on to me.

I am keeping good health here, and so too my brother. For
various reasons I was feeling rather depressed up to now but
I guess with the progress of the monsoon, the depression will
disappear too.

Please write to me what you are doing and what you propose
to do - and all things else which you think will interest one
who is obliged to you and will feel glad of your success.

PS. : It might interest you also to hear that 1 am lecturing this

term in the Senior B.Sc. class on Physical Optics. Rather decent work,
what?
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Bombay, 28-7-1923

Dear Sitaramiah, | am writing as vou see from my room
at the Institite. 1 am run out of my stock of note paper |
had kept here and am compelled to write in a dirty sheet. torn
off my note book. Apologies... . enough to drown you and me
together

Frankly, | am amazed at the charity of your congratulations.
That 1 should be called upon to take a senior class is good
so far as it goes. It is however only a kind of feeler the
Professor has stretched out to test my capacity to teach and
it means nothing more. Your lavish congratulations appear to
be rather out of place - they are far too generous for the
pitiful hopping I am attempting. 1 accept them however as
your good wishes for my future.

What appears to me to be the "corrected" note in your letter
is the remark that a prospective change into the bureaucrat's
stiff coat is not a cheery prospect. I have always felt it so,
[ am feeling it so even now as I am in the bustle of studying
for the I.C.S. Exam. I am sorry for this inconsistency, but where
is the way out?

I have felt great interest in physical sciences, and without
being pedantic I might say that some recent developments
therein have appeared to have almost a romantic appeal. And
it may be, if I stick upto the job . I may continue to find pleasure
in the company of scientific books and apparatus. But you see,
back of all one's dreams and ambitions is the cruel call of
hunger and one's aspirations get exploded before the pitilessness
of physical wants. Once up on a time I dreamt of being a
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journalist - not the kind Dickens paints in Pickwick papers
not even the 'down - with you - damn! kind of Bottomley,
but rather the kind that | read in one of Well's books "the
neat Machiavelli™, | think the paper of my boyhood fancy has
to be something purposeful, ennobling, great with a capital G
Alas, the dream has become a vague memory! Months later,
as | began to take some interest in Science, | figured to myself
the picture of a great scientific career, something like that of
Louis Pasteur, or Michael Farraday or Albert Einstein. [ was
to work in a laboratory and busy myself with the world of
the mysterious electrons. I was to peer into the regions within
the above and find out the ultimate how of the eternal
promiscuity of molecular motion. This dream too is fading out
because I am kicked on my back by a new invisible policeman.

I have no illusions about the Civil Service. I am tolerably
certain that it offers no scope for anybody who wants to do
great things for his country. It is a mechanical job and concerns
itself with the routine of district work. I do not like it; I would

not like it, even if I got it, - a contingency at best. But then
where is the way out?

Serious thoughts leads one into an awful quandary.
Introspection is a dangerous habit for those who have neither
the courage nor the chance to follow their conscience. So we
hush up our thoughts and we smile and think ourselves very
wise and happy. Shall I do so also?

© Lord! The kind of letter I write! Excuse me, mister, for

the way | am running. It may be I am bored today and want
to talk long.
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My knowledge of Economics is vet superficial and necessarily
s0. I have far too little time to read much of it. But do send
me your notes. | don't think raving is exactly the word to use
in connection with my last letter. What | meant was, that
since | have no time and since Marshall, Tausigg etc., are bulky
books, I should be glad to have a good summary of those books-

Just for the sake of revision. If that is a mad proposal, then
God bless me!

I am O.K. Hoping you are ditto and expecting to hear from
you often.

4. Bombay 19-8-1923

My dear Sitaramiah : Thank you for your letter. My
impertinence was after all a compliment and there is no grace
in your hurling it back at unoffending "me" ! To me the charm
of your letter lies in the somewhat volcanic nature of your
comments. I like their race and power, altho' alas, you are
often hard upon me.

My progress in Economics I think, quite fair; [ know enough
of it now to be able to disown acquaintance with Sen and
even K.T.Sha's questions and answers. Even the theory of
value and Marshall's Theory of normal distribution have lost
their terrors upon me and I think I can bob my head up even
amidst students of Economics. But of course I shall want
more time to make my knowledge sure - [ mean, to make
a comparative estimate of different views. Eg., | have read
the pros and cons on a subject like the Gold Exchange Standard,
or say, the nature of business profits. While I have understood
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both sides, | have not yet got into a position where | can give
a judgment.

That, however, doesn't alarm me and | hope | shall "make

good".

Re: Indian Economics, I am going thro' Kale, F indlay Shirras’
Currency and Exchange, Fiscal Commission Reports, the
Banington Committee Report and (next week) the Railway
Committee Report. I am making my own summary of all things
as read. In general economics, I have gone thro' Tausigg
(2 vols), Marshall's small book "Economics of Trade & Industry"

and 1 am now trudging thro' those portions of his principles
which deal with distribution.

I find it impossible to read side by side the numerous books
on selected subjects which you had told me (I've got the list
even now). I have no time. I shall require your help there
and let me tell you exactly what I require notes upon.

1. Inflation of currency in Europe - what is the reason
for the collapse of the Mark? I mean, was it deliberately done
by interested people as in Russia or was it in the nature of
things? What would you suggest to stabilize German currency?

2. What are in general the reasons of unemployment? Is
it an inevitable adjustment of modern industrial methods ? How

would you cope with the unemployment problems as it is in
the United Kingdom?

3. Nationalisation of public works - do You consider it

necessary at present (This, I believe, hardly applies to India?)
How would you set about it.
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4. Would you grant a 337 PC. Preferential duty on steel
clairmed by the Tatas?

5. Evils of free stock exchange speculation and methods
of curbing them.

6. Karl Marx's theory of Surplus value and criticism thereon.
7. Economic lessons of Bolshevik Russia.

I have set down what strike me - haphazard. | know a
bit about each of these things but no text book on Economics
treats these fully and it is possible you have notes on them
with you. I shall now and then tell you about my difficulties.
[ propose during the October holidays to answer a number of
questions (of the type usual in the I.C.S. papers) and to send
them along to you. [ think nothing coordinates one's ideas
so well as writing them down.

I am getting daily more and more busy and I have no time
to think of "nerves". An occasional mental flurry is hardly

inexcusable.

5. Bangalore,16-10-1923

Dear Sitaramiah : A day after you left, [ got from Bombay
that rather lucky letter of yours. I swallowed all that you had
written about inflation, and like Oliver Twist, [ have to ask
you for more. (There is no implication that you have even the
most shadowy resemblance to Mr. Bumble, the beadle!)

My body is getting into cross purposes with my brain (I
imagine I have one). | am feeling abnormally dull and bored;
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| have a perpetual sensation like that you feel when your lift
stops at the 3rd storey.. .a kind of queer unsteady dullness
in the head. The weather is, so far as | am concerned,
superlatively good, and normally | should be feeling full of what
Slangy Americans call "Pep”. But that is exactly what | have
not been feeling. I have developed an unhealthy agnosticism
regarding the taste of food etc. - a sure sign that "Something"
is wrong "Somewhere". | suppose I ought to gulp down some
rubbish of a medicine.

I do not know when I am coming to Mysore, but you needn't
worry about that since I am sure to drop in at least a few
days before I leave for Bombay.

By the way, did you read the latest horror of G.B.s - "Back
to Methesulah"? If ever any book has frightened me, it is
this. Bernard Shaw complains in the introduction - a rare thing
for him - that he is getting rather old and that his hand is
somewhere uncertain in its touch. But I imagine he is nowhere
so full of his abnormal pugilistic temper as he is in the preface
to this book. I have left off reading the drama somewhere
near the last Act - I think where a newly born is hatched
out of an egg and in fifteen minutes kisses one man and kicks
another. There is in "Back to Methesulah" more than is to be
found in a book on a similar subject by, say, Wells. While
the latter revels in the exuberance of his imagination and makes
his characters talk essays that would fetch you and me a prize
in a competition, Bernard Shaw has, back of his mind, a painful
obsession. While both have the gift of seeing the vision of
the future, Wells has his eyes only at the dim, receding distance.
GB.S. has an eye looking forward. The other is casting a
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painful, scomful, pathetic glance at the trumperv of humanity
that has to go forward

PS My compliments to - Raju and Alaghan, if you happen to meet

them HVV

6. Bombay, 8-2-24

My dear Sitaramiah, : O....0....0.h ! At this rate you will
split some day, burst yourself..... How in such a small body
you could manage to store such an amazing amount of volcanic
energy | can't imagine. Can't you ever write a letter without
breaking off into a thousand d _ ns and curses? You

| am apparently subject these days to somewhat strange
delusions. I have these days a persistent idea that [ wrote
to you a very frank and very full version of all that happened
at A'bad. Perhaps it was to another friend, but the intension
was alright and so you must acquit me, will you?

So far as the Economics papers were concerned, I think,
coming to brush up my memory that my performance is not
at all bad. In the 2nd paper, as I said [ couldn't have done
better if I had done tapas for a year more. In the first paper,
I only said, or meant, that I wasn't quite good. Eg. Take the
question on Ricardo. I put my answer this way. I said his
method being too abstract is defective. I dismissed his classical
theory of distribution of money in diff.,, countries. [ then
criticized his theory of wages, then his theory of value. I
pointed out that the poor chap was not such a dunce at all
- witness his theory of rent etc. Finis....Not much is there?
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1 have no complaimt shomt the quedtion on Capieal levy  If
you wast me 10 be expressive, | “hanged” it, giving point to
point summaries of A C Pigou's Imest hook on the subject And
#0 on. Unless the Examiner it hopelessly drunk when he
comects my paper, | hope to get good marks in Feonamies.
All that | meant was that | couldnt pitch my expectations fo
as high & key as | wanted. If at the moment | appeared unduly
gloomy, | believe now it was all unwarranted. But let us wait
and wee.

My performance in chemistry (which to the last | didn't read)
is miserable, as | expected. But | think | had my day in physics
(900 marks max). Very luckily for me, the questions were
precisely what | had discussed. Tho' | could have done a bit
better, | can't at all complain about it. | must get marks in
it - good marks | mean,

I am certain to get 20 p.c. or 95 p.c. in viva voce (200
marks). | was asked questions principally on the Brahmin -
N.B. question, diarchy, the immediate political needs of India,
research in science and unemployment in England. | think (I
am afraid) | was amazingly frank about it all. | talked as
I would talk to you, for example, | lectured the board of §
gaping gentlemen on diarchy and provincial autonomy. [ was
no less frank on the B-N.B., question than, shall | say the
G.OM. of Mysore Venkatakrishniah. | was incidentally asked
if 1 did not believe in building a better physique myself. | told
them frankly 1 was a book worm upto the time | joined the
college, that the Boy Scout movement freshened me up a
bit, that Bombay is not a sanitorium and that reading for the
I.C.S. in addition to heavy teaching work is not an ideal
restorative. | have reason to believe that my frankness has
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been appreciated.  One of the Commissioners (a Bengalore
gentleman) came and told me so himself Rumour went in
A'bad that 1 have topped the list in viva voce with 190 out
of 200 marks. 1 believe from what | have heard that | might

have got it. It might however be a false alarm. I only believe
it 1s true.

On the whole, I must remain silent on the question of my
chances. What pulls me down is chemistry and I am afraid
English. What pulls me up is physics, everyday science and
perhaps viva voce. 1 have no illusions myself about my
performance and shall not be surprised if I am anywhere
between the Ist & the 98th. I might be with in the lucky
five. I might be clean bowled out too. What would it be
like, say, if I stood the 52nd e.g. ? I shiver at the prospect.
But the world is full of surprises. Allow me however to close
this astrological chapter which after all talks as ambiguously
as the Delphian Oracle...... WAIT & SEE. I can only WAIT
& HOPE.

Will you allow me to protest against the entire spirit and
atmosphere of your short story ? It is abominable. Why should
we hear of poverty and death and disappointments even in short
stories ? If you can give us no better realistic picture of human
nature and the workings of fate than this morbid phantom
of bitter sorrow, pray stop at it. This is no criticism of your
style or of your method of presentation. I am only kicking
up dust against the very spirit of the thing. I know only too
well what joys you have in life; you know too well what joys
my brothers and I are having just now in life. But for heaven's
sake don't let us weep even in the stories. It might stagger
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vou to find that as a reaction against the miserable way fate
Is treating me, | am revelling in such grotesque balderdash as
the half yearly volume of Nash's and Pall Mall's. [ believe
you have the knack of writing well. Will you write more
cheerfully, more hopefully ? You might learn that in that method
you can write better and more truthfully.

I am getting more confidence in my Kanarese & I shall
surely jot down a few popular notes on the electronic theory
of atomistic structure. I shall write to you again shortly.

P.S. : Our Institute formally closes on the 10th March.

7. Oxford, 28-1-1925

Dear V.S. : I have written the accompanying letter at mid
night (it's 1 October now) and I don't know if I should send
it to you at all. Reading it over again, I am dissatisfied with
it. I find it halting, incomplete, perhaps morbid. But you will
give me credit for being honest. I can't write a jolly letter to
you about the humours of my life here - I feel that I must
tell you of my inmost thoughts which are not jolly at all. I
can't write to you small chatter; it is intolerable for me to think
that | must even to you write only superficialities.

[ don't know how you are getting on at all; perhaps the Gods
are still ironical towards you. But have courage and get along.

I often pray for my friends (and for myself)! There is work
to be done, if only we know how. - And the way we are
hampered by poverty! I am O.K.

* k %k
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My Dear VS | have wasted many hours in the futility
of half-scrawled and torn letters | have started writing to
vou nearly a dozen fimes, but each time my thoughts became
so sketchy and rambling that | hadn't the heart to complete
the stuff  If vou haven't got a letter from me vyet in reply
to vours, 1t 1s because | haven't been able to write one good
enough for yvou- and not because I have become a "swell.”
Believe me, 1 think quite often of you and of all my old
associations; and that's why I can't write cut and dried letters
and post them off.

Just now I have burnt a letter 8 sheets long that [ wrote
for your consumption. | read it over - and it seemed a ghastly
mess. | am thinking things over and trying to get into some
definite ideas, but I haven't succeeded. And the burnt letter
is all I have to show about it.

It doesn't mean that I sit on an arm chair with wrinkled
brow and think. I am too sensible for that. | laugh and chatter
away like the others; I have a good time of it, a rave good
time from the Indian point of view. But often when I am taking
a lonely walk by the riverside meadows or sitting on the top
of a bus in London or on the Entr' act of a play, I think
of my life and of my people and of what I am going to do.
It is there that my ideas are a formless, incoherent mass.....

* k%

[f only the Gods had consulted me before my birth, [ should
have begged of them the power of literary expression as my
gift. It seems to me that there is so much to be drummed
into the ears of our people, that not one, but an army of great
writers is required for the job. Things have got to be said,
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things have got to be dimmed. if we are to get on at all. In
the form of drama. of song, of story - in any consumable form

whatever, we must worrv our peoples out of their age long
slumber.

Think what a power the stage is & what we have made
of it.  When I think of the emotions that an actress of the
ability of Sybil Thorndike is capable of arousing, when I think
of the great plays that writers out here have written, I feel
sad about the awfulness and muddle of things in our own place.
To rise above the topos that is content with Dzwme, TO0D
and 3»Oeo for ages, to rise above the painted, silk stockinged,
Paris-gartered heroines of our stage at home, to conceive bold
plots, to act with sincere emotion, to appeal to the people thro'
the magic and witchery of stagecraft - that's the thing I would
like to see done. We are waiting and waiting for the man who
will do this.

I am fed up with all talk of our spirituality. To me it is
a meaningless phrase. Somebody has got to put a stop to
all such talk. The time has come when we must cease to
be complacent. Our tragic poverty, our stupendous ignorance,
the folly and cowardice of our social institutions, the great things
we might do and the silly futilities we are content with - that's
what's got to be written in India.

[ have lost faith in Politics. The problem in India is not
political at all. What's got to be attacked is our moral and
intellectual cowardice. That is the hinterland of the whole
business. We have got a false religion, an outworn social

structure. And we cling so desperately to all that is old and
variable.
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We are our own curse
* = »

From out here, | get a good perspective of things at home.
My view of the problem of India has changed, since coming
here, but not because | am anglicized. Believe me, | am an
Indian of Indians, but seeing the world is like drinking wine....

I have the greatest faith in work like that of the (Prabuddha
Karnataka -in kannada lipi). But it ought to have more push
and go about it; there ought to be a dozen such.

And why do people go on writing about the world that's

gone ? I admire the Past, but the time has come to examine
the Present.

The crux of the problem is this: A stupendous literary (and
journalistic) and artistic revival must be brought about. We
mustn't drug the people with reverence for the past; we must
tell them what a ghastly muddle the present is and what the
future can be, if only we try.

1. Why are we so physically weak ?
2. Why are we so utterly poor ?

3.  Why is it that we are so poor in literary and other artistic
efforts ?

4. What do our women-folk know ? What do they do?

5. Why does X's grand father howl because X cuts his
own hair ?

6. What is the way to prevent the hundreds of tragic
"misalliances" that take place in our communities ?

And a dozen others -
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This is the stuff you've got to write about, my friend. It's
alright in its way to talk about unity in diversity and the knowing
of Brahma, but this is the real problem.

L

If only 1 could write, if 1 could but put my thoughts down
on paper !

I have got faith in you, my friend. But I am restless at
the attitude you often take. Why do you write only gloomy
stories ? Your stories must of course suggest the gloom that
there is at present, it must also point to the beauty of the future

if only we shed ourselves of our false pretences, of our famous
Self-complacency.

Sting, Sting, Sting, that's what we require - the bitterness,
the pain of our own unmasking.

® %k %k

In a way, perhaps, all this might appear rather hysterical
to you. But I have thought about it all for days and honestly
I can think of no other way.

As I write this, I hear the sound of music coming up from
a room below mine. It's fine music, it thrills me, it reminds
me of forgotten things. And yet it is the music of a poor
man or woman, a person that drudges for his livelihood. What
have we made of music ? What do our women-folk know
about it? Come and listen to the organ at Westminister. And
also the hideousness of the show at @y¢23n¢t30 temple with
its electric lights, its revolving scrambles. Come to a poor
n;lan's room here; you see some picture, some painting and
then -
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| am of course picking the best parts of the life here. [f
| can care to find flaws there are flaws innumerable. But |
content that we must see where these people excel us and
improve ourselves, rather than gloat on these people's faults.
Life here may be full of tragedy, of injustice, of any thing you

please - hit its life, it is not the stupor of semi-consciousness.

In music and painting and sculpture, in beautiful homes, in
well built cities, in physical vitality, in moral courage, in
intellectual honesty - there lies the beauty of life. Try it by

any standard you use, our life in India is wrong and purposeless
and desolate of joy.

* % %

What are you and I going to do about it ? What will we
make of our lives to make our land worth living for our children?

8. Normandy, France, 1-4-1925

My dear V.S. : You must really excuse me for that last
letter of mine. It must have been intolerable reading for you.
The fact was, I was feeling a bit grumpy at that time thinking
of my Sister's marriage. And I added fuel to the fire by reading
H.G.Wells’ Viola - there follows that burst of meditation, that
plethora of dots, that hopeless misgiving. The mood is now gone.

[ am spending utterly delightful days here. I am living with
a French family in this sea coast town. Mine host is a very
little-sized French man who is wonderfully jolly and very broad
minded; mine hostess is a fairly large-sized Irish lady who treats
us all exceedingly nicely. My companion here is Mr.lyer, another
of the 1.C.S., fraternity vegetating with me. There also stays
here a Mr.Whyte of my college, a very nice chap. We play
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tennis in the afternoon and mah jagg and bridge in the evening,
And in the morning, if I don't go out among the cliffs, | make
vague attempts at reading and writing. | am physically
wonderfully fit; my spirits are brimming over with what the
French call the joie de vivre. Damn tomorrow and the day
after! 1 am satisfied with the delight of the passing hour.

Living in a family is different from reading a book. I meet
these people day in, day out at lunch, at tea, at dinner, at tennis,
at bridge, when we go out to a tea party or a cinema show.
I hear them talking among themselves and talking to us. The
manner of their lives, the colour of their thoughts, the trend
of their emotional experience - all that | am seeing at first-
hand in this place. It is certainly an experience.

Believe me, we at home do less than justice to these people
in our thoughts. When you see a girl smoking a cigarette and
wearing a low-necked dress, you are sure in your mind that
she is doomed to eternal hell fire. When you see a man sipping
a wine cup, you are equally certain of his fate. I don't like
these things myself, but believe me, these are not the central
facts in the life of these people at all. It is a habit with them,
Just as early marriage is a custom among us. (I can imagine
an indignant westerner ruminating on the fate of a people among
whom girls of 15 are mothers !) But if you scratch these
superficialities, you get to the same elemental passions and
desires. With all the misery here, the brutality here, there is
liberty, there is culture, there is charity, there is a taste for
art, there is a love of music. There is, in these peoples, a
real hungering for a good life.

* k %k

22

&
(
1
!
£



I had an impression, once upon a time, that the peoples
of these countries can't stomach anything beyond a sporting
paper and a low kind of musical comedy. I thought otherwise
when 1 visited the London theatres. The really good farces
enormously popular - Like 'Charley's aunt' and ‘It pays to
advertise'. And indeed rightly, because these are jolly, first rate
farces. We haven't got anything like them at home. Clear,
broad fun - and 3 hours of delight. There are also the comedies
of a some what shady type which are also popular. But even
a serious play, well done, is sure of a following in London.
Take, for example, Hamlet. 1t is grim, monotonously sad.
There is absolutely no change of scenery, no orchestra, even
in the interval, not one spark of fun. But the house has always
been full to see Hamlet. I saw it about a fortnight ago. Some
scenes were monotonous, but a few were magnificent. The
scene in which Hamlet roundly abuses his mother and then
stabs Polonius - it was great, I assure you! The Play scene,
the scene where Ophelia sings in her madness - these too are
unforgettable. The audience were silent like stone images.
[ saw too Matheson Lang in the Wandering Jew. It is a
serious religious play. Much of it was mediocre, but one act
was really superb. Just watch Matheson Lang in that scene.
This story of the Jew who for having killed Christ is suffering
eternal sorrow stood the test of a London audience, because
it was rendered so well. And St. Joan. There are lists of
Shawvian humour in it. But it is serious on the whole. You
could hear a pin drop in the auditorium. The reason was the
superb rendering.

Thinking about it, I feel that out and away the finest bit
of acting in it was that of the chap who was the Earl of

o o grer—1 23



Warwick. It couldn't have been improved. And so the tale goes
on. You have got all kinds of things running in the Londos
theatre-serious plays, comedies, loud music hall farces—things
of every type. But the serious plays which one would expect
to succeed only with an intellectual audience hold their own.
The theatre goer in London has not always the ear only for
George Robey.

I don't know of any movement in the dramatic art in England.
I haven't read about it; and I have seen far too few plays
to say anything about it. So far, I have concerned myself only
with the technique of the acting. Most assuredly these people
are years and years ahead of us. Until we give respectability
to the Profession and break away from the tradition of the
purely religious play, there's no hope for the Indian theatre.

But as you significantly ask—where is the writer?
* % %

Yesterday night, after dinner, my host, his son and his
daughter together gave us a concert of some specimens of
French music. It may not have been good, but we enjoyed
it all the same. The boomerang came afterwards. They asked
Iyer and me to give them specimens of Indian music. Ask the
Palace Purohit to dancé a tango or a waltz! You realise how
utterly ridiculous our position was. They are just ordinary folk
these people; and well or ill, they sing and enjoy themselves
while we, proud inheritors, can but blush and apologise. | am
getting so annoyed with myself for lacking in these social
accomplishments. It makes me look small among these people.

*® Kk x
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This morning 1 walked to the top of a cliff here by the
sea. There was warm sunshine and a fine breeze and the sea
at the distance looked enchanting, so | walked out for a tramp
up the cliff. 1 had to walk right by the edge of the cliff. It
gave me a sense of exhilaration to feel that if I had slipped
a toot or two, | might have dropped down to the sea and might
have cut off a great (!!) career, 1 walked to the top and started
taking breath at the foot of a tree.

It is difficult to analyse emotions. I was feeling at the same
time delighted, almost thrilled, full of hope, full of ambition. I
was thinking of the past, trying to peer into the future... You
know-these things are jumbled together, as a vague dream,
come to your mind at some such moment. I was revelling in
physical and emotional joy this morning—may God give me more
such mornings.

Great Gods, I felt — I actually felt! — that [ ought to write
something and share my joy with somebody. It was a
momentary flash of literary ambition. But it got exploded to
bits as I climbed down the cliff and walked along the Jetty.
Fishermen were unloading fish from tramp steamer. Fisherwomen
were squatting on the ground repairing nets. Somebody was
having an altercation with somebody else. In this uncongenial
atmosphere, all the wealth of my momentary inspiration got
dissipated and when I reached my room, I was myself.

Perhaps it is better so.

* % %

It is getting near 12.30-midnight now and I think I must
close. I would write oftener to you, but I can't. Writing often,
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even such indifferent letters as mine, take time; and when one
has to write to quite a number of people, one naturally gets

a bit lax. 1 hope you trust to my good sense not to forget
old companionships.

Wishing you the best of luck.

PS : Always address my letter to me to the Queen's College, Oxford.
I have been unable to revise this letter as I have no time. So you must excuse

me for grammatical errors.

A Madras-1, 18-11-1966

My dear Sitaramiah: I write this letter to introduce to you
Mr. K.B. Navale who is both a friend and a relative. He has
for some time been interested in the presentation of the
Ramayana story in Kannada from a somewhat novel point of
view. | have had a discussion with him on more than one
occasion, and have found his ideas extremely stimulating. They
throw a new light on the Ramayana story. They lift it from
the field of mythology to one of history.

Mr. Navale's book is under print at the moment and he hopes
to publish it in the very near future. He would like a
distinguished writer in Kannada to write a foreword for it, and
I suggested to him, when met him the other day in Bangalore,
that I could think of no one more appropriate than yourself.
[ hope very much that you will agree to this. If so, of course,
Mr. Navale will send you a copy of the proofs so that you
can see for yourself the character of the reinterpretation which
he is attempting.
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olv. shorlesose® ezibod
10 Puttur, 17-6-1931

Dear Mr. Sitaramaya : | am deeply indebted to you for the
complimentary copy of your "Songs" which you were kind
enough to send me the other day. The enclosed copy of the
same was handed over to my friend M. Anantha Rao the same
day and he tells me he has already written to you thanking
you for a copy. Being the time of the re-opening of our school,
| am so busy that I can scarcely find time to attend to my
correspondences. Hence I could not write to you earlier.

Shortly, your songs, many of them are sublime. They have
a simplicity and charm which are all your own, and for which
[ really envy you. I shall never be tired of singing your 'Prayer’
on Page 45, which caught my eye at the very first and has
since captured my heart. The tunes are so happy and the words
so sweet that all your songs have a lasting impression on the
heart of the reader, and I feel certain that they will last till
our Kannada lasts. It is the noblest of your effort and the
greatest of your present literary output.

The get up of the book, though we are now accustomed
to the neat execution of the Bangalore publications, deserves
special praise, as it does honour to any firm in England. A
friend of mine who saw the book in my hands, but who evinced
no particular interest in it, remarked the first day with unfeigned
wonder that he thought it was some English book, and that
was why he did not express any desire to see it. That was
really unconscious praise for the getup of the book.

Your book of songs is well illustrated and that reminds me
of an excellent article I read from ‘Sonegeas’ from your facile
pen on that gifted actor Varadachar. I was an humble admirer
of his art and acting. I don't know whom to blame; that good
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article lacked illustrations and I could not help expressing to
my friend Anantha Rao by the way, has not read it, as he
could not get the copy of ‘Songman’ (- I read the article
in Mangalore) that if the great actor was an Englishman, of
Continental fame, and the article had been written in English,
and contributed to the 'Strand', that article would have been
as copiously illustrated as the article deserved. I wonder if the
Editor or the Publisher could not get even a portrait of
Varadachar - in life - to be put at the beginning. I am certain
there are many of that actor's wonderful poses in some of
his excellent dramas. Instead of that there was (a wholly
misleading) portrait of T.V. Raghavachari's. He is certainly a
reputed actor but he had no place there. I wish you could
prevail upon the publisher to have a few illustrations.

But I find I am taking liberties with you. You will excuse
me for my frank opinion; but that article, I tell you again,
deserved a better treatment. Thanking you again.

|
aboﬁegd eedor a'!é 003

11, Manjeshwar, 4-5-1931

My dear Mr. Sitaramiah : I am extremely obliged to you
for the very kind favour of an excellent copy of your excellent
poems. So, after all, you have brought them out. I very well
remember & hope you also remember, how on that September
night of 1928, when we were seated in your room, and al]
was going to be still outside, you read out to me some of these
poems, especially your splendid '8% ; @Sezo0d', which I pressed
you to repeat once & again, and [ forthwith urged you to publish
those poems; but you have been inert in carrying out my
suggestion, though, thank God, you have been all alone and
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alert i carmymg on your art. Some of these poems therefore
come 1o me as old friends with their familiar faces, and |
welcome them all the more. As a whole, these poems are very
beantiful. Lyrics are of various kinds; some of them elude the
mind, and like the perfume of flowers or the sweetness of
music roost and alight in memory, as those of the French
Verlaine, Mallarme & C., whereas others readily become
tenants of the mind as those of Francis Thompson, Bridges,
Masefield. Yours, me seems, belong to this class, and | mean
no disparagement of a rising star. Some may complain that
these poems as a whole betray a striking deficiency in the
wealth of metaphor, but only the observant few will realize
that it is for that very reason, or for that reason more than
for any reason else, these poems have immensely gained in
naturalness & evenness of x=pegod, (as the poet's inmost
soul itself has yearned for) which many of your brothers—in—
arms can scarcely boast of. If your poems are not characterized
by echoing velocity they have more than a compensation in
their rare serenity. Though, however, the praise or dispraise
of the contemporary world is of no moment whatever and every
poet has to abide (in spirit though not in body) the judgment
of his following or yet further generation, I may say that these
poems of yours are an irrecusable earnment to the future, and
therewith the place has already been booked for their author
in the galaxy of prospective immortals of today. In a word,
poems like 30T - O0F, I - ﬁeabﬂo - ag:da)e - 200D -
DY - HFFS - DoODY - TIoR 83 - SeT - 8% Beaood
- DF WO - VW TN - 538 - 8nensd - & C. have
not been evolved for nought. They are not born for death: no
hungry generations can tread them down; they have in sooth
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come to stay, and are in their very nature bound to live,
Nevermind if others will give us other things, you give us your
own! Be original, be yourself | Never care for what the critics
may say of your work; for, remember that it is only your poetical
conscience that you have to mind in this art, & not the caprices
of the critics. Add on new things: ply your art on your own
lyre and try to call for the new wonders - God bless you!!
Thanks and again for your work.

12. Manjeshwar, 19-1-1934

My dear Mr. Sitaramaiah : The copy of your Qeznsh, so
kindly sent by you reached here on the 15th inst. Many thanks.

The poems are all beautiful, all excellent, and I congratulate
you. I am particularly fascinated by ooz, g, S iTeB0dH
xomnsd (which, I feel, is an allegory or a metaphor), e22¢z (the
finest in the collection, and one of the finest in modern Kannada
poetry) & Hmod, (which reminds me of Wordsworth's 'Happy
Warrior'); and the rest come after these in my estimation. I
appreciate the self-confidence which is conspicuous in every
poem. In e2es, however, I seem to perceive a peculiar vertical
flight as of a dove, which knows that it has the strength &
determination of an eagle in its wings. It looks as if you would
seek for what is beyond the clouds & therefore scorn to
accommodate your wings to fly parallel to the ground beneath.
Soar on, I sdy} & never seek to please others by dipping beneath
to lower levels. You have your p,ogtical conscience that impels and
strengthens you. Obey it, and May God bless you!

Herewith enclosed please find a copy of my English translation
of Theodor Kormer's 'Gebetwihrend der Sektach which was
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published in the ‘Modem World of Madras (June 191 2) | could
not send it on to you earlier as the only copy of that number

which T have. had been somewhere mis-laid. I found it out only
a few dayvs ago.

I 'am also sending you a copy of my Kanarese poem 23RO,
which T wrote some years ago, & which, however, saw the
light of the day only in the last month, when it was published
in the last month's issue of the n;dea T308 of Mangalore.
It was the Marathi poem 230 of the Marathi poet #¢3=xo3
which inspired me to compose this poem. He was one of the
best of the modern Marathi poets : he died some 30 years ago.
[f you can understand Marathi, I want you to read that poem.
[ shall, of course, send you my copy of his poems, on hearing
from you.

My brother's best regards to you; and mine own to yourself,
and Mysore Krishna Shastri, Venkoba Rao & D.V. Gundappa.

13. Manjeshwar, 27-2-1936

Dear Mr. Sitaramaiah :The kind copy of your recent book
of poems, 8¥eo-3¢%, reached me some days ago. Many thanks.
Please excuse delay in acknowledging receipt.

Every poem in it is beautiful and shows a conspicuous advance
both in thought and expression. To me, however, ‘e3¢z’ appears
to be the best. I read it several times over, & it has been ever
since haunting whether my mind or memory — [ cannot say —

dméc*é e, mqboao% asmé LIRS
TOIOFRIE TS oDBDB0eSD 20308 |
SzzideSm el SROTRBRCFTRIFO
mm&cmré %IJ0IT FPBTD i
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It seems as if 1 have read it before (is it then an
adaptation or translation?) or that | have undergone that
very experience not indeed in this life so far as I can
remember, and therefore in some former incarnation. At
any rate, your poem is playing on my nerves like a subtle
siren. Both in body and soul it is a perfect piece of
art. It is bound to live long in Kannada lyrical poetry
& | congratulate its author once & again.

14. Manjeshwar, 3-5-1936

Dear Mr. Sitaramaiah : Yes, it is the Mysore Arch. Report
for 1931, that I want, which, if it has been published by now,
you may kindly send through Mr. K. Gopalakrishna Shastri (Skt.
Pandit, Ganapati High School, Mangalore) who, as he told me
the other day, will leave for Bangalore today or tomorrow &
meet you there. Many thanks for the kind favour. I have asked
him to bring me four anna packets of the seeds of
(1) Ice-cream water-melon, (2) Tomatoes, (3) Chinese chilies,
which please help him to select so that he may get the best
& most fresh ones. He will pay for it. Please also ask him
to bring therewith seeds of letfuce also (a 4 annas packet),
which I forgot to mention in the list that I have given him.
Please send through him a copy of Mr. Obalappa's plants &
seeds catalogue, so that I may select the things [ want & get
them at the end of this month. Many thanks for all these kind
favours. Next, turning to your letter of the 9th March, to which
[ have not replied as yet, only because there was nothing urgent
in it, I may say that I cannot request the individuals from our
parts, as you say, whose mere alliance was the desperation
of that very fine poem of yours, ‘ez’
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Nothing more to add at present.

All of us are doing well & we remember you now & then
& often. Hope this will find you & your's all in good health.
Last year on the eve of the silver jubilee you were here with
us. May 1 expect you visit our place in the course of this month
& give us the pleasure of your company?

15. Manjeshwar, 15-6-1936

My dear Mr. Sitaramiah : Yours of the 9th inst. reached
here on the 11th inst. when I had been absent at Mangalore
for a few days. I returned here last evening. Please excuse
me for this delay in reply.

[ am extremely obliged to you for the extreme kindness with
which you have sent me in loan the copy of the Mysore Arch.,
Report for 1930. I got it from Mr. Ramananda .Rao in
Mangalore the other day — I shall go through it & decide soon
whether to order a copy of it or not. If [ get me a copy
of it, I shall return your copy within a week or two; if however,
[ do not think it worthwhile to order one, I may keep your
copy for at most a month or two. Many thanks once & again
for this most affectionate favour.

What you say is quite right. I too feel that by engaging
myself so constantly with the facts & figures of the dead
past, the aesthetic phase of my mind, which until recently
was all in all of it, is gradually losing in vitality the light it
used to receive freely from both within & without is now
and then is intercepted. Yet, I cannot help for, | am under a
vow to do this work in history - it is to try to recover, if I
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can sometimes, the historical trophies of our remote ancestors,
which have been wrested from them, and until then, lose
whatever 1 may in the domain of letters. I cannot afford to
step aside from this new path on which the duty I owe to
my motherland has set me, though I know the route, which
nature has chalked out for a man of my temperament & lack
s otherwise & lies in the realm of poetry & literature. It is
thus quite possible that after all, I am trying to square the circle
& 1n doing so, I may not do anything in the subject of my
love, while I may fail in doing anything in the other & thus
at last may have made an exit without having done anything.
But it is the Will of God & His Will be done!

PS. : 1 shall ask for the plants in July. Thanks.

16. Manjeshwar, 21-6-1937

My dear Mr. Sitaramiah : Yours of the Ist May to hand
here when from that very date I had been laid up. I was
laid up for over a month, and am now just recovering. Please
therefore excuse this very long delay in reply. Now, I shall
reply point by point to your two kind questions. You ask me
why I did not go to Bangalore when I went to Mysore at
the end of February last. It is for this reason: I went to Mysore
on no other purpose than to see a certain young man employed
at Bhadravathi. And for that purpose, it was necessary to take
an acquaintance of mine in Mysore along with me as | was
not acquainted till then with that young man, while the Mysore
gentleman was a close relation of his. So I had to go to Mysore
first & after a single day's rest there, when | saw Mys.
Venkanniah & D.L. Narasimhachar, and ran to the Arch. Dept
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to see the originals o photos of some of the inscriptions with
which T was engaged. 1 went to Bhadravathi & came back
10 Mysore on the 4th day of my arrival at Mysore. The very
next day. 1 should have returned home. but my host forced
me to stay on for 3 or 4 days more during which [ saw
Nanjangud, Sravanabelagola, Srirangpattam & Krishnarajasagar
embankment — that is all. All the while, a certain presentiment
was haunting my mind that soon some evil might happen to
my eldest niece (i.e., the eldest daughter of my next brother,
whom you have not seen) & that left me with no peace of
mind, so that T arrived back to this place. My presentiment
proved too true in that within an hour of her second delivery
on the 15th of April, the dear little child of about 21 years
passed away to that existant element(?) from whose bounce
us traveller returns. But for that presentiment, I should have
seen several other places of interest in your State. Next you
accuse me of having grown mad with Guptas, Sakas & C.
[ may tell you now that since her death, I have been so upset
that I feel as if I am set in a helmless bark and drifting whether
[ know not, nor do I know how at all it may fare with me
in future. I mean, with regard to the work I have so far been
doing in history & poetry. In other words I cannot yet say
if I shall continue the work I have so long been doing, or give
it up, both history & poetry,or either of them, for something
else, nor can | say what the future has in store for me. After
my illness, I have not yet set my hands to any sort of work
nor have I had any peace of mind as yet to arrive at
any decision in the matter. More of this later on, if mood will
permit. I only pray to God: May such bereavement no never,

never.
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17. Manjeshwar, 1-2-1939

Dear Mr. Sitaramaiah : You know the text of ZoxT's
WISTREEeRY  One published by Mr. T.S. Venkanniah is
incomplete. May I know if there is any other edition of it which
contains the complete text? I learn there is an edition published
by the 3PS of weeadd. Does it contain the complete
text, or any more important matter than is given in Venkannaiah's
edition? What is the price of this dmozdg= edition? Can a
copy of it be had in Bangalore?

The == office seems to have also published To®T's
wgs ond. What is the price? Is it available in Bangalore?
Please let me know.

If you can get a copy of the latter i.e., ®0x3's w%u one,
please let me know whether ®0®T identifies YT Es with the
Fxed king =500 as is done in Reesdoox's NG BT,
as well as eDd's w¥IDoee. If ®0x=T also does likewise
identify them, please let me have at least one or two important
quotations from his w%&a gn¢ bearing upon this point & oblige.
Please excuse trouble.

All well here. Hope this will find you & yours all in the
best of health : so God bless !

Thanking you for the kind favour of an early reply.

18. Manjeshwar, 28-7-1946

Dear Mr. Sitaramaiah : At the request of Mr. DK
Bharadvaja, 1 contributed to the Centenary volume of the
Kannada Drama to be published in Bangalore — a short exposition
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ot the Japanese “Noh” play as well as Kannada translation of
two Noh plays. That volume was to have been published in this
August, but to my query in the matter re: its probable date of
publication. | have had no reply from him for more than a month.
As there 1s no saying thus as to when that volume will be
published, 1 should like to contribute that exposition of the Noh
drama as well as the translation of one of those two dramas
(about 12 pages of MS) to the forthcoming LTeobh3s =owdd
of your S, smerws, if of course, the matter for the same
has not yet been made up & it is thus not too late. So on receipt
of this PC., please let me hear from you in reply a yes or no,

& 1 shall not be sorry if it is a no, as this request, I know,
is rather too late.

Thanking you for the very kind favour and with affectionate
regards.

19. Manjeshwar, 9-11-54

My dear Sri Sitaramiah : Your kind p.c. posted from Udipi,
posted with an extra 1-anna stamp affixed to it, on the 7* inst.
(as dated by you), but bearing the postal stamp of the 8" inst.,
yesterday, duly to hand here today, an hour after you left us
for Mangalore. Thanks.

I hope you will have a very pleasant & comfortable journey
back to Bangalore : so bless God !

Herewith enclosed, I am sending you both the sonnets, which

I promised to post to you today.

Re: the new word, meaning ¢.7§o® which I have met with,

let me say it is &ededA. It occurs in dzde  dWodeen's
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TOERPE Jywde. The date of the transcription of its MS., as
found therein (& not the date of its original composition by its
author) is ZOMBT B8  Tmr 1648 Toogs  RoSICT
SRNEA0 BY myEd  gemiwd = Sunday, Sth December
1725 AD. In that MS.. this word occurs in one of the sentences
in the very beginning - "mami DSCIAlRE Aol PVSDIZ o
WTTFF TOTIIOBR0D, e DTTHTBRTSRN Jerrdrirtew
Zedomd  TomeReem=od" (I have copied down here
exactly as it is the printed copy before me). Now, ez in
the sense .o occurs in the Maraathi language as Zpe@s
as well as @npe@Emo and in our language Konkani it occurs as
T(F)ry (Zwro==g=Heg). This extract occurs in a 3-page note
on Az  dFAdeen's ITTeP: Jgedd, on p. 472, no. 298
[(4) Yoga], i.e., MSS on the Yoga system or philosophy, of 'A
Descriptive Catalogue of the Kanarese Manuscripts in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras: Volume 1I

- Puraana, Artha Saastra, Kaama-Saastra, Yoga, and Vedaanta
(1937).

encl: two sonnets.

L. wondone Bdohagpomd B,
Y, AMOYOTD BROBAT HON;
SREBDBIVT 0B WIS JNUY
%81 INBRSR OR? o3 SoN?
SRBHI BReBROI, WerBBS BeRW

DRZ Ve DB, 5%:3@2@0 Fe95;
NABDBIIT VLIS ISR~
eddé@,‘a’ afoot.z QETER0 ap’dsé:i!

4 T ToTHeS gari-|



L0 Medod dew, dnedmod B3

58,
o Y S Tabt 5 N 4 4
A r]rl;ﬁ ku_? ﬁ@j’s;&hq 394.\?4&\,?

v, P, o
DACY, #od 2, Hns 2 200D O3
? i

SCIURAMONIeWER o o JHynenesel
OF, WALT drodod deyy Aned,
soodtn SOHR0 8T Hea!

(I saw this sculpture in Belur on 13-5- 50)

TR = Jend; LR SNARSN R = © ALINET 2,680
aoﬁosoma % 3T, HAONY HATDIROBFHTO0T, VT AR
IORATOZ FordT; D3 = Toh (D30TT © Aean® 0%
OEDITTY DTTCYT; F D = BesoR; FTWOWR = FHOD,
POOLDTIVRY; RJRAL = ZROTONFT AINT, Tonw oI (=
OTR) Q0T FEW (STOOT T FHODT), VTVOIRNRTR)

%08 = sting of a scorpion.

This sonnet was published in the annual special number of the
o3, (a Kannada weekly of Mangalore), for the year 1951.

ZedI  on

(13-5-1950)

=Hon, Qoedne eTRY 2eTOD AN
QD FoXP! OWITB FONY?
QeTIVTE BRAY, DeFeo WRD?
SN 8 QTBIOD daodoég?
FOCDBCTOE AIRGOT TEYPN?

O3T CDEROTORIROSERVOZ?

9B 08, JReWTIWT 3o 9N

DO SOVIBOTHO FSLO3.
SReRBOD ISRSTIY BT FFOD
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O, WOONT? Bwed, soreonr D e
POVANPEOBW, e goheod-
OF [, ©od [, Wohdh dned)

Qe Xeodend QI FDDEeadb,
VROI PR A¢ I, B3

DN = APody; T = WBX; Fok* (- ) = QwEN; J0BX = ﬁw;
A0 = W0 2N = HoB BNOB BReRD), VRTIITY; PO = LTy
SoenR = xed; ﬁOd_):-‘Qb = io:bﬁa).l “anQOFbC Q0.

This sonnet was published in the annual special number of
the g3 (a Kannada weekly of Mangalore), for the year
1952.

20. Manjeshwar, 2-12-55

My dear Sri Sitaramaiah : Your kind letter of the 16th Nov.
to hand here on the 18th when I was just recovering from a
few days' illness accompanied with a high temperature. It was
thus physically impossible to reply to your letter forthwith, nor
for some days thereafter too, I was feeling rather very weak.
It is since the last few days that I have been becoming well
my former self. Please therefore excuse me for this otherwise

inexcusable delay.

At the outset, | must say that it was an extremely tedious
task for me to wriggle through your serpentine script. Several
of the words were either quite illegible or incomprehensible,
untutored as I have been in deciphering such cryptograms. |

therefore earnestly request you to bear in mind always when
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vou have to write or reply to others that you are doing it to
others and not addressing such letters to your own self. Many

thanks.

| congratulate you on your nomination or appointment as
Kannada representative and part organizer of the Indian Institute

of Amorphouszn.

Now to come to the point. For the last sometime, | regret
to have to say I am having a peculiar ailment, for which I cannot
find a better or a fitter name than lassitude. (in other words
disinclination to work or to exert or interest oneself, in any mental
work). That being the case, for a fairly long while, I have not
been doing any work worth the name outside, replying to daily
post and doing other necessary correspondence, and otherwise,
simply day-dreaming. Now, you ask me to translate into English
my 75 line long Kannada apostrophe to the sea! Stark impossible
for this Johnny (at this stage at any rate). I can never hope
to bring myself even to set myself to do it still less to do it.
Pray excuse, let me implore you. Never mind if you cannot do
it : 1 earnestly request you, don't exert yourself too much at
this age and when your hands are so full. I would sincerely
advise you to leave me out, and I assure you once for all and
with all my heart, I shall never, never feel insulted : God is my

witness. That is all.

Well, I am 80 so : neither very good for my age, nor bad.
My dear brother, whose condition was extremely bad in the

earlier part of the last year (1954), is now much better ; he
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1§ staving it Mangalore with his sons where the eldest of them
IS practicing as advocate. He too is quite O.K., and all the rest
m our house are doing quite well : thank God. and many thanks
for your very Kind enquiry. Hope this will find you and yours
all m the best of health : so bless God.

21. Manjesi'lwar. 31-5-1962

My dear Mr. Sitaramaiah : Yours of the 28th inst., to hand

here today. Thanks. Re : Krishna Cult, I would recommend these
following books to you, just at present-

(1) V.C.Vaidya's 'Epic India' (out of print-?)

(2) Dr. RG Bhandarkar : 'Vaishnaviém, Saivisim and other
religious systems (grundriss der Indo-arischen Philosofie und

AlterheimsKunde' Series-Strousburg : Germany)

(3) 'Early History of the Vaishnava Sect' by Hemachand
Rayachaudhri (Calcutta University publication)

(4) Introduction to 'Bhagavad Gita or the Lord's Song'
translated by Lionel Baruett & published by .M Dent & Co.
in their 'Temple Classics' or 'Everyman's Library')

(5) Mrs. Annie Besant's 'Avatars' (Adyar Theosophical
lectures)

(6) Mrs. Besant's 'Re-Incarnation' (Theosophical publication)

(7) '‘Bhagavad Gita' translated by K.T. Telang (published in
the 'Sacred Books of the East' series - Oxford Univ. Press & )
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You will have also to read the earlier works (which have
been mentioned in Dr. Bhandarkar'sVaishnavism & C.) which
form the basis of the Vasudeva (or Krishna) cult otherwise

known as the Bhagavata System or Fkanta Dharma.

Not being in the line just at present, I am sorry | cannot
recall now any more books to my memory, but in the course

of time, if & as 1 recall any further names, I shall jot them
down & let you know.

[n the meantime, I may say that there are scarcely any good
works on the theory of Avatars, I mean good enough from a
scientific point of view. Therefore, in case your study is a rational
one, I would advise you to read the books written by the modern
day psychists on the theory of what is called Materialisation:
a very interesting subject which I am sure will throw a good
deal of light on the now more or less mysterious problem of

Avatars.

More than anything else, it is these 2 lessons that the sea
has taught & is still teaching me :

(1) The sea has as much need of the wave, as the wave
has of the sea: God has as much need of us, as we have of

Him, & He would not be, if we were not;

(2) However much we may fight & revolt against Him &
fly landwards away from Him, when at least we are spent all
in our resurrection, He takes us back to His loving breast &

fills us with a fuller life, as the sea takes the wave. Enough.

Your Sincerely.

B Roahi) ggeri-] 43



. o%°. dosgaly wsdod
22. Bangalore, 16-12-1925

My Dear Sitaramaiya : | read the recent issue of the
'Karnataka'. What a splendid review you have written! My
warmest congratulations to you.

How strange and sad that "razors are used to cut wood"
in this poor country of ours. One talented person is entrusted
with the great work of packing books and keeping accounts;
another is to correct notebooks or coach up students for
examination; so on and so forth.

I have blind, dumb faith in Good and in Goodness. The
Creator knows best what use to make of his Creations. But,
but, what of men in power in this country? I tell you,
Sitaramaiya, they have Defective Vision, if they have vision
at all. And they are to mould the future of this country !

But who am I to complain? Myself a weakling and a slave,
what right or reason have I to complain of others, big or small.
He knows what is to happen. He is, after all, the Z¢ds. May
His will be done !

23. Mysore, 4-7-1929

My Dear Seetharamaiya : My brother-in-law
Mr. Seetharama Sastri has appeared for M.A. & is to go to
Calcutta on or about the 20th of this month. He wants some
money. There is a heavy demand from Tallak* also. I can't
refuse either demand. There is need for borrowing. Has the
Basavanagudi Instalment loan fully paid up? If not, how much

" 3em TeRdT (WSS o, BIonF 2g) oD de; SosrokIsy AT,
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more is outstanding? | should like to have it cleared in the
course of these 5 or 6 days & then apply for loan again, if
need be. If the old loan is not fully paid, I will send as much
as 1s necessary to clear it off. The money I may send now
to the society, you may pay me when you get your S.S.L.C.,
remuneration. It is not my object to put you to trouble. But
as a need has arisen or is likely to arise, I have moved in
the matter. Please don't put yourself needlessly to trouble &
worry by hurrying to clear off the loan. As I have stated above,
I can advance the money now & recover from you when you
get your S.S.L.C., remuneration.

One more proposal — this again for your consideration and
opinion. In this matter also, please don't feel any delicacy.
Please let me know your convenience. From this month
onwards, I have promised to send to one of my brothers who
will join the Inter Arts class that I will send him Rs 10/- a
month. This expenditure is a new addition & naturally means
a hardship to me under my present circumstances. After you
clear off the Basavanagudi loan, can you pay about 12 or 13
Rs to City Cooperative Bank, Bangalore, every month. [ am
to send every month that amount to clear off a special loan.
If you can pay it, I will be saved the bother of sending the
money to the Bank. In course of time, you will have paid back
money you owe me. What you get as Remuneration for SSLC,
you may utilize for other payments. I thought that you would
be thinking of paying something to me when you get your SSLC
as you did last year. I think that there will be enough demand
on that money. Hence the proposal. As a matter of fact, |
can go on even if you can not make any of these payments.
This is a mere suggestion for you to consider — one way in
which you may repay the loan. But if your monetary affairs
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do not permit your making monthly instalments, you need not
bother yourself at all. You feel so delicately that I hesitated
to move the matter, but [ thought there was nothing wrong
in making a suggestion for what it is worth, and that you know
me too well to misunderstand me. So, see if you can spare
about 12 to 13 Rs a month, without much inconvenience to
you. In that case, you may agree to my proposal, otherwise,
don't bother yourself.

PS. : How is your health now” It is on the presumption that you are
keeping good health that | have written this letter. | wish you are not in

a bad mood when you receive this letter. If you are, | will have unintentionally
made you miserable.

24, : Mysore, 11-2-1930

My Dear VS | received your kind letter & books sent.
The get up of the book is excellent. | handed over the copy
of the books to Messicurs BMS, TNS, KVP, AK. Sarma’
& one or two people. | will distnibute the other copies tomorrow.
| need hardly thank you in & formal way for kindly sending

a copy w0 me

Ileuudnlmmmmmg)wmpm
in the near future. Should | get the miormation i time, | will
let you know the cxact date oo which the play will be put
on Boards

| saw the review of the PK™ Jrd issue, in the "Viswa
Kamatahs' | am really very very somy that Mr B M S s name
s dragged nto the controversy He hud himself completely and

Lo Weuaah, Moo WEED, . Bk sged ROLE S
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successtully for nearly 20 years. For some time past. he is
dragged to the front so to speak. I think a man of his temper
can hardly stand this kind of notoriety. Well. there is no helping
it. As one who loves BM.S.. 1 feel pained to read one or
tWo sentences with the word @mols  written in the 'Viswa
Kamataka'. 1 must swallow the pain. It is all fate's. [ blame
neither Mr. ARK nor Mr. TT. Sarma. They wrote what
they wrote with the best of intentions. I am sure. I wanted
to organise in an informal way, a small group of literary workers
with Mr. BM.S., as the central figure. I think I must drop
the idea, for the time being at any rate. I wish, & that is what
all of us wish. I suppose, that Mr. B.M.S. should be not only
our man, but all-Karmataka man. He must be kept above all
parties, if possible. That is my idea. Hence the pain I feel.
As 1 say, there is no helping it.

All well here. The Anniversary of the Karnataka Sangha
may come off at the end of this month or in the beginning
of next month. Mr.Galaganath will preside. A book of poems
is being published. More in my next.

2S. Mysore, 14-6-1930

My Dear V.S. : Your kind letter of the 10th instant. [ caught
hold of the receipts of the City Co-operative Society just 2
days ago & now when I want to send them to you, they are
missing. To that Society, I paid on the 17th May, Rs 42-11-
9. To the Graduates Society I paid on the 4th instant Rs.65-
12-7. So the total amount paid by me is Rs 108-8-4.

There is no reason why you should feel so keenly about
your solvency. Your monetary affairs are somewhat like mine.
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We are obliged to meet unexpected heavy expenses & we
can't fully recover at any time. It is beyond our power to plan
& adjust. Things must right themselves. All our calculations
prove fruitless.

I am sorry you did not disclose your Mysore Societies' affairs
carlier. You have needlessly lost a good deal of credit in those
Societies. After all, you had to pay small amounts. It would
not have been impossible to make some kind of adjustment
& maintained credit. 1 know why you did not disclose these
affairs to me, but you were wrong. But that does not matter now.

You may pay the amount I have now lent you when you
get your SSLC remuneration. If you cannot, do not bother.
We will think of some plan by which you will be enabled to
pay me money when I need it. I should not like you to hide
from me your monetary troubles. | may not be able to help
you as I am myself involved in debts & heavy expenses; but
I may be able to make some useful suggestions.

Both of us are foolish in our own way & can sympathise
with each other.

8. 9. ody v=dod
26. Bangalore, 12-11-1927

My dear Sitaramaiya : I have just finished reading your
Pampa Yatre. The feeling uppermost is one of wonder — that
you should have noted all so minutely and remembered so
vividly. I didn't think at the time that the sights had made
such a profound stir in you. You looked so little disturbed.
I am a loud beast and you can see and hear the ferment
working in me. Not so you — nor T.S.V. You are strong silent
men!
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And what a regard - nav, reverence, and affection have
vou brought into your delineations of friends! [ am nearly
ashamed of receiving the tribute you pay me. it is so much

more than | can consider my due and digest. Don't protest,
please.

Your descriptions are most admirable. | had no idea at first
that you had put such superb prose into what you described
to me as playful stuff meant for light reading. No. it is really
exquisite writing fit only for careful reading — if all its beauty
should be felt, of course. You have no doubt begun to talk
in a light vein, but your throat develops and swells as you
proceed. Good! Really good!!

[ have distributed copies among friends here. [ want you
to send a copy to N.N. Iyengar Esq., B.A. etc. Electrical
Engineer (from Mysore), Panjab D.T.W. Hydro Ele. Branch,
32, Jail Road, Lahore (Panjab).

Love to A.R.K. and also welcome to Bangalore.

21 Bangalore, 6-10-1929

Dear Mr Sitaramiah : I write this to seek your
co-operation in the preparation of a series of small books In
Kannada on subjects of modern interest, for which I have
secured the patronage of the Government of Mysore.

The object of the series is to make the knowledge of the
life and thought of the world of today accessible to the average
Kannada reader. Among the subjects to be dealt with will be
all natural and social sciences, as well as all branches of
humanistic culture including history, biography, civics, the
economics of industry and trade, and organisational, national
and international welfare. The governing principle is that each
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volume should serve to inculcate the modern scientific attitude,

social intention and humanistic sentiment.

The models kept in view are the Home University Library,
Jack’s People's Books. Benn's Sixpenny Library, and other
English publications of this type.

It is my earnest wish that you should contribute a volume
to this series on “Simple Economics” or “Our Monetary
System.”

[f you would deal with any other subject, I shall be glad
to consider your proposal.

[ am enclosing a memorandum of terms, and trust you will
find it generally satisfactory. I really regret that I am not in
a position at present to offer more liberal honoraria. I need
hardly say how very grateful [ will be if you will be pleased
to accept these terms and take on hand immediately the work
on writing the volume.

I shall eagerly be looking forward to your reply.

28. Bangalore, 20/21-5-1937

My dear V. Si. : Let me once again invite you to the stately
splendours of the Treasurer's office. I so greatly love to see
you there. It pleases my sense of irony. You and I, who are
such obvious misfits in the big world, can surely afford to smile
at the misfits we are in the little world of our Parishat. After
all, we are not asked to do more than the best we can. If
our best falls short of what is required, the fault is of those
that chose us.

I think it is now time you reconciled yourself to the situation
and settled down mentally to a career of ledgerolatry. I'm sure
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vou could rely upon the assiduous assistance of Mr. P Srinivasa

Rao. Between you two, I'm sure you will make the auditor
stand dumb and dazed.

If T were called upon (as of course I should and would
be) to construct a cabinet with you there in the Parliament,
do you think T would select you for the war office or the foreign
office? NO. You are the man for the treasury — if for anything

outside sanitation and village panchayats. So don't grumble any
more.

You know me too well to need explicit speech from me.
[t is pure happiness to have you by my side and hear you
fulminate against the creation. For all the pathetic figure that
you make in your statistical toils, I would any day vote for
you in preference to a hundred consummate statisticians and -
accountants.

For my dear sake, do step in once again as the Gladstone
of the Parishat. Whatever you may think of it, you may be
sure of one reward — my warm gratitude. May the new Parishat
year bring you and your office both into luck and prosperity.
With deep affection,

PS. : My dear V. Si. : | admire the way in which you are trying to
bear up. You must be brave. Our poverty and misfortune would be complete

if we hadn't the capacity to bear up. Affectionally’ G.

29. STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL Bangalore, 9-12-1937

Dear friend : This is to request that you must kindly help
me to retire from the service of the K. S. Parishat at the

close of the year.
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The state of my health, the necessities of my private affairs
and the call of certain ideals 1 have long been cherishing -
each of these makes it imperative that | should now lay aside
my public responsibilities; and I must begin by seeking relief
from what 1 have been feeling as the heaviest of them all.
You know that I have been trying to get leave to retire from
the Vice Presidentship of the Parishat for more than two years.

I can no longer postpone retiring. This decision is final and
irrevocable.,

There are many names I could propose for the office:

1. Mr. B. Venkatanaranappa, 2. Mr. Benagal Rama Rao,
3. Mr. D.C. Subbarayappa 4. Mr. B.M. Srikantia 5. Mr. Masti
Venkatesa Iyengar.

You could no doubt propose some more. The office staff
is becoming more and more efficient; and
Mr. S.V.R. as Secretary is proving quite successful without
the least need for any special help from others. He is a
gentleman of much influence and has many good friends to
work with him in intimate co-operation. I mention this to suggest
that if the general body of members is so disposed, it may
not fill the post of V.P. at all. The absence of a V.P. is not
likely to affect the work adversely now.

But what [ wish chiefly to represent to you is that I will
not be able to spare any time in the coming year for the work
of the Parishat. My request to be released should not be
postponed this time.

Thanking you for granting the request,
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30 Bangalore, 5-1-1946

My dear friend - 1 am very thankful for your letter of

21/12

| have noted with appreciation that you are keeping a nice
sense of distinction between what is public and what is private:
= Your letter has come in a “service™ envelope duly franked,
because the “Prabuddha Karnataka” matter is an official
matter. Quite right! You have scrupulously rendered unto Ceaser
what is Ceaser's in mulcting the Post Office in the sum of
one anna and a half.

I admit you have succeeded in transferring the responsibility
to the shoulders of Mr.Krishna Iyengar. Alas! I haven't read
his work so thoroughly, and I'm afraid the effort of searching
for his book and scanning it is too much for me now. [ wonder
where Mr. K. Iyengar caught hold of the story.

And here is some more fun. On the 1st or the 2nd, I chanced
to meet G.P.R. In the course of our talk, he asked me, of
his own accord, whether the story given by K. Iyengar is a
true one; because Kailasam himself told GP.R. that a question
exactly the same as the one attributed to me was put to him
(Kailasam) by some other friend, of course to be favoured with
the same reply. Will not someone agree to be the permanent
interlocutor? Kailasam apparently needs one.

Do you not know — I am not a “fan” for anyone outside
of my own dear self? I don't think I have met Mr. Kailasam
more than twice or three times in the course of the last ten
or twelve years; and no meeting was of more than a quarter
— or a half — hour's duration — except the one at Mr. S.G.S's
for dinner during the birthday festivities. My opinion of
Kailasam's work as contribution to literature I have not stated
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to anyone. You have reviewed his work in the “Hindu™, |

haven't and 1 wouldn't. 1 wonder who originated the story.

There's no need for me to worry. | only thought it proper
to draw a public journal's attention to a suspected case of
inaccuracy in its pages. | am glad to find that the inaccuracy
is not the journal's or its contributor's. There the matter should
end so far as you are concerned.

You say — “We need not ... assure you of the profound
regard we have for you. We will not knowingly cause you
annoyance.” Surely you need not. For two different reasons:
(1) I was never in any doubt of it. (2) It is beside the point.
How can you help having profound regard for me? How can
I help feeling likewise towards you? Flummery! Flummery!!

It seems you and Sreenivasamurthy called at my place on
the Ist towards the evening. I had gone out to give a little
entertainment to my nephew in the Cubbon Park. What a joy
it should have been to see you and hear you about the great
doings of the Conference in Madras. I was told your speech

at the Hindi Prachar Sabha was very good in form and
substance.

My radio machine had been taken out for repairs on the

day you were all on the air. I could assure you it was not
by design. How did it go off?

Has S.V.S. given you a copy of my recent book? Take it
from him. That strong silent man seems to take a delight in
keeping me in the dark.

By the bye, could you put together the several international
money management documents like the Brettonwoods and'
prefix to it a historical and explanatory note, to be presented
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by vou to the Gokhale Institute? | shall if necessary write to
the V.C. and obtain the University's permission. The paper may
be published as a pamphlet. Please think of it and let me hear

All good luck and happiness to you.

31 Bangalore, 28-2-47, 2.15 pm

My dear V.Si. : Who is playing on the violin just now at
the Akasha Vani station? Please convey to him or her my
grateful appreciation of the rendering of =otdcors. The
fingering showed signs of diffidence. The bowing was timid.
But the artist showed a keen sense of the delicate loveliness
of the movements of the Raga. With practice and cultivation,
the artist is sure to do exceedingly well, because he or she
has the flair. Of course you will not communicate my criticism
if the artist fancies himself or herself a sun or a moon. A
good many of our stars have gone down to the bottom of the
sea that way. Let this one also if he would. Thyagaraja, I fancy,
was a most tender-hearted man; otherwise it is difficult to
account for his having chosen this most tender and moving
of Ragas to sing of the severity of the law of Fate. “codb
oo, RO Beem.”

Please tell Sri Rallapalle (Lord! What a name for the native
place of so gentle and sweet a man!) that I look forward to
his elaborating this Raga when I go there next time. He sang
a3 that day. But that deserves a whole hour — if not a
whole evening — for itself. It is a great masterpiece.

Compared to music, what a crude thing is the instrument
given to you and me (as we fancy) and so many besides for
self-expression. I thank God He has given us the ear. What
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IS wrong about Ihayamma's presiding? I've been suggesting
a public address to Bangalore Nagarathamma.

32. Bangalore, All Fools Day 1-4-60

My dear Sitaramiah,: Your letter is totally unnecessary. |
merely wanted information about timings for work with you.
But you are you: aspen.

Vayu is an unfeeling reckless god. He must blow and be
d_d.

You will have done me a great service if you put into that
boy's head some sense of how we both value him. He thinks
[ have no appreciation of his worth. How can I convince him
of my appreciation? You must speak to him on my behalf.

He is often absent-minded, self-depreciatory, and morbidly
sensitive. You know my defect: a seeming lack of consideration
for the weak, — an apparent harshness towards the weeping
and the whining. Really, V. Si., do you feel at heart that I
am so insensitive and rough as all that? Ramaswami is dear
to me, and it is my sincere wish to help him to grow, in every
sense. I look upon him as a possible successor to me at the
Institute. (What a legacy to bequeath!) He has intelligence,
vivacity, sense of language, and sense of grammar. He has
real goodness of heart and is sensitive to fine impulses. He
has sometimes shown judgement and insight. He, — like me,
— lacks some points of strength. Does that matter? What does
matter is steadiness of character and constancy in devotion.
Please convince him that his future is secure as a worker for
the Institute, so long as he cares for it and I am here,

Please also consult his convenience as to working hours and
fix the timings and then let me know. We have heavy work
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il end of May He may afterwards be able to find some free
time.

I don’t think you need mention to him the letters that have
passed between us.

Do come for a chat soon.

33. Bangalore, 13-12-68

My dear Sitaramiah : You have had more than ten days
now in which to work off the heat of the award day. How
you had worked yourself up that day! [ suppose you can now
take a calm, sober view of the matter. Listen: the 80th birthday
passed off more than forty years ago, thus; I was then living
in Shankarpur. One summer evening, I found myself left alone.
Venkannaiya had gone to Talak. It was a sultry evening, and
[ went out for a stroll. Going Chamrajpet fifth road by the
Hardinge Road, I turned east and took the Krishnarajendra
Road and came in front of the Mahila Seva Samaj. I sat idly
on a cement-concrete bench there for a whiff of fresh air.
Turning to West, I caught sight of a figure moving into the
Mahila Samaj maidan from the Uttaradi Mutt corner. It looked
a tall female. I looked to right and to left. Not a soul anywhere.
[ said to myself: "Ah, now's good luck coming my way." The
figure took the footpath cutting diagonally across the maidan.
As it came nearer, | saw it had covered its head, as though
with a red sari. I said to myself: "Ah, this is even better -
unencumbered and free!" I got up from my seat and walked
up to the figure. When it was just 5 or 6 feet between us,
the figure said: "Sa0Ze!" It was the dry old stick of a Swami
of the Arya Samaj rewiining after the night meal from mundy

A
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merchant Sri S. K. Narasimhayya's house. I rumbled my Sk,

- Managing to gulp down my saliva which had turned bitter
meanwhile. Bitter saliva!! So passed off the phantom and with
it my 80th birthday. You were too too late in the field.

Now give up the madness. You of course meant to
be kind. You were indeed generous — as you have always been
to me these 45-50 years. But | should not make myself
ridiculous — ridiculous in my own eyes. Do you not know —
[ have never had the birthday of any child of mine celebrated?
I don't even remember their birthdays. I consider this birthday
business a kind of petting - petting and hugging our own dear
selves. It is a kind of vanity and certainly a vulgarity.

- I have taken part in celebrating only two birthdays: (1)
Dadabhai Naoroji's 94th or 95th, and (2) Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya's. | spoke at Rajagopalachari's 85th or so and

recently at Rajaratnam's 61st. I can't recall any other, and these
were all special cases to me.

[ rejoice in republican anonymity. I have also a superstition.
M.R. Srinivasa Murthy's father Ramachandra Rao had his
Jaina-bin-fana within the week of his 80th birthday festivity.
Take care. I may become a wild ghost and give no peace
to the celebrators. You know I am a revengeful sort. I carry
on my revenge even after I leave here.

Now be a good boy and sensible. Why do you want to
join the crowd? Let those who think well of themselves have
their days. I won't come in their way of making as much of
themselves as they like. I won't be a killjoy to them. But for
myself I insist I must be left to myself. I feel I compromised
myself on the award day. It came so suddenly, and 1 would
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have hurt others if | declined to fall into line with others. But
privately, do you know [ consider it a bit of silliness? Have
you looked at the stupid piece of metal? It is stupid and silly

It is neither useful nor beautiful - neither a thing for use nor
one for decoration.

[ am tired - God knows. [ am tired in body and in soul.
And any celebration of my dear self is only taking my tiredness
to the point of exhaustion. Do you remember the lines I wrote
40 years ago — moond @ in d3ex33? | stand there even
today. No birthday celebration can modify my position.

“Uda%oﬁ)& &raecﬂcimmeoao& - wiodee BO3eR™

Fools that we all are, let us avoid becoming greater fools.

Love is the one great thing in life. You give me that; and
that is enough.

34. G.I.P.A., Bangalore, 25-3-69

My dear Sitaramiah : You have honoured me greatly and
made me very happy by the kindness of your visit of yesterday
(Monday). I shall long remember it and feel very grateful. You
are all, if I may say so, gentlemen entitled to respectful attention
at the hands of your fellow citizens. The kindness and affection
you gave me is therefore most significant and encouraging to
me. God bless you and keep you always happy.

After you left, my sister-in-law (Mrs. D.V.R.) said "V.Si.
has had his point!" I asked how? and she said: "He has carried
out what he proposed to do. You were protesting against it!"

[ saw her point and said that I stand defeated — and so
nicely defeated.
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But the scale of presents was too. too generous. So much
of it was not necessary at all. | guess your Minister of Finance
was the same ~ More urge Bhoy that was my Minister of
Finance 35 years ago at the Parishat. | am familiar with his
way in spending — A Bhoja out of his context. How many
kinds of eats — all delicious and tempting to an old and sick
man! 1 sampled all, but was partial to Chiroti.

The cloth pieces were totally unnecessary. And you must
have spent more than a hundred rupees. I could have done
without that.

The most welcome present was the garland; a work of Art
by the hands of both God and Man.

More than all, of course, was the joy we all felt. And that
joy is because of its purity and spontaneity, an issue of the
best in our own natures. That is true Ananda.

May it be given me to enjoy such warmth of friendship
from you and see you all happy and strong and devoted to
high purposes.

33, Bangalore, 18-1-1975

My dear friend : I took up ‘08 because it has an essay
by my brother Sri D. V. Seshagiri. It is well-written, free from

pedantry or pomposity. I am glad you got him to do it.

But I want to draw your attention to one aspect of writing
In 8) %R, FJoIS. I saw the essay on ‘ﬁadaadmﬁrd‘ and
feel like writing this.

The discussions about the place and date and identity of

the poet are archaeological. Properly speaking, they do not
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belong to poetics at all. Whichever the place and the date of
the poet, we are concerned here with his poetry or other literary
work. Did he write so as to appeal to his contemporaries and
what did he write? Did he write in a way that appeals to the
reader of today and what has he to say? These, primarily,
are the questions to be answered.

Ancient controversies about place, date, etc. are of
subordinate or subsidiary importance.

If some pages are left unfilled by your omitting controversy

about place and date, those pages may be given to a reprint
of the text.

This is as it occurs to me. If you will consider this, it is
enough for me. The series is good. Go ahead.

[
3. a&oﬁaaj, w3003

36. Mysore, 30-9-30

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah: Your letter of the 29th inst. and I
am glad to know that you are getting some of your poems
printed. But the publication of my pictures is just what I really
dislike; not because I don't like the idea of their being used
as illustrations in poetical works, but because the blocks as
well as the prints published in Prabudha Karnataka, & C. are
not at all up to the mark! They are too cold & heart rending!
Even the Ardhanareswara block that was made by the Times
of India is very unsatisfactory. The lines in the block are twice
as thick as those in the original, though the original is twice
as big as the block itself. You know it was a picture of delicate
lines of different thicknesses, the thickest line being only half
as thick as in the block. You can now imagine the blunder!
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The block of Mad after Veena has a very uneven background
with dark patches at the top & in other places. spoiling the
balance of the picture entirely. By such crude blocks & bad
prints, it is quite impossible to have a clear idea, why, even
a rough idea, of the beauty of the originals, and so the real
worth or beauty of Indian Art ! And It will be marring the
reputation of the artist too to a great extent. Don't you think
so? I know for certain that the publishers never intend to do
harm to the reputation of the artist & the country, but the
consequence is automatically or unconsciously such. What a
pity we haven't got first rate block makers in India, if any,
no liberal good pay masters for them !

[ shall be highly obliged to you, rather I consider it a great
service you would do to Indian art & to your friend, if you
make up your mind not to publish my pictures. It is a request.
If you think you can't do without them, you may use them,
provided the block is really very good & printing very
satisfactory. I hope you have fully understood why I generally
dislike the publication of my pictures. [ am very busy & so
couldn't spare more time in explaining things more fully than
I have done.

Hope you are keeping very good health.

37 Mysore, 9-10-30

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah : While writing to the Times of India,
Bombay for the blocks as you have promised, please write
that one sentence "Copy right reserved by the artist", must
be introduced in the smallest type at the left corner of each
block. If you have already written, you may & must write an
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urgent reminder to introduce the said sentence which is quite
essential under the present circumstances. Soon after you get
those blocks with proof copies from Bombay, please send them
0 me, as you have promised, for approval. Don't hesitate to

let me know what extra cost you will have to pay. Please
trv to be frank.

'_"J
=]

Mysore, 6-11-30

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah : 1 am returning the proof prints of
Sidhartha, sent by you, along with two good photos of the
relief and it is hoped that you yourself will be able to know
the vast difference between the photos & proofs when you
make a keen observation by placing the photos & proofs side
by side. I shall however be glad to give a few hints. The
expression of Buddha in the proof is not as clear as in the
photo, — the expression of disgust with the impermanency of
the world being the most important aspect in the work, besides
the sorrowful expression of Kantaka, & C. The proof is too
flat & is incapable of showing the depth of the relief — i.e.,
"perspective" and depth of colours. Perhaps, you may wonder
at what I mean "the depth of colour in a colourless relief."
But I am sorry, I can't spare enough of time now to explain
it to you through the crude medium of pen. I hope you will
certainly understand to some extent what I mean if you only
spend an hour or so over the photos & proof. The proof copy
on which an asterick is marked is about the best of the four
prints sent. Please take the best one & compare it with the photos.

When a reproduction is not worthy of the photos at least,
(let alone the original work) with all the details & C. I think
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it does not fully serve the purpose for which it is intended.

It 1s no longer an illustration.

[ hope you have instructed the Times Press people to send
me proof prints for my approval & suggestion before the
required number of copies are printed. You know there is no
use of sending the proofs to me when all the copies are printed
before approval.

P.S: Please note that when the proofs are approved & the required number
of copies are printed, all the blocks must be sent to me, so that they may
not again be used as book & news paper illustrations, as those works were

not meant for such.

39. Mysore, 20-12-30

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah : Your Reg. letter of the 17th inst.
with new proofs of Ardhanareswara & Seshanna to hand.
The Times Press people have not yet sent me any proof. You
have rightly observed that the proofs are not up to the mark
— not true to the photos supplied. The trouble I took to give
them a detailed instruction about the proof in my last letter
seems to be to no purpose! They have never cared to remove
the writing "copy right....." from the body of the pictures. I
don't know what your instruction was to them in this connection.
You know the photos had no such writing when they were
given to you. How unaesthetic one must be to have introduced
the writing inside the picture!

The oval is imperfect & is bending towards one side. The
bust appears as if it were caged in a narrow imperfect oval
cage. A well proportioned "space" in a work of Art has more
value & meaning than "rhyme & rhythm" in poetry. This bust
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should ha\'v a Sspace of least one nch on all the three Qlt"t'_‘ql
nght. left & top, the bottom having only as much space as
't has now in the profile, be it oval or rectangle In my opinion,

the oval s quite unhappy in this case. The rectangle is
preferable.,

The idea of having both the photos of the bust on one page
only is, no doubt, admirably economical, but very injurious to
Art unfortunately. If you are hard pressed for economy I think
it is better to have only one, preferably the profile. The size
may be 3 2" x5 %", 3 % " x 5§ A" without any writing
inside this. For more than one reason, I think there is no
necessity for you to have two different illustrations of the bust
as in Art books. I hope you have observed the difference in
the Ardhanareswara proof too. The lines are lifeless & the
lines on the lotus petals are almost lost & the writing still
remains in the same place it was before.

I am sorry to hear that you are very much worried by your
Presswalla, perhaps owing to delay. You say that your book
was ready about the Ist October but you do not, perhaps,
remember that it was on the 29th Sept. that you wrote me
for the first time about your intention to have some of the
illustrations of my works in your book & wanted my permission.
To avoid such worries & much loss of time & C. to both
of us, it would have been better if you had written to me about
3 or 4 months before, if not earlier. Your asking me to pass
these defective proofs, when you yourself are quite conscious
of the defects, is really very funny! This is very like my asking
a well known poet to pass the defective proofs of his original
poems from the press (because of the delay) the defects for
instance being the omission of only one letter in each word,
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or ol space from one word to another. or omission of heoth
in each of the thousand lines. or the introduction of an asterisk
here & there, or at least only omissions & additions of wE s
or %&'s & C. in each line ' To pass such defective proof
would be quite against one's conscience & to the detriment
of Indian Art.

You have rightly guessed that I will overlook a thousand
faults of yours: I am glad to say I am even eager to possess
such spiritual power or power of resignation or that of endurance
as to overlook — rather — not even to notice even the personal
injuries that may be done to me by any. I shall be glad to
overlook the liberty you took to have my pictures in your book,
but at any rate, I cannot, in the interest of Art, think of allowing
defective & inartistic reproductions to be published. No doubt
it is too kind of you to have so much love for my humble
works as you say, but the true love is to be shown in getting
the best reproductions true to the photos made, irrespective
of time & cost. What I want you to do is to get the first
rate reproductions made which should be true to the photo at
least which will not bring discredit. You may get them done
any where. I leave that choice to yourself. You know what
amount of difference there is between the original & the photo,
& you can easily imagine now the gulf of difference between
the original & the defective reproduction, & thereby the amount
of injury done to Art — let alone the injury to the reputation
of the creator of the work — the humble. You know the original
of Ardhanareswara was lost & so your readers will have to
judge the merit of this work, — say Indian Art, by the defective
reproductions you kindly introduce in your books. The other
originals, as you know, are with princes, where it is not possible
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for all vour readers to see them & to know the true difference
between the reproductions & the originals

If, under the present circumstances, it i1s not possible for
vou to get better blocks & prints made. it would be quite sane
to give up the idea of having those illustrations in your book
for the present. | shall be glad to pay the cost of those blocks.
We shall hope for better luck next time. You know the fact
that the "Time lapses & the good or evil done to Art remains forever."

Please return the copy of my letter to the manager of the
Times Press, which | had enclosed in my last letter to you
about a month ago.

I am going out for a change as [ am much worried mentally.
I am tired of lengthy & unpleasant correspondences. I hope
to be back by the 5th or 6th of next month.

Proofs & photos enclosed.

T3e300Y Gagoaa' [TThieleln]
40. ﬁ@%ﬁ?, 8-10-1935

3eSRT  D.2.0DJT  AJYHONY Tl I {e[PT  2F.
éeﬁodaafa, DT, ©IF SeDIF) Mysore Oriental Proceed-
ings XI, (a) No.36 T9 aBcdomd &3, <oHRT =g (Vol.
21, No. I 1936) o9 ©TT *'acaoﬁaab BRBOING:

"Basaweshwara cannot be contemporary of the Kalchurya
Emperor Bijjala but of the subordinate of Rayamurari Sovideva
Bijjala Naika of Mangalvedu in.."

B DROSDIIT), type TIPRBAKCPNRO OFT DTS
atolelovevinietinle BICIaDNALY FORICFTOD Q2.
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0. ON® add«boa!od% wz300d
4] [London. 26-5-31

My dear Mr. Sitaramaiya : Kindly accept my sincere thanks
for the copy of 'Agraha’, so kindly sent by you. It is very
kind of you to have thought of me when I am so far off and
that too when I am not Secretary, 1.B.C.

Re : the nasty things that may be said to annoy
Mr. BMS in connection with this book, you know
Mr. BMS and Mr. BMS knows you very well. Hence there
is no danger. For God's sake don't meet the danger half way.

The book is excellently got up, as usual with Mr. V.S.'s
publications. I read it the same night I got the copy. My friend
Mr. P. V. Raghavendra Rao, ICS has taken it home. The plot
is splendid. The delineation of the hero's character and the way
in which Krishna brings about the meeting between Gandhari
etc. and the Pandavas are admirable. In every way the book
is excellent. I sincerely congratulate you on your publication
and pray for the necessary peace of mind and ease for you
to facilitate the production of many more worthy publications
of the type for the benefit of the Kannadigas. You are serving
the Kannada country silently and more usefully. May you
publish many more of this type!

I am not civilized, as you are aware by your constant
reference to my Rwozb. If I have written anything undesirable,
excuse me please.

Now about the death of your grandmother, I think it is real ly
a loss to lose an experienced loving old Granny. But you should
by now have got over the bereavement, being a student of
philosophy — theoretical and practical. If you want me to be
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formal, please accept my condolences on the sad bereavement
vou sustained - otherwise, this rugged man's writing anvthing
more on this will be out of place

Glad 0 hear your brother - Hazarat Subbaiva recovered
from his illness. How is he now? Hope all well in your house
You will get on splendidly from July 1932 onwards.

With sincere namaskarams to vou and thanking you,

PS kindly convey my thanks to Mr B.S. Rama Rao for sending me
a copy of the recent work of Mr. K.V. Puttappa. | will write to him later

42 :.’nd.m::b. 22-12-73
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43, Bangalore, 11-11-1927

Dear Mr. Sitharamaiya : | have received the copy of
Pampayatre which you have so kindly sent me. It is an excellent
little book — just such an one as your friends would expect
from you. A friend was complaining a few days ago of the
beginning of the yatre as too light for such a heart-breaking
ruin's description. But that is lightness that brings in more vivid
contrast later the sense of pain & loss — the sorrow and
humiliation of a defeat beyond words. The descriptions at the
end are beautiful. You have added to our literature.

44. Zoneded, 1947

of Q. AT00R0N; BITY  QTIND.  BeII BFoIw
WD ONF, Sony XowIoRT, 200HTT B¢ Ge.0.mows
(B.2.2) I3[0, B0 DK RowFohTN TFLIFeD T AT,
2e0I0BON R8N BTTLH, THE DORBD. B IoTFFRY 93T
TOBTBNY  FeToNJTY, MTIER ©JTOR Q0T 20T
VOTPTODTEOR FYRWEBR. YD IDNRR  YODTT S e
D0  TTOOT DOF IoWIR saaeocd WO dewaami
20DY B8 ajgamal wdé%eé. TNt AT 3003 "Tomeosos
&¢ modagadda" JoTA) aaaosoam& V0D BT SR,
$3e8 QdTOD mgﬁom TOENPOTO &R eﬁosaﬂb‘a1 3P VT HT
ST eR.
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45, donvndd, 24-12-1953
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46 Ahwd. 24-12-1964
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3. 8. RoFeerTed vx=dod
48. Belgaum, 30-1-1949

My dear Principal Q.2¢. : [ am really thankful to you for
your favour of the 25th inst. You are waxing eloquent in
expressing your interest in us and in evincing your affection
for us. The idea of extending an invitation to you originated
from the management and they are not sorry for that. They
have expressed their fullest satisfaction in your performance.
On the other hand those who were absent that day have heartily
expressed their regret. In short all of us are very happy to
see that I had selected the right sort of person for our functions.
Of course in this behalf [ cannot forget the contribution of
Prof. V. G. Kulkarni by way of his suggestions and hospitality

etc.

As for myself I have to say this much that [ am born to
suffer and suffer. I have suffered so long and is sufficiently
hardened to endure further sufferings. This temper I have
acquired by the sympathy and support of my well-wishers and
students to whom I am greatly indebted. I do remember how
kind you were at Mysore to give me all the possible help in
my ailment and how great pains you took in going over to
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me once more at night to inquire after my health The
circumstances were not favourable for me to show even some
courtesy to you and to keep company with you here. However,
you had been very kind to accede to my request and to come

over here for lectures.

TRBeerd daledorvea® waidod
49, Mangalore, 6-7-1935

My dear Sitaramiah : Your letter. How can I thank you for
all the trouble you've taken on my behalf! But [ am not going
to attempt it. | am once again looking forward to meeting
you in the course of the next week. My only regret is that
[ won't be able to stay in B'lore for more than two days.

The review in 'The Hindu' of Mr. Chettur's book was written
by Dr. Cousins. I had not suspected that he would do it. There
is a still more panegyrio review in the 'Madras Mail'. Mr.
Chettur knows the art of making friendship where they be
useful. For our next College Day, on my suggestion, he is
thinking of getting Dr.C.V.Raman or Mr.N.S.Subba Rao to
preside. [ trust we shall succeed in getting one or the other
of the two.

I'am glad you don't miss Grace Moore in your local Cinema.
[ had seen and heard her before in a minor picture and even
then I had been charmed by her voice. The film you've seen
is her best and has been a most popular one everywhere. Yet
I have to be satisfied or unsatisfied with fourth rate pictures

taken half-a-century ago. The local Cinema is fast destroying
all my interest in films.
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The other day I had a music "Jalsa" in our house. Syt.
Nilakanta Buva Gadgoli was the singer. He is the disciple
of Savai Gandharva who again is the most favoured disciple
of Abdul Karim. Syt. Gadgoli definitely belongs to the first rank
of musicians, and I had a rare treat of listening to high class
music of Abdul Karim's school. I thought every now and then
of you, because you'd have appreciated it so much. What
a pity that the man has to rot in Garud's Dramatic Coy! But

he has to do something for a living. He has only lately joined
this troupe.

Ever since his return from B'lore Karanth has been here
busy setting up his Block Process machine in the working order.
The latest acquisition to his library (until some friend makes
it his own) is Jesus Wept by Arthur Wragg, a book of powerful
sketches in black and white one of the most moving books
[ have seen. Two of the illustrations had been reproduced in
the 'London Mercury' some time ago, and they had stuck deep
in my memory. It is a book to possess.

From the days I came here from B'lore our College has
had me in its grips allowing me no time to do anything on my
own. But I haven't yet forgotten the taste of "Basundi" of your
Bombay Komala Vilas, of course made sweeter in your company.*

* f:lcﬂ?6 X0 =F, oo 8R.5. T00Z

(XABWITBY  TOOIDH D BOADTTL)

&

50. Mangalore, 4-3-1936

My dear Sitaramayya : No, don't be surprised, please. I've
been wanting to write to you since a long time, but somehow
or other I couldn't do it till now.
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You may have read in the papers about Mr. Chettur's death
He had been ailing from stomach-ache since the last three years
but he went on neglecting it in spite of all our remonstrations.
In June last his complaint took a serious turn, and inspite of
the advice of Doctors he would not take complete rest. The
strain of work soon told upon him and in December last his
iliness took a turn, the results of which were unmistakable.
It was Cancer of a malignant type, though he was kept ignorant
of it till the very last. Inspite of false hopes the doctors knew
that the end would not be far. I am writing this to you in a
matter-of-fact manner, but [ cannot conceal from you the sense
of deep loss and anguish I am personally feeling at this moment
at his death. More than any member of his staff he had a
very high regard for me, and we were moving with each other
not as Principal and subordinate but as almost equals, the more
so as I was closely associated with him in all his literary work
and in all the many extra-curricular activities of our College.
The brightest era in the history of our College has closed with
his death. The College will go on with all its dull routine, but
the spirit of all that is best has fled from it.

One Mr. Narayan Gowd, Professor of Chemistry, Arts
College, Rajahmundry, has been appointed as Principal of our
college now. Till now he has been a subordinate in it, and he
has earned the reputation of being a very quiet and non-
interfering man. But we cannot say. The new position might
easily turn his head. However we are hoping for the best.

With his appointment here, my position here has become
rather insecure, because in a second grade College like ours
there is no place for two Chemistry men. He can do only
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Chemistry work himself. So there is every likelihood of my
bemg shifted from here. If that happens, I cannot say whether
I will be really sorry because it is impossible for me to go

on here as | used to do till now.

You may know---why, you yourself must have had a hand
in it---that I have been asked by Mr. D.V. Gundappa to deliver
a lecture in Kannada during your Spring Literary Festival there.
I highly appreciate the honour done to me in that request, but
you know my short-comings. There is another consideration
also. I have been the Chairman of the Board of Examiners
in Intermediate Chemistry (Madras), and this work will keep
me busy till about the tenth May next. As such I do not know
whether I'll be able to undertake the lecturing business even
if [ have a mind to do it. However I have replied to the effect
that I'm considering the kind invitation and that I'll definitely
inform them by the end of the 15th of this month. What do
you advise me to do? If you can get hold of a better man
than myself for a subject like Chemistry why shouldn't you
ask him? You may keep me as your very last choice.

I have now a request to make to you. As the Chairman
of the Board, I have a right to hold the Examiners' meeting
(sometime between first April and the 4th) at any place [ want.
Just now the choice for me is between Bangalore and Madras.
It is many years now since 1 went to Madras, but your presence
in Bangalore makes me partial to the latter place. If the meeting
is to be held in Bangalore you will kindly enquire and find out
whether we can hold a meeting in our Parishat building itself?
The time will be, say, from 1 to 5:30 PM, and the number
of persons to meet is only 7. If there is any chance of allowing
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me to hold our meeting there | shall formally and officially
write to Mr. Gundappa about this. Kindly let me know. Failing
the Parishat building 1 should personally like to hold the meeting
i your College if that is possible. Since I'll have to decide
about this shortly, kindly let me know about this as early as
possible. But remember, please, I'll decide about Bangalore only

if you will be in station during the period I have stated above!
More after I hear from you.

PSS : T forgot to thank you for your kind copy of your latest work.

I have also distributed all the copies you had sent here to the respective

gentlemen.

What is Rajaratnam doing? I had an occasion to write to
him some days ago, and he has not yet replied to me; and
it was a business letter too which I had written to him! You
remember my wife's translation of Uncle Vanya? He had taken
the book with him to make some corrections in it. Mr. Bendre
who had seen the book while he was with us wants now to
publish it in the Manohara Granthamala of Dharwar. Hence
[ had written to Rajaratnam to send it to us as early as possible.
So far there is not even a reply from him. If you meet him
will you kindly remind him of it?

Karanth is just now in Puttur, but he will be returning to
us in a day or two. My daughter, Jayavanthi, had a rather
serious attack of her complaint recently, but now she is all
right. She is under the 'Kunhe's treatment', which I have found
to be more beneficial to her than any other.

It was with almost a shock that I heard from Karanth a
few days ago in casual conversation that your brother is no
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more. What a good man he was, and how loving to you' You

must be keenly feeling the loss.

Kindly remember me to brothers Kailasam and Iyer. How
goes the world with them now?

al. Puttur, 18-5-1940

My dear Sitaramiah : | am afraid I'll have to send Shankru
to B'lore in a day or two for personally trying for a seat for
the Honours Course in Chemistry or Physics in the Central
College. I have already written to Sri B.M.Srikantiah about this,
and Shankru will come there armed with a letter from my F-
in-law to Mr N.S. Subba Rao. He will have to see these two
gentlemen as soon as he comes there. I'm afraid either you
or Rajaratnam have to do everything that may be necessary
to secure a seat for Shankru there. I know I am asking a
lot from both of you but I know also that with your usual
kindness you'll help me in this.

We got Shankru's and Chandam's results only on the evening
of the 15th. Shankru has of course secured first class, but we
were disappointed to find Chandam, contrary to our expectations,
got only a second class. She was standing first in her group
in our college, but there has been no first class in our college
from that group. Anyhow since she will take up the pass B.Sc.
course in our college itself (if our attempts at Bangalore-
matrimonial-do not succeed) it does not matter at all whether
she gets a First or Second class. Here are Shankru's marks
sent to me by a friend and obtained privately.

English 158 out of 300 (These are very good marks in our
university), Kannada 104 out of 200, Maths 118 out of 150,
Physics 120 out of 150, Chemistry 97 out of 150.
oS Toshéd eyen-1 83
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Shankru will also have to try for a seat in the Central College

Hostel. You'll also have to help him kindly in this.

His marks in Chemistry are a bit disappointing because that
is his pet subject which he wants to take up for the Honours
Course. In the college he was very good in this subject. In
case on the strength of these marks a seat in the Physics
Course is offered to him, he is willing to take it up but knowing
him as 1 do, 1 know he will do much better in Chemistry.

I am writing to Sri Rajaratnam also about this. You may
expect Shankru in a day or two.

Please give my regards to Sri Venkoba Rao.

52. Madras, 6-3-1945

My dear Sitaramiah : I am extremely sorry I did not reply
to your first letter. I simply put off the writing and now I have
received your second letter. With regard to the article you want
[ am terribly diffident about it. No doubt the subject is an
interesting one but whether I shall be able to make it so is
another question. Anyhow I shall have a try at it and send
you something by the end of this month—but only on condition
that it should go in only if you think it is really good. (Excuse
the weak sentence.)

And now I must tell you how happy we both were to hear
from you atlast. But hereafter please try to reply immediately
to any specific thing we ask of you. There is that case of
'Sohrab and Rustom'. We waited and waited for your permission
till the last day of the broadcast-and then some sketch had
to be written hastily a few hours before the actual broadcast
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for the purpose of broadcasting! Sivaswamy of the AT R. (he
1s incharge of the Kannada programmes also) wants light
Kannada sketches for 2, 3 or 4 voices and for 15 mins. duration.
They pay Rs.25 for each such sketch broadcast. The Rs.25/-
is only for the right to broadcast. The Kannada sketches are
broadcast once a fortnight. Sivaswamy asked so many times
to write a few for him. I am incapable of doing this work
now. Even if I was I have to take permission of our Govt.
and what not. So I am asking everybody I know to do this
work if possible. The other day Karanth (Sivaram) was here.
I have asked him also. And now I am asking you too. I think
this is better work than doing an occasional review for the

'Hindu', tho' of course you have been doing that so splendidly.

Yes, it was at my suggestion that the Secretariat Party
staged your &n®! But I had definitely asked them to get your
permission before doing so. On the day of the performance
I found that your name had not appeared on the hand bill and
I was thoroughly annoyed. [ asked them later about it, and
they told me that in spite of their having written to you, you
had not replied to them, and they didn't know what to do, -
[ thought it was a case of Sohrab and Rustom all once
again. [ must confess I was terribly angry with you all the

time!

Yes, they had the gate, but the show like all their shows
was for some charity which I do not remember. All the same
they ought to have sent you a token royalty. They will meet
me shortly again and I shall remind them of it. They have
decided to stage the play in Mangalore during the coming
Easter.

T "oy eers-1 85



I'he play went off much better than | expected. The curtain
rose on a beautifully staged Pantomime action depicting the
fight between Duryodhana and Bhima. It was only after this
the central play began. The Stage settings etc., were quite
good. Lighting effects were given with some imagination. And
throughout the play the Gemini Studio Orchestra gave quite
good background music and sound effects. It was on the whole
a well produced play. Ofcourse there were defects here and
there, and that they have decided to get over in their next
performance of the play (at Mangalore).

For the first time in the history of their dramatic activities
they staged a Karnataka play, and that is why I gave them
all the assistance they require. I find they have much better
ideas regarding stage-craft, acting etc., than our own Mithra
Mandali. 1 have found it impossible to educate the latter
towards modern ideas. M.M. still wants to walk on in the
same old Gubbi Veeranna twaddle - a brilliant example of which
they gave only the other day.

It was nauseating from beginning to end.

Did you listen to Madras A.LLR. 'Yamana Solu' (Puttappa's)
on Sunday the 25th? My wife did "Savitri". She did it extremely
well. I would like you to hear these fortnightly Sunday evening
Kannada Sketches. You may generally hear one or other

familiar voice in them.

I haven't yet met the student you mention, and I don't know
whether I'll be able to meet him, because the work from this
term is already over in most departments. However [ shall
try today itself and let you know.

86 T Vo 2ger-1



Shankru is in Bombay. Jayavanthi was on the A.I.R again

- . | . :
on the 27th. She sang much better in the evening than in
the aftermoon.

Both my wife and myself send our affectionate regards to

you. We know what you are passing thro! But God is great
- or is He?

53. Madras-10, 14-7-1948

My dear V. Si. : Your card from Chikmagalur was a surprise.
I do not know if I should congratulate you or commiserate
with you for your having been appointed Superintendent of a
college yet to be born. Probably I should do the latter. Yes,
it is comforting to learn that your Government knows whom
to look for, when any good work is to be done.

I am glad to inform you that my daughter Shanthi was
delivered of a baby boy on 16th of June last. Both are doing
well. This event has kept - and is still keeping - my wife
tremendously busy, although this is the 3rd event for her. The
child is named Sivashankar - after my F-in-law and the F-

in-law of Shanti.

I haven't heard from Joshi since the last 2 or 3 months,
I had quite forgotten about the whole affair, but I shall remind
him now. Probably he is not quite keen about the publication
of the play. Foreseeing this, [ had written to him that he need
not stand on ceremonies, and if he felt that he couldn't
undertake the publication of the play, I would like him to send
the whole Mss. to you. He wrote to me in reply that he was

anxious to publish it and there was no need to return the Mss.
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cither to me or to you. Well, there the matter stood about 2
or 3 months ago.

Did you by any chance listen to my broadcast talk in English
(from Madras A.I.R.) on "The Modern Trends in Kannada
Literature” in the series "For the Universities”" on Friday, the
Oth last at 9:15 P.M.? This was the first talk in the series of
four talks dealing with the four South Indian languages. You
would have been the best person to give this talk. I believe
you refused or declined to give it because [ was approached
to give the talk about at the last moment. If not you, probably
Masti had declined to give this talk.

It was so difficult to do any justice to the subject in the
14 mins. that one allotted to me. But, I believe I was able
to manage it somehow. Prof. Swaminathan, who had been
booked for the second talk in the series - on Tamil Literature
- and who now tells me that he has declined the offer,
congratulated me on the talk today, but told me my delivery
could have been slower with advantage. He must be right, and
I shall be more careful next time- if they give me another
chance at all! The fact is, R.K. Narayan's snails pace delivery
the previous night, had exasperated me not a little.

What is Chikamagalur like? Is it a habitable place- I mean
for men like us?

[ just now remember. You may know that our Madras Govt.
has decided to create Poet-Laureates in our South Indian
Languages and in Sanskrit, and as a member of the Committee
for selection of suitable persons for these awards, S.R.U.
Savoor, retired D.P.I. has been nominated to serve the interests
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of Kannada. and who at the same time has accepted
nomination, sent for me the other day and told me that he
would be entirely guided by my suggestions in the matter [f
the choice were to be from all Karnataka. it is not difficult
at all to have a suitable list of names for consideration for
a Laureateship. But I am told that the selection has to be made
only from among Kannada poets who belong to the Madras
Province. My difficulty is - I can think of only Govinda Pai,
Shankar Bhatta and Muliya. The first-named gentleman may
not consent to have it, the second has practically ceased to
write Poetry. I think his fame as poet resting only on his earliest
work written long ago (am [ right?) and the third is hardly
known as a poet. Any 'Poets' of outstanding merit Bellary or
Ananthapur side? [ have absolutely no idea. Unfortunately (or
fortunately) this Laureateship carries an annual grant of Rs.
1000/- with it for 5 years. It should be useful for any struggling
'Poet'. Can you kindly help me with any suggestions? [ am
anxious that the award should go to a really deserving person.
The information is urgently needed because Dr. Savoor wants
it in a week, at the most and he is entirely depending upon
me for it. How [ wish that the choice for this award had been
made an All-Karnataka one including the States! I shall ask
Dr. Savoor to press the Committee to widen the scope of the
choice, but I don't know how far he will succeed.

All well here. Please write.

54. Madras-10,18-3-49

My dear Sitaramiah : You'll have to excuse this scrawl. I'm
writing this from my bed. A week ago [ was inspired to get
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my tooth removed as | had been feeling since a fairly long
time that 1 was suffering from Pyorrohoea and had become
a social nuisance. The dentist suggested that my uppers were
quite good for a few years more, but my lower teeth could
be removed 10 advantage. Nothing unusual happened in the
extraction of the first 7 teeth first day's instalment. This was
on Friday the 4th. On Monday the 14th the remaining 4 were
removed, but by the time | returned home, septic condition set
in and one side of my face swelled out. Thanks to the prompt
and unceasing care taken by my wife and our family doctor
I am now entirely out of danger. On account of only liquid
diet for the past 7 days and on acct. of quantities of 'Cibazal'
swallowed I'm terribly weak. Swelling of the right cheek still
persists to a small extent. But [ hope to be quite normal in
4 or 5§ days at the most.

In these circumstances, I wouldn't have liked to bother you
with this scrawl. But there is our friend G.B. Joshi again! He
is up in front of you when you least think of him. He has
sent the printed pages (not proofs, mind you) of SHessoziys.
He says he has sent you also the same. He has asked me
to write to you to send him your kind Preface to the book
at your earliest convenience, if possible in 5 or 6 days. Probably,
by the time this reaches you, you will have sent it.

I'll say nothing about the printing etc. I didn't expect anything
better. With only a little more care the quality of printing could
have been raised so high! But that little care in choosing suitable
types, in proper spacing etc., we do not take. And the result
is shabbiness all round. Even at a cursory glance at the pages

I discovered something like 20 printer's mistakes!
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(i B.Joshi writes further that Mr. Bendre has been very much

pleased with the play and wants to get it staged at the earliest
opportunity.

I've a lot to write, but I don't know whether you'll stand
this scrawl,

Our Govt. yesterday made public that Govinda Pai has been
chosen the Poet Laureate for Kannada. [ know about this more
than a month ago but I had to keep it confidential. There was
a lot of ugly canvassing done for persons whom I don't want
to mention, and I had to arm Dr. Savoor (one of the members
of the Committee) with a specially written strong note about
the merits of Govinda Pai as a poet. Fortunately this prevailed,
and Govinda Pai was ultimately chosen unanimously for this
honour. Soon after, I had to write to Govinda Pai in confidence,
that he had been selected for the Laureateship and that he
must accept it. I had to use all my words of persuasion. |
was so happy when he replied me back: "with tears I accept".
If I had not written to him, there was every likelihood of his
refusing the honour. A funny thing in this incident was the
absence of Mr. X at the meeting. It seems he kept out of
the meeting or rather resigned from the Committee because
he thought by doing so he would safeguard the chances of
his name being considered for the Laureateship. Evidently he
had not read properly our Govt.'s directive to him: The person
chosen shd. belong to the Madras Pres. and be a native of it.

The A.LR. Madras has organised a 333@ L RO
on 30.3.49. It has invited eight literary people to speak on eight
different subjects, each for 5 min.s, and I've been asked to
compere the programme. Altho. I've consented to do so I do
not know how I can do it in the present state of my health
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and in the absence of my lower teeth. I was disappointed not
to find your name in the list. Only Rajaratnam of the old brigade
is there. The rest are new Karanth, Puttappa, A.N.Krishna Rao,
K.Shankar Bhat, S.B.Joshi etc.,

The reorganisation of our College is definitely coming from
next July. This means | have no place in the College and will
be shunted out God knows where. But I'm resigned to all that.
It is all in the Life's game. Worse things are happening to it,
otherwise and in other spheres!

PS.: 1. Jayavanthi is coming to us in April next for her confinement

expected in July next.

2. Shanthi returned to Bombay with her child (what a fine, sparkling
boy!) in the last week of January. The old man - her father-in-law had kept
himself alive with the one object of seeing Shanthi's child. In less than three
weeks after that, he passed away talking almost till the last moment, it seems,

to his children and his daughter-in-law.

3. You must know, of course, that Krishna and Chandam have settled

in Bangalore now.

4. My father has sold off his home at Puttur and will cut himself
completely from Puttur by going to Bombay and living with his children
my brothers, all of whom are employed there now! When F-in-law left
Puttur and settled in Mangalore, almost all the charm of Puttur had
disappeared for us. And now my father's action has made us bid good-bye

to Puttur forever!

535. Madras-10, 14-7-1949

My dear Sitaramiah : Our College reopened on the 4th last,
but I haven't yet got over the exertia of the holidays. I have

92 T Toad 2eri-1



never been so lazy in my life as | was during the summer

holidays. I couldn't even write to anybody. [ was that lazy and
msipid.

Joshi didn't send me a copy of your Foreword even in the
printed form. My wife and | read it only after the book was
published and we received two copies. Need I say how pleased
we were with it? What you have written about Tchekov is
a brilliant piece of literary criticism, so illuminating and incisive,
the like of which I haven't come across even in the English
critical estimates of Tchekov's plays. Your Foreword has lifted
up Ser=waE to heights we had hardly dared to hope for it.
It has also put so much heart into my wife that she is seriously
considering now of doing The Cherry Orchard into Kannada.
Good luck to her!

In my wife's first draft of @eseomws, the 'mother’ of 'Vanya'
had kept in tact. But on account of this, the whole Kannada
version had an air of unreality about it. So something had to
be done to make the Kannada version more natural in
atmosphere and characterization. Hence the change-over from
Vanya's mother to coziezss). But, ofcourse, both of us perfectly
agree with all that you have said in the Foreword, excepting
probably with a sentence or two in the last para of it!

Everybody is of opinion that the printing could have been
done with greater care. Personally I think that no care at all
was bestowed upon it. But that was all that one could expect
of the printing in the Manohara Granthamala Books. Joshi
wouldn't send proofs for correction, wouldn't tell how far the
printing had progressed or when the publication would be out.
For about two months there was an absolute blackout on his
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side. mospite of my repeated reminders so much so we thought
he had dropped the idea of bringing out the book. One fine
morning. however. we were surprised to receive two coptes
ot the published book! Then he wrote to me that on account
of some serious illnesses in his family he had been hardly
himself all the time, and that was why the printing had been

done so carelessly etc.

During my holidays, my wife went to Bangalore and stayed
there for about a month. She had hoped to see you there, but
was disappointed that you weren't there. | knew you had gone
on a tour to Bombay etc. That was one other reason why
I didn't write to you during the holidays. I hope you had a nice
time of it everywhere.

Jayavanthy has come here for her confinement, which we
have been expecting to take place since the 9th last. So far,
she is all right, but the Lady Doctor in whose care she will
during her confinement, says that we might expect the happy
event to take place any time from now.

Yasodhara has passed her S.S.L.C., and has now been
admitted into the Ethiraj College for women for gp III (History
and Economics) in the Jun. Inter class. For once, it is a happy
change from Sciences in our family. Shankru is getting on in
his job in the Overseas Communications dept. Chandam has
come here from Bangalore in order to help us during
Jayavanthi's confinement.

The reorganisation scheme of our College seems to have
gone the way of Avinashilingam and so, I continue to be here,
as usual.

With love and all good wishes.
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56. Bellary Town, 5-8-1952

My dear Sitaramiah : Of course | was delighted to receive
vour P.C. many days ago. | now write to you to request you
to naugurate our Freshers' Day on Saturday the 16th of this
month. Please consent. | am told you have not visited these
parts, and some of the people here are very keen on having
you in their midst for atleast a day or two. I would like you,
therefore, to try to remain here till atleast the succeeding
Monday or Tuesday. I shall send the 2nd class fare for your
coming here as soon as | hear from you. Once again, | request
you not to refuse this small request of mine. | may straightaway
tell you that this request has come not so much from me as
from some of the members of my staff and students themselves,
who all want me to get you here.

[ am living all by myself in a small house close to the College
compound, getting food (2 meals and lunch) from the College
Hostel, and preparing my own coffee in the mornings
and evenings. So far, | have concerned myself only with the
affairs of the College. I have hardly found time to do anything
else.

My wife and children are writing to me regularly. I learn
that Jayavanthy's record in which she sings Bendre's ‘tociiers’
and ‘mo03veeed’ is out. | have yet to hear it. [ wonder whether
you have heard the one released 2 months ago VeTYBe?’
(K.S.Narasimhaswamy's). [ learn that the H.M.V. people are
keen on her recording Marathi songs for them but the poor
girl hardly finds time to do anything! She is so immersed in
her domestic affairs!
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Rajaratham had written to me the other day saying that he
would be able to send me a copy of Mr. lyer's latest book

(on Kailasam) soon. Probably, I may get it in a day or two.

All well. Please decide to come here and let me know
immediately.

With love and regards.

57. Bangalore-20, 4-10-75

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : I am really sorry I haven't been able
to meet you again after that very brief visits of ours many
days ago. Both Krishna & Chandam have been extremely busy
eversince then, and I am left without an escort. However, I
shall do my best to visit you one of these days and spend
some time with you.

It was so kind of you to have sent to me Sri
S. Rangaswamy who wants to publish my 8@Z» #R. [ believe
he has already taken the script of this from you. He has
promised to see me again in the course of this week or next,
and | hope he will do so. He has told me he wants to re-
publish my old &» wwetonisd which has not been available for
some years now. He also told me he would like to consider
the publication of my Kannada renderings of All Quiet on the
Western Front. All these days I was busy preparing a copy
of this last for the press, and 1 have finished doing it only
today. I am wondering whether Sri Rangaswamy will be able
to publish it in the manner I want - on good paper with neat
printing and a few photographs from the stills of the film, "All
Quiet etc.", which I believe I can get. I'll talk it over to him
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when he comes here next before deciding to give the script
to him. 1 have a small request to make to you — if it isn't
too much of an inconvenience. Please procure for me three
copies of the newly published Xod ™ ¢5d 8ncd by the Sahitya
Parishat. I had thought I could get them easily from any of
the book stalls here. But from the rush for the dictionary as
reported by Kannadaprabha today, | wonder whether I can get
any copy of it at all before I return for Bombay in the second
week of next month. Please, therefore, get 3 copies of it and
keep them with you. Chandam and I will come to collect them
from you — you need not send them to me.

[t was with great interest and delight I listened to your talk
in English from the AIR, Bangalore, recently. The talk was
superb.

58. Bombay-50, 15-1-1976
Dear Sri Sitaramiah : Very glad to receive your kind letter.

[ trust Mr. Rangaswamy will publish 8@8© ##& at least in
April next. It was good of him to have at least returned the
manuscript to you. | have had no reply to my letter written
to Sri M. Satyanarayana Rao while I was in Bangalore itself.
It would have been better if he had undertaken the publication
of this play also. God knows in what difficulties he is now.
Otherwise, 1 believe, he would have surely undertaken its
publication.

My daughter Yashodhara - my youngest daughter - has been
writing plays, short stories and sketches for the Bombay
Akashavani since the last 7 or 8 years, and most of these
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have been broadcast and have proved very popular with the
listeners. 1 thought it was high time that these were collected
and published. G.P. Rajaratnam asked me to do so when I met
him in Bangalore and told him about my daughter's writings.
So. ever since 1 came here, | have been busy collecting all
her writings and preparing them for the Press. It is remarkable
gift with her. She had studied Kannada only till her IV Standard.
Later, in Madras, she had to take up Telugu as her second
language, which she studied up to her S.S.L.C. In College, for
Intermediate and B.A. she took up Hindi. After she married
she began writing for the English Press — generally humourous
stories and sketches. Some of these have come out in 'The
Times of India', 'Bharat Jyoti', the 'Deccan Herald' etc. But
she soon gave up writing in English and confined herself,
(wisely, I think!) to writing only in Kannada. And that too for
broadcasting purposes only. Like her mother she now knows
so many languages. Apart from Konkani, English and Kannada,
she knows Telugu, Hindi, Hindustani, and Marathi, in the last
three of which she talks like a native born to the language.
All her writings are marked with a freshness of outlook and
a large variety of themes. I find her collected Plays, Stories
etc. are now 32 in number — 16 Plays and 16 short stories
and sketches. I wanted to come to Bangalore again sometime
in February next armed with her writings. (I had to copy out
all of them since her Kannada characters look very much like
Telugu characters!)

But I cannot do so. My grandson Maitreya (Shankru's son)
has got himself engaged to a girl well known to us all, and
the marriage has been fixed for March 28. Shankru being at
Calcutta, my presence here, I find, is very necessary at this
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juncture. If at all, [ can go to Bangalore only in April next.
Very likely I may do so. Maitreya had stood first in the
University in each of the four annual exams of the B.D.S.
—arecord, I am told,- and he has now finished his post-graduate
course in Dentistry with Orthodonotics as his special subject
and got his M.D.S. degree. Till recently he was working in
the local Govt. Dental Hospital in an Honorary capacity, but
now he has a clinic of his own at Matunga where he has
started to do private practice... The girl's father is one Mr.
Sanjeeva Rao Nadkarni, an Asst. Commissioner of Police here.
The girl herself is a commercial artist employed in a good
Advertising Firm and has great creative abilities in this direction.
Much of her work is appearing in the advertising pages of
our dailies and other journals.

The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan has sent to me at long last,
an account of the sales of Mirdad up to 30th September 1975.
[t is a miserable showing. According to them only 220 copies
of the book have been sold so far, and after allowing 45%
discount to the trade, the royalty due to me is only Rs.90!
My only consolation is that I did not write the book for money.

[ trust your health is all right. Except for an occasional
giddiness, which prevents me from going out without an escort,
my general health is good.

| am very glad to know that Varade, Shantha (nee Panje)
and Shantha's husband and Mukund visited you. Yes, it is very
sad to see poor Varade now. The best thing | could do to
her was to allow her the use of my flat in Malleshwaram.
In fact, even before Cheddu (Rama Rao) had so suddenly
passed away, | had decided to give my flat to them.
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With affectionate regards to yourself and all good wishes
to vour sons.

59. Bombay-50, 9-2-1976

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : This is just a line to inform you that
my One-Act play, 'Inward Bound' has been published by
ENACT at long last. I had sent it to ENACT almost 4 years
ago, and the Editor had accepted it for publication almost
immediately by including it in his forthcoming publication of
plays in his magazine. But somehow he didn't all this while.
He promised at last to publish it last year. But after the first
issue of the year (Jan-Feb 1975) ENACT went dead, and for
the whole year the magazine was in doldrums. It seemed there
was no chance of its revival, and so I asked the Editor to
return my One-Act play as also a full-length play of mine in
the traditional style (The Curtain and the Screen) which he

had not published. He simply kept quiet, and I wrote off both
these plays of mine.

So, what was my surprise when I got the other day ENACT
for March-April 1975! The Editor had commenced this year
from where he had left off last year. To my great joy I found
my play 'mward Bound' published in it!

I have immediately asked the Editor to mail a copy of this
particular issue to you giving him your address. I hope he will
do so. If you don't get it by the 20th of this month, please
let me know, so that I may remind him of it.

The preparations for my grandson's marriage are going
apace. Since Shankru isn't here, I have to look after so many
things connected with these preparations. So, I feel sort of tied
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down to these things at this age of mine. But it cannot be
helped. Shankru can come here only on about 15th of March,
not before, as he had been here only recently. The wedding,
as | may have already informed you, has been fixed for 31st
March next, our New Year's day. Unfortunately, the date is
such that Chandam and Krishna cannot attend it.

You wanted photos of my wife and myself. I have looked
into all our albums, and there are no photos of ours together.
We are together only in various groups, and not together even
in them. Anyway, [ shall send one of hers and one of myself,
with my niece going to Bangalore on about the 15th of this
month. She will deliver these to Chandam, whom [ shall ask
to hand over them to you.

I trust your health is O.K. as is mine now.

With affectionate regards to yourself, and all good wishes
to your sons.

P.S: My play in ENACT is full of printer's mistakes. Even punctuation
is bad in some places. So many omissions of little words also, and I had

been so meticulous in typing out the whole play!

60. Bombay-50, 16-4-1976

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : Your kind letter dated the 9th. [ am
sorry I couldn't reply earlier. Glad you have undertaken to do
a brochure on Panje Mangesh Rao, but [ am helpless to supply
you with any anecdotes or accounts of intimate conversations
with him other than those which are well known to you all.
You see, when he was in Mangalore, [ was too old to be his
student and too young to be in the inner circle of his intimate
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friends. We, of course, knew each other well, but we met each
other only during public functions in which he had a leading
part. He was more intimate with my Father-in-law, and they

had a high regard for each other. I was generally out of those
pictures then.

All the same, in order not to quite disappoint you, I shall
be sending by ordinary book post today the script of a Talk
on Panje which I gave at the Malleshwaram Gandhi Sahitya
Sangha on Siddhavanahalli's pressure. There is nothing new in
it, because I had Karanth's book on Panje (of which you too
were one of the Editors) as the basis for my talk. All the same,
[ am sending it to you. Extracts from it had also appeared
in "Kannada Nudi" in two instalments. This was in 1967, I believe.

Also I am sending a reprint of a small article I wrote on
Panje in the Kanara Saraswat, Bombay, about two years ago.
This also contains nothing new. But I wrote it at the request
of the Editor of this magazine, because he felt that although
Panje was a Saraswat, the Bombay Saraswats knew nothing
about him, being practically pseudo-Maharashtrians, and therefore
[ should tell them something about him. And that is what I
did. There may be some inaccuracies also in it. Only you will
know what these are!

You need not trouble to send these things back to me.

Regarding the non-publication of my translation of The
Seagw‘ll I have become quite indifferent now. What else can
be done? My translation of 'All Quiet on the Western Front'
which I did so enthusiastically last year is still at Chandam's
having failed so far to find any publisher. It looks as though
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Kannadigas don't want any fresh breeze to come from outside.
God help us!

| hope you have got back your copy of 'ENACT' by now.

61. Daund, 20-2-1978

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : [ was very much pleased to read your
kind letter to my daughter Yashodhara about her book. She
had sent it to me at my request. | am very glad you wrote
to her. The poor girl, on account of her physical disabilities
and pain which accompanies them, is badly in need of good
cheer and encouragement. Not that she expects it, but I, as
her father, feel that she should get it.

About 18 years ago, when she was quite young - 25 years
or so - She was stricken down like this. She was fast making
her name as an upcoming Dancer in Bombay, when at a public
performance she collapsed, and that was an end to her dance
career, and to a life of free and happy movement which any

young girl would have liked for herself.

But there has been no neglect either on our part or on that
of her patient husband. From that moment she has been under
expert treatment, sometimes under famous neurologists and
other expert Professionals. During these 17 years she has been
constantly under some treatment or other, and has undergone
all the sophisticated types of treatment. Her doctors even sent
her case, which seemed to baffle them, to WHO, and WHO
sent an elaborate course of treatment. This too she has
undergone. Money has been no consideration in this either for

her husband or for us. The only result of all such treatments
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is that her condition has not become worse. That is all poor
Yashodhara prays for now - that it may not grow worse. At
present she cannot climb up a step or get down from it even
when it is only 6" high ; she needs assistance. Even for walking
a few yards on the level ground she needs assistance. She
must be feeling great pain when she does so, but this pain
by this time must have become such a part of her that she
does not complain of it to us.

The doctors have got a high sounding name for her
complaint, but in ordinary language it means that some of her
muscles round her waist have become fibrous, and it is with
the remaining few good muscles she is able to move about
at all even with assistance from others.

Inspite of all this, she does the cooking for the house herself.
She refuses the constant suggestion of her husband to engage
a cook. She says, if such a servant is engaged, it will mean
her taking to bed, from which probably she may not be able
o nise again. There is a good deal of truth in what she says.
That is why, in spite of her disabilities, she insists upon being
active in the house, doing all the chores that are necessary
in a houschold as far as possible by herself

Soon after graduahion she began to write articles and
sketches in English. Some of these have appeared in the (now
defunct) ‘Bharath Jyot' of Bombay, in the Sunday editions of
the Bombay "Times of India’, and the Bangalore 'Deccan
Herald', and in a few English monthlies. After a time she found
it was not worthwhile to write in English, and took to writing
in Kannada This was a remarkable decision for her For neither
m shool nor w college Kannada has been her language Her
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knowledge of Kannada was only from the infant classes she
attended in Bangalore. Later from her Fourth standard onwards
it was Telugu in Madras upto her SSLC. For Intermediate and
B.A. she took up Hindi. (In my case | had Kannada only upto
my VI Std! ) But unlike me, she has a wonderful flair for
language. (I think she inherits this from her mother). And so
even tho' she had not studied Kannada in school and college,
by association with persons like you, K.V.lyer, Masti, Rajaratnam,
etc., and by reading your works and those of Kailasam, all
of which her mother used to instil in her, she has been able
to write freely in Kannada now. At present she is perfectly
at home not only in Telugu, Tamil and Kannada, but also in
Marathi, Hindi and even in Urdu, in which she talks like a
native born in the particular language. Her latest effort is in

Gujarati, to my surprise! (I mean, to understand and speak).

Since the last 12 to 15 years she has been writing only
for broadcasts, being egged as to do so by her friend Kunda
Rege, who till recently was incharge of the Kannada section
of the Bombay AIR. Thus most of the writings which have
found a place in her book are those which she had written
at the behest of that lady..... Thus her TR TR0,
'vBSOD  TTIBRCST' for instance, were for Ramanavatm
occasions, 0G0 Joeo np ' for Buddha Jayanti, ‘s anacs
Bonxad' for the Women's le. year, and so on. Of all those
writings in her book only 'stn830¢  s=dFodeencdee’ was not
broadcast, because of its theme which AIR considered too
controversial. Also it was too long for a Bombay Kannada
broadcast. As you may know, Bombay and Madras give only
half-an-hour for a Kannada broadcast once a week. So, a play
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to be broadcast should have a playing time of only 25 minutes,
and a short story or sketch a reading time of only 8 to 10
mins. It was under these limitations that Yashodhara had to
write for the AIR. In a way these limitations have done her
good. They have prevented her from unnecessary digressions
both in her plays and in her stories and sketches, and so have

made her writing more terse and graphic.

I have now asked her to write not necessarily for the Radio,
but for a wider field, so that she may have a greater liberty
to give vent to her ideas.

She has already received a large number of letters regarding
her book from her friends and others who have read her book.
But she prizes yours and K.V.yer's (who has addressed her
as 'Y oD3eeET') most.

Chandam may have sent to you by now the typescript copy
of my play The Return of Shakuntala for your kind perusal
and remarks and suggestions, if any. I have called it a
perpetration by me, because I believe it is only that! I do not
know whether any Publisher will undertake to publish it. I asked
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, whether they would consider
its publication but they have said that on account of a large
backlog of Mss. accepted for publication by them they will
publish my play only if I give them Rs.5000/- for 3000 copies.
That was obviously an impossible proposition for me. All the
same, | offered to pay Rs.1000/- but they have insisted upon
my paying Rs.5000/-. So that deal is off. The funny thing is
that they had not even seen my play because I had not sent
it to them! Probably ENACT of Delhi might publish my play.
[ must write to them.
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I hope | haven't bored you toor much  Please forgive me

e my dilatoriness Regards and best wishes

62 Daund, 7-1-1978

Dear Sti Sitaramiah ~ You might have been wondering why
you haven't yet received a reply from me to your kind letter
of the 26th Feb Unfortunately you sent it to my Bombay
address from where it was redirected here after some delay,
and 1 got it here only yesterday. Seeing my grief-stricken
condition at the passing away of my dear daughter Shanti,
Shankru brought me here to be with him, and since then I
have been here. | dread to go back to Bombay. This is a vast
O.C.S. complex, far from the madding crowds of even Daund
(old Dhond) town, and Shankru is the boss of the whole show.
The vast open spaces here, the wonderful, pure country air
(pardon the adjectives) and the affection and kindness of more
than 100 O.C.S. workers here and their families, have all been
of great solace to me.

[ have been reading your letter over and over again since
received it yesterday. How can | thank you for all the trouble
you have taken to give me in detail your valuable comments
and observations on my play?

But I cannot understand why you want me to delete the
word 'perpetration' I have appended to my play. Every comment
and observation you have made on it only goes to show that
it has been nothing but that! I have gone through your interesting
letter again and again to see whether there has been a glimmer
of atleast something worth while in the play, but I have not
been able to find it. Obviously to you, as to me, the play has
been nothing but a perpetration!
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This does not mean that I have raved against some of the
observations you have made in your letter or gnashed my teeth
on account of them. For one thing, I cannot do any gnashing
just at present because | have no teeth to do it! (My dentures
having become too old and worn out have only recently gone
to my dentist at Bombay!). But even if | had them with me,
I don't think I would have indulged in the pleasure of gnashing
them, because you know in what a high regard, esteem and
affection I have held you all along! Even your adverse
comments - most of them are that — have not riled me because
I know the goodness of heart and genuine sympathy with which
you have made them.

.. I wish you had kept the script with you until you heard
from me again. I do want you to kindly mark out (freely even
with ink, for I have still another type-script of the play with
me) all the changes you would like me to make in that script.
I will naturally value these corrections highly, (just as I did
in the case of my Mirdad) and incorporate them in the final
script of the play. I'll ask Chandam to send back the script
to you after Varada has read it. | hope I am not troubling
you too much with my request.

[ wish also I had received your letter before 1 sent my
play to ENACT, which I did only a week ago, and which I
wouldn't have done if | had read your letter by then. The Editor
of ENACT may not, however, publish my play in his mag,
because it is hardly of the type of plays that get into that
magazine. | can even now ask him not to publish the play
- in case he thinks of doing so.
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It looks as 1f all the labour of my play - typing it out myself
in the first instance. getting it retyped by a typist, getting
completely dissatisfied with her work, and then laboriously
retyping it myself - have all been a matter of tremendous waste
of time. energy and money. | had forehand the actual writing
of the play in about 10 days, only the typing as mentioned
above took a long time. Soon after | had the final script of
the play in my hands and read it, the idea immediately arose
in me to write a sequel to it, to be called Queen Shakuntala,
in which I wanted to 'grasp the nettle!' as you put it, in the
confrontation of Shakuntala with Vasumathi and her efforts to
put Kanva's advice to her into practice in the Palace life. But
[ don't think I'll do it now. It will remain only as a dead idea
in my brain. This is mainly because soon after the completion
of my play, my daughter Shanthi fell seriously ill and passed
away in about 20 days after that, leaving me greatly stricken
with sorrow, and not in a mood to think of anything else. I
don't think I'll be able to do any creative writing work hereafter.

Also, I am old now (remember, I am past 81) and my
decaying faculties, both mental and physical, leave me quickly
tired after any attempt at mental or physical work. I have also
a predilection I may not live long, certainly for not more than
9 or 10 months from now.

Yes, my life has been greatly blessed by having had a
wonderful woman as my wife, and by my talented children.
[ and my wife were not a mere husband-and-wife team. We
were two comrades, closely knit together, marching forward
hand in hand, to brave all the bitter and enjoy the sweet in
our life. Foremost among the latter has been the love and
affection showered upon us by persons like you, Masti, Iyer,
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Rajaratnam, and the late Kailasam and B.M.S. How can | ever
forget this great blessing on our life together? This has been
a beacon in our life together all along. (In my play, Kanva's
advice to Shankuntala is not something from my imagination,
but is actually based on my experience as a husband to that
wonderful woman who was my wife). Since the passing away
of my wife (she even today appears to me in my dreams and
speaks to me) I have been living mostly in my children.

I may be coming to Bangalore sometime next summer, and
it will give me the greatest pleasure to see you then.

63. Bombay-50, 24-10-78

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : Your kind letter of Sept. last. That
[ haven't replied it yet has been rankling in my mind almost

every day. So here goes my reply to it at last - in the form
of a moan.

Since the last 2 months, or even longer that, I have been
in a most depressing mood caused by increasing physical
disabilities and an oppressive feeling of frustration for having
achieved nothing in my long life. When my wife passed away
[ lost half the zest I had in life. Last year's bereavement took
a good portion of what was left. What is there to live for,
[ am asking myself now. I have been fortunate to a very great
extent in having many of the things in life that probably really
matter - a wonderful wife who was a true comrade to me,
and on whom [ had relied so much as long as she was alive,
and fine talented children who have showered and are still
showering great affection on me. Still, what have I done for
myself? What have 1 achieved in life? Financially nothing -
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probably some of my costly hobbies were responsible for that
o sets (building and rebuilding them with newer and newer
cquipment), photography (exposing, developing, taking prints etc,
all by mysell) music -~ musical instruments, craze for buying
them, leg hanmontim, hand harmonium, tabla ete | gramophone
demanding continuons buying of records for them - and o on
So, all my official life | was steeped in debt which [ could
not clear even when | rotired from service, and which prevented
me from giving adequate materinl happiness to my wife and
children in the shape of sarees, dresses, and ornaments. [ had
to sell almost all the ornaments - and they were not many
-~ of my wife to meet even the day to day expenses. Every
month my expenses were double the meagre salary [ was
getting all my life! So much for my life in the material scene.

| know, however, that all that has been amply compensated
by the abiding love and affection | have had from all my near
and dear ones, and what is more, by the affection and regard
| have had from such fine persons like yourself, Masti, lyer,
Rajaratnam and a few others. These have been the greatest
blessings in my life.

What shouldn't I have achieved with all such blessings on
me - but what have | made of my life which started with
so much of promise? Practically an orphan at the age of two,
my saintly maternal uncle and his wife brought me up lovingly
until 1 got settled in life - and they were not rich either! That
again was another great and vital blessing for me.

But afterwards what have | achieved? Nothing! - apart, of
course, from all the kindness and love showered on me by
my loved ones and you all. And now when my life is almost
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coming to an end, and when | take stock of what | have been
and what | could have achieved with some determination. |
find that it has been a big nothing or dismal failure.

It is this which is covering me with gloom and feelings of
depression. You may almost call it a spiritual crisis in my life.
How I envy people who have blind faith in some God or Deity!
I haven't got that. I am not an atheist or a heretic, but have

been groping for the Truth about oneself which has been
evading me all along.

In more senses than one I have been a washout. So no
wonder that at the present stage of my life, | am enveloped
by a dark gloom and a sense of hopelessness about everything.

Some time ago [ suddenly remembered those famous lines
in Francis Thompson's 'Hound of Heaven':

Is my gloom after all

shade of His hand outstretched caressingly?

Those lines gave me some mental relief, but even that has
wOorn away now.

How right you are when you expressed in your letter that
we are now nearer to the limits of our time! I realise how
you too are having your own troubles and probably frustrations.
But your life has been rich (I do not mean 'rich' in money),
rich in your achievements, rich in your thoughts and intellectual
satisfactions. Yours has been a great life, and what a blessing
it has been for me to know you, one of the best and the greatest

men, it has been my Fortune to meet - a rare honour for me
2
indeed.
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If my wife had been living she would have (been?) the victim
of this moan of mine. But now to whom can I give utterance
to it except to yourself, the one person in my life now who
abounds in sympathy and kindness? ‘

So please bear with me and my outpourings from a cheerless
heart.

PS. : How assiduously and with what care you have gone thro. my
Return of Shakuntala and made the necessary corrections! I have adopted
your corrections almost all of them - but haven't retyped the script yet.
Hither to I used to do all the typing myself, but now on account of my
failing eyesight I am not able to do so. | may have to give it to some
professional or friendly typist. Meanwhile a friend here has told me that
a certain gentleman here wants to put the play on the stage. This gentleman
may have his own ideas regarding the preparation of the script for the stage.
If there 1s any development in this direction I'll let you know. That gentleman,
it seems, wants to meet me and discuss with me about its staging. | have
been disappointed so often that even if this project fails I won't feel it at

all The gentleman may not turn up at all’

64. Bandra, 19-4-79

Dear Sri Sitaramiah © K. V.yer tells me that you are keeping
indifferent health and are also indifferent to improving it! It
seems soon after vou went 10 pay your last respects to
Rajaratnam you had to be admitted into a Nursing Home from
which you have only recently returned. The shock of Rajaratnam's
sudden demise must have been too great for you as it has
been for me also here. Even today, | find it difficult 1o believe
he has left us That 1s probably because he is enshrined in
the heants of all of us
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But it is very painful to know that his passing away has
left vour health in a precarious condition. You remember the
advice you gave me some months ago when | happened to
tell you that it was very likely that my time was up and |
wouldn't Jast long? | want vou now to apply that same advice
to vourself and become your usual healthy self once more.

Somehow we four — lyer, vourself, Rajaratnam and |- have
been bound together by an invisible bond of affection and love
over the years. That bond seems to be cracking up now. God
have mercy on all of us! Iyer says that he is in the "Q", I
am ditto, and you too are said to keep very indifferent health

and are not anxious to keep it better. Well, it is all very, very
sad.

65. Bombay-50, 22-10-79

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : Chandam writes that you have returned
my translation of Chekhov's Seagull to her. I am glad you
have done so, not that Chandam will be able to do anything
with it. I am glad because I was afraid you were worrying
too much that you were not able to get it published, and I
was about to write to you not to mind about it remaining
unpublished. I am more eager to see the publication of your
own manuscripts which you once told me were lying still
unpublished. Please concern yourself more with the publication
of those.

g wn will take its place alongside of 1) ez
@wggonodcy 2) The Return of Shakuntala, as corrected by
you 3) The Curtain and the Screen (a 3-Act play written
long back before I did Mirdad, its theme being the attempt
of a stage actress to get into films) 4) Maker Chandra, a
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7- Scene dramatisation of a story by Maxim Gorky and 5)
another play in English whose name even | have forgotten now,

because 1t was written so long ago!

But 1 am rather disappointed that I haven't yet been able
to secure a publisher for my translation of Erich Maria
Remarque's great war novel All Quiet on the Western Front.
I did the translation in 1974 or so. | got the permission to
translate Remarque's novel into Kannada from the Literary
Executor of his works, who only asked me to send two copies
of the translation after publication to her and to send a token
amount to her for the permission to translate. I put my whole
soul into the translation. It was not an easy affair, but I have
every satisfaction that 1 have done a very creditable bit of
Kannada writing though only by way of translation. After 2
or 3 publishers in Mysore disappointed me - they were not
interested in publishing the translation of a war novel- I handed
it over to Mugali to see whether our 3.%2.%. would undertake
to publish it. He was all praise for translation but just then
he had to leave the 3.%o.. as its literary adviser. The Ms.
is still there. It is more than 18 months since it has been there.
Twice or thrice I wrote, at intervals, to the President %.%o.=.
to inform me what they have decided to do about it. His reply
each time has been the same: "The matter is still under
consideration."

Even now if some publisher would consent to publish it I
would make a gift of that Ms. to him. And if there is any
chance of its publication,* I might even try to get some stills
from the film "All Quiet..." as illustrations for the book. My
health has been rather bad since the last 24 days or so - vertigo
and extreme weakness. I am still under treatment, but [ am
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glad to inform you that I am very much better now, and in

a week or so, | might stop altogether the use of the umpteen
medicines prescribed for me.

Please take care of your own health.

ool fmT anm, IanD.

Zo. eo. Reed vwz3dod
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81. Bangalore, 16-8-1943

Dear Mr. Seetharamiah : Herewith I am shifting this burden
over to your shoulders, which without your help, I am not able
to finish.

Scrutinise the proofs thoroughly, and let the corrections be
legible for ME. Have it done as early as possible and send
it back by Reg. Book Post.

Mr. Ramanand has written to me, asking about your
whereabouts and howabouts, as well as Rajaratnam's. It is
joyous news to know that a husband (a Bombay boy, belonging
to Nayampally family) has been procured for 'Shanthi' and the
wedding is to be celebrated during Dec.

It appears Jayavanthi has given two songs for HMV RN
©f ¢ 0 In Mishra Durg and '803 30@8 38 =9
s’ in Bhimpalas.

Shanthi, Jayavanthi, Yashodhara, Mrs. Ramanand and Shankru,
it appears have come down to Bangalore for a short visit. I

have not seen them yet.
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If you have a spare of few minutes, write a line to Mr,
Ramanand, "Yogavilas", 18, Gopalakrishna Road, P.O.
Thiagarayanagar, Madras.

82. Bangalore City, 9-5-1950

My dear Seetharamiah : Your letter dated 8th inst. Thanks.
I don't mind this daughter of mine (Radio) comes to me (to
her father's house) annually or periodcally for delivery and

pickup. It is just the way of every son-in-law. I dare not judge
it to be right or wrong.

I shall align and re-tune her. She is borne enough and borne
well too. It is amazing.. Her vitality.. She is ready for her
services - right now if you please.

So, your coming to Bangalore is almost certain. You have
weighed the problem and taken the decision. It is for better,
else the thought should have no room at all.

I read your review on Natasarvabhauma by Sri A.N. Krishna
Rao in the Sunday Hindu. It was very beautiful. I wish his
skin be thin enough for your remarks and suggestions. That
book is ‘@dee' from beginning to end, not at all fit for young
or old;, man or woman. It is like Gemini's pictures like
Chandralekha or Mangamma, indecorous and inartistic. I wish
there was a board of censors.. such writing are bad taste and

health for the young and the growing.

Today I have sent you a copy of my mountain in Labour
‘Cezwdr'. May be the 'Hindu' will send a copy to you for
review. | have promised myself not to venture on this line any
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more. It does not suit me... definitely so. It is a venture. |

am satisfied to know | am not scattered.

Will it be long before | see you in Bangalore?

83. Bangalore, 15-11-1974

Dear Sri Seetharamiah : Many thanks for your letter. [ was
praying for your recovery all these months, now [ am happy
- you are recovering. Yours was a very mild stroke, but yet
the recovery was slow. It may leave a very small percentage
of defect - if not on the palm - on the leg. It will not be

much noticeable. You must guard yourself well, against any
further strokes.

[ think some thing went wrong in the nervous ganglia at
the base of neck, other than inside the Cerebrum. Anyway

the land was lucky and your friends and dear ones were lucky.

[ do not go out into the streets now-a-days for fear of
incurring injuries [certainly not death. I am ready to welcome
it as my friend and resurrector (®zo035%es @Te0)]. To go
out, I have to wear glasses. Although I wear it to read or
write, I do not use it continuously. It exaggerates things a
bit, and I do not readily see the pits or small mounds on the
road. This J.C. Road is the most packed and congested. We
are breathing only polluted and diesel gas, and it makes us
feel the end of all life when there is no noise from the street.

Having seen the best and the happiest of times and humanity,
[ feel the hell has come on me now in all its fury and evil.

Each likes to exploit the other in every walk of life, and there
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1s no greater wretch than today Govt. The dog eats dog today;
formerly it would not. Is it not time enough for that 'Sogaoan'.
Ofcourse he has failed repeatedly, and now he thinks 'Oh, it
is all a sheer waste of energy. The wretched humanity cannot
be brought round.' I think the 'Jains' were a clever sect. They
committed suicide - when life became no longer bearable -
or a necessity - and called it a religious or Dharmaic "Sallekha".
Only the north pole rodents - adopt it too. The world is definitely
over populated and it is growing in geometrical progression.
More so in our Land. I think we do remain starved out beggars
for eternity.

Trying to be good and honest, I am allowed to breathe the
yet tax-free air; everything else has been heavily taxed and
I am now at this age working hard - round the clock to balance
the expenditure - or Income to Expenditure. I do not know

why I am raving. Let mine be only mine.

DTS, . dorieg w300

84. Mysore, 11-3-1966

My dear V.Si. : Your letter was awaiting my return; from
Feb. 14, 66 to March 9, 66, I was away from Mysore. They
made much of me both in Delhi and Bombay. It is a pity, as
you say, my better half - she is so much 'better' indeed - could
not go with me to Delhi; my youngest daughter is here with
us expecting to be confined. And it so happened that my beloved
could not be present at the splendid and touching reception
which the Maharaja's college gave me on the 11th February
1966. She is hoping to participate in a similar 'festivity' or
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festivities soon. | cannot thank God sufficiently for the great
gift He has given me in my life partner'

| know how glad you are because | got the S A Award
this vear. heart speaks to heart, sooner and more effectually
l.et there be no formalities between us.

Your generous desire that | should write more books | take
as an honour and as a mandate. My longings too are running
that way. But you know I am a slow writer, and one not easily
satisfied; nevertheless, 1 must strive hard to fulfil what I hold
as tasks set by the Taskmaster.

'When shall we meet again? [ think you will spend the
summer in Bangalore. If you do, I will be able to get occasions

to spend some time with you. We have lots to talk over, haven't
we?

85. Mysore, 19-1-1970

My dear friend : I accept your felicitations with deep humility
and pleasure. It is good of you to remember me at this moment,
when I might feel a bit giddy and do really need friends to
keep me steady and balanced.Thank you. You have been a
staunch well-wisher of mine always, you have in your own
way encouraged me to write more and more but I have been
rather slow and hesitant. It will be a great day for me when
| can present you with a copy of my "Western Poets and
Literary Criticism" in Kannada.

I hope to be in Bangalore for a day or two without any
engagement in February '70. I should love to visit you and have
a long, long talk. My soul is hungering for it.
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86 Mysore, 29-7-40

My dear Mr.VS. : Thank you so much for the '$80w0".
I liked it immensely when [ read it — the prose. That is, [
think. how it should be. While one writes in Kannada, there
appears to be a certain artificiality in the construction of
sentences. It is different from the form of the thought in his
mind. When | read this book, I recognised a freshness, a
naturalness and a flow. All this talk is a result, you have guessed
it by now, of personal experience, my laborious attempts at
writing. Hope this, your prose, catches the Kannada writers.

How is our friend Mr. K.V.R.? | wrote to him last week
about Prof. B.M.S's commemoration volume and other things,
one of which being the bee in my bonnet.

My regards to him and to Mr. B.V.

87. Ceylon, 17-8-1951

My dear Sri V.S. : Thank you very much for the letter of
13th inst. The arrangement regarding the house rent is all right.
If you are not using the smaller portion of the house, my son-
in-law Sri Narahari Rao wants to move into it. Pramila has
written to me. They are setting up their new home.

I shall get the pictures of Sigriya and the Sita Site.

I read a short note of your interview with Pandit Nehru
in the Peccan Herald. It mentioned specially of your suggestion
and Nehru's enthusiastic approval of it. I wonder why D.V.G.
and Masti did not join the PE.N group. D.V.G. wrote to me
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in reply to a long letter of mine. | shall write to you about
it I my next.

I recently bought a painting of a local artist exhibited in
one of the Art Exhibitions. There was not much of good art
in the paintings exhibited. This one appealed to me with the
sea all round the island. It is surprising that there were not
many sea-scapes. A few which were exhibited did not show

any life.

I wrote to the Curator, Hyderabad, Archaeological museum
for a full set of Ajanta reproductions. I have promised the set
to a local Buddhist Assn. Hall. No reply yet.

@. an®. SwedcUox® V00T
88. Chitaldroog, 28-6-48

Dear Sitaramiah : I am dropping the 'Sri', alas that you should
have left it to a younger man to set a good example! Forlorn
soul is right. Your letter anticipated mine, and you will be
interested to hear that the first sentence my mind had framed
was exactly the same as yours except for the words 'l hope'.
I had clear three hours' time between receiving orders and
catching the train, enough to touch somebody for 50 Rs, make
a futile effort to learn something about the new college from
the Registrar, and rush to the station. No self-pity. In a way
we were free (!) to choose.

We have a fine stone building (Dist. Board) which was
clearly designed with an eye (or ear?) to acoustic properties
_ the intention must have been that nobody should hear a word
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of what the other fellow says. They have succeeded Every
stone echoes and re-echoes the lowest whisper. But it is an
imposing structure, and 1 am chuckling at the idea that the
Science-wallahs cannot possibly have their laboratories and
practical classes here. They have a separate building — an old
and leaky one, God be thanked, with whitewash two inches
thick. and coming off in layers. If it were humanly possible
they would have taken the whole of the ground floor here for
Physics and Chemistry and the whole of the first floor for
Physics and Chemistry. Don't show this to your Science friends.

Of course we, as Superintendent are equally interested in
Science and Arts.

There isn't a stick of furniture or a sheet of paper. The
people appear to be very friendly, are in the habit of shaving,
and nobody has yet asked me whether India and Pakistan are
now separate countries. It appears to be a healthy place. One
feels hungry and thirsty. Water, fuel, and house-room are the
three scarcities. They have reserved houses for the staff. As
soon as the houses are roofed in, as soon as the flooring is
done, the windows and doors set up, the walls plastered, light
and water laid in, we shall get possession. It is only a question
of time, I am assured.

[ wish Chitaldroog - damn it, it shall be 83=rs - and
Chikkamagalur were on the main railway line. But we shall
meet all the same, both here and at your place.

'Larger experience' quotha! As Rollo would have said in
his mock-heroic moods. I am feeling utterly dazed and am
wondering where to begin.
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You didn't expect to draw down so long a letter on your

head! Cheerio!

89 Chitradurga, 16-8-48

Dear Sitaramia @ | have taken a pretty long time over the
reply to your letter of more than a month ago. Please put it
down to heavy work - that will be charity since there was
really precious little doing. The one real worry — so far as
college work is concerned — is a clerk-cum-accountant who
1s perpetually achieving mathematical miracles. If you labour
under the impression that two and two always make four, please

correct the complex. My clerk knows better.

Well, I have done the man's work and got the classes going

they began on the 20th of last month. Stray admissions
continued till recently and among them is one interesting
specimen, a middle-aged padri, of the long-skirted though
unbearded variety. | have had a discussion with him about faith
and good works for nearly two hours. I am at present the
only teacher of English and am combining all classes for English
work. The hungry sheep have been brought up on the Kannada
medium and are finding English rather strong meat, if the look
of utter mystification on their faces is any evidence.

l.ast month I went on a week's leave to Mysore, and never
did the city appear more lovely. There was some good feed.
[.et me commend to your attention Pongal at Yamunachar's.
Such perfection, such delicate balance of all essential ingredients!
| am not much of a trencher-man, but I hold the record for

that day.
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Chitradurga was designed to make people hungry, and to
keep them hungry, unless they develop the art of living on
chillies. Coffee sells at two annas a teaspoonful. I have now
taken to brewing my own coffee, and | am not mentioning
it to frighten you away from this place. Come any time after
the 23rd, and you will get coffee not prepared by me, but coffee
which will have had the benefit of my criticism. I am off to

Mysore today, and when [ return it will not be as an
unsatisfactory half.

Life has been terribly dull these two months. The hills are
very near the town here and I have done a good deal of
exploration already. That is the only amusement, barring the
production of cacophony when I am alone. There are no books,
unless you are interested in Mrs. Henry Wood, in whom the
High School library specializes. I actually read one — I am
all right though. #¢o® 3.00.%. who is here sent me a Penguin
special, and the other day in the Dist Board library I lighted
on Axel Munthe hobnobbing with the Epigraphica Karnataka.

I have spread a rumour that I am going on long leave and
that has set some good-natured people busy looking for a house
for me. I am bringing my family on the chance of getting one.

I had two letters form Karanth. The replies from England
and America are both unsatisfactory. England finds that while
the pictures of life in the novel are fascinating they are not
done from any particular angle, and that it is too long. America
(Pearl Buck) is afraid that it may not interest the American
public, not universal enough. Go hang, you - American public!
When you come here after I set up house we may discuss
their criticism, with the greater part of which I don't agree.
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And now that | have been sufficiently guilty of bad manners
in talking of my own affairs, how about you? Have you found
a house? | suppose vou must have, since | am told T. L. K.
has one. And has your clerk started giving you trouble yet?
I understand he has a reputation. Chikkamagalur must be
drpping wet, even Chitradurga is.

See if you can come over early next month, by which time
I expect to have settled down to quiet home life. [ have been
too restless to think of paying visits, but I too may get normal
next month.

The V. C. paid us — or rather the town — a visit. He found
no time to talk to any member of the staff except me and
me he couldn't very well avoid. "Where is the time, you know.

[ have had no sleep all yesterday, you know." Well let me stop.
Please write. I shall be back here by the 23rd.

90. Chitradurga, 19-11-48

Dear Sitaramiah : It was very good of you to write without
waiting for the reply I owed to the previous letter, and it is
nasty of me to have delayed replying. Instead of an apology
let me quote you: "Oh good friend, do think kindly of a not
very happy soul." The last phrase is a hopeless understatement.
A soul in agony would come nearer to meeting the case. |
have been far more than a fortnight in the depths of dejection
and ill-health — I don't know which is the result of which. [
have the physical ailment super-added, but the other symptoms
are the same as yours. About four days ago I remember I
seriously wished for the total extinction of the world and all
its problems. I believe I am a little less morbid today.
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I don't remember what | wrote when | re-directed that letter
| believed 1 floundered between the stiff-collared ‘1 have the
honour’ variety of letter and the glad-neck variety which all
well-conditioned humans ought to use. There was a wave of

economy on me, and | saved anna and a half by being official
in tone.

For heaven's sake build nothing on that announcement in
the papers. My listlessness was not in the least ruffled by it
— that's all its impact on me. It said nothing about the University.
We are an "autonomous duly constituted body." I don't know
what they mean by it, but one thing stands out clear and
sharp — the Govt. takes no account of us when there are
benefits going round. Please paste that in your hat if you have
to buy one for the purpose. And don't expect anything by way
of fulfilment of the 350/- promise either. | hear Govt. have
asked why seniority wasn't followed and why - Lord save us
- why N.B's rejected the offer. That's that and now can fly
from me to Job's comforters. [ am sure they were more tender
than I am now. Let us not have hopes and lay up misery for
ourselves. | dare not think of my finances. Why call ourselves
sordid or pathetic. We are poor. God knows. And modesty apart,
we have given the University much more than it has paid us
for. We have a right to be indignant. But there isn't a thing
we can do about it. I hate the whole business. And all the
while the Govt. seems to think we are the pet children of the
University! I had better stop probing the wound.

[ had a letter from Karanth about 10 or 12 days ago asking
for the revised manuscript. I was not in a condition to look
into it. But | sat up yesterday and the day before, and | have
dispatched it. I was able to reduce the length by about 50
p.p. Madam Nova and her painting have gone out of the novel.
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| don't know how Karanth takes it. Seena Mayya's romance
at the Kokkarane wedding — | have cut rather unwillingly. S.
V. Krishnamurti (of Shimoga) who had gone to England recently
has contacted Lord Cecil of New College who has recommended
a publisher. It seems he is willing to give a letter of introduction
to the firm. I have written to Karanth about it.

About my going there, let November pass please. Just at
present I haven't spirits enough even for a walk.

To revert to pay and prospects again — shall we start writing
begging letters? Salaries have been raised everywhere, they
are all getting annual increments and other benefits while we
etc. etc.? We can't send up joint representations, but we can
do it individually. Of course I haven't forgotten what happened
to the petitions we sent up last year. You can think about it
and let me know. I shall write to T.N.S. also about it.

I am sorry I don't sound the least bit cheerful, but you'll
forgive me.

91. Mysore, 9-8-63

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah : Some week ago I received from
Mr. Habbu a copy of your 'Pygmalion.' Thank you very much
for the gift. I love Shaw; and let me add — throwing to the
winds the modern horror of appearing sentimental — his present
translator. So the gift is doubly valuable.

The Lord knows (he ought to anyway, having had to give
scriptures in so many different languages to so many 'chosen
people') translation is a tough job; and 'Pygmalion' has special
difficulties of its own. So I am glad it came into your, rather
than other, hands.
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I have long felt that while colloquial Kannada prose for social
comedy has been invented, prose suitable for dialogue in plays
of a more serious type had a breakdown somewhere on the
way. I think you have got it going again, to the extent possible
In a translation. a style neither oppressively colloquial nor with
the taint of the 'literary' on it; and also the mean between
faithfulness to the original and naturalness in Kannada.

[ think I get my Shavian Higgins, Mrs. Higgins, and Doolittles
etc. all right. The delight-cum-despair of Mrs. Higgins in her
famous son has come out very well, and so has the ebullience
which Higgins adds to his learning. I wish all linguists could
be served up to us a' la Higgins — but that is by the way.

I share your sigh for greater intellectual ferment in our
country, and for honest courage to take a measure of ourselves
vis-a-vis standards elsewhere. But we are now so busy closing
up windows that probably our generation will end up sighing.

Congratulations. I trust you are in excellent health.

P. S. I have been reading in the papers of the uproar in the Parishat.

I don't know the details; but, shades of Venkatanarayanappa, and Srikantiah!

92. SRR,  30-11-1978
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SRR, V. I ﬁ%aadacwé@. All told, they were all great men. If

[ had my Maharaja's College days to live again, I should be content to
live it as of old!
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95s. Puttur, 26-8-1933

Dear Seetharamayya : Your kind parchment of the 2nd inst.
to hand. Thanks very much. The glossary of terms sent by
you was unfortunately too late. Of course, I am going to make
use of it when the time comes to read its proofs. I am glad
to write that I have almost completed the work. Here I have
been able to scribble about 1500 pages.* Including pictures,
the book may come to 1,500 crown Y% p.p. I have begun to
collect photos for the same but the trouble is in getting a
publisher for the cost of photos and blocks alone may come
to Rs. 6,000 atleast. The only hope is Bezz. Now, regarding
your letter. It's almost an impeachment. You almost picture me
as a bloody Shiva whose real joy comes out of his death-dance.
And the other charge, i.e., my very puritanical outlook of the
cinema; I do hope for good technique and I hate not lovers:
what [ hate is that American picture sense which sacrifices
film for the kiss. The vulgarity with which they show their
sex is most revolting. You call that refinement? [ hope not.
The havoc which that is wroughting on young minds is too

164 B Fozodd peri-1



great for a puritan to stand with a smiling face. It is the practical
side of the question itself that makes me a puritan if | am
such. Mr. Shivarau had come here a month back and | am
proceeding to Puttur day after tomorrow. Of course, Dusserah
is calling and Karanth is willing. | had invited Mr. Masti to
come to us then. On the 27th and 28th, we meant holding
a literary festival (not a conference) for which I had asked
him to preside. He has not yet replied. Perhaps my letter and
the recent criticisms have made him gravely mistrust Kanara.
Will you please for my sake go to him and make him come
to us? In spite of our apparent inhumanness, we are human.
Since we have to issue invitations | want his consent most
urgently. I have also issued an invitation to Mr. Venkatachar
and he too has not yet replied. If you can make yourself happen
td meet him please tell him also not to disappoint us. Lastly,
your letters reek with inferiority complexes which you the least
of all have any reason to put on. Don't you feel me like a
Mussolini or some such stuff !

P.S. @x¥goep script is urgent. It is Shiva's dance.

YopoZEod' Loth TWONMD  XoUGF.

96. Puttur, 11-7-1934

Dear V.S. : | am in receipt of your kind letter as well as
the draft. Mr. Masti's transfer I think was expected sometime
back. My Bangalore memories are richer because of him. But
of course he as an official shall have to go wherever he is
called to it. Chikmaglur is a nice little place — quite the
one for a poet. But — I don't think he can have any literary
co. there at all. In that respect it will be perfect solitude for
him.
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When does he intend going there? I mean to go to Chik.
in a week.

Re-the complaint against me that I have not written to you.

I have written one letter to your college address & [ don't
know how you missed it. It was about the negatives. Excepting
the madanikes of Belur, every other bit has come out well.

I am sending you a print of Mr. Venkanniah's photo. With
a little touching the background, I hope it will give a nice print
on special paper. Mr. Sharma's did not come out well.

I am really busy — with my Encyclopedia — almost asses
work.

This week 'Swadeshabhimani' brings — your funeral notice!
I am sure you will get angry with me for the way in which
it is written. So much the better — a little less tea.

I'am re-writing Economics — reducing the whole thing to
very simple outlines & nothing else.

9. Puttur, 4-8-1934

Dear V.S. : Excuse me for this long delay in writing to
you. I am herewith sending your French article with its
translation. Regarding the translation, I am placing my friend's
letter with it. In Mangalore, I could not find anybody for the
task. Just two days back, I returned from my trip to Bhadravati,
Kemmangundi. The latter place shrouded in cloud and rain and
I had to obtain only one or two bad photos. Of course,
Bhadravati gave me a few good photos. Again I had a trip
to Belur and Halebid. Belur was all rainy. Madanikais this
time too were disappointing. Nothing better can come unless
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special light is reflected over those dark nymphs. | had a very
enjoyable time with Mr. Masti when | had been there. He is
busy with his office work. So. finds little leisure now.

One more affair that | have done (for ever?) i.e., regarding
Kumari Padmavathi. I must have told you all about her last
May. Her difficulty to go against her father's wish was a big
block in her way. That was then. Now, since she is definitely
leaving for England next month, we have decided to end the
matter. She seems to have procured a scholarship for 3 years.
In the meanwhile, the world itself may change. So, Karanth
is bride hunting. Good commission will be given to those that
help him to live a life of sufficient botheration! Have your

'diwankhana' risen up? Please give the acceptance letter to
Mr. lyer.

98. Puttur, 19-8-1934

Dear V.S. : I want you to, please do this little Bitti for me.
I had invited Mr. DVG and Mr. BMS for our dasara
celebrations. Mr. DVG was asked to preside over our literary
conference — on 13th Oct. and BMS to talk to our people
on the 13th night. Now our Gundappa has written to me -
that he would feel obliged if I can allow him to accept another
invitation from Bijapur falling on the same days. After making
a very long standing promise to our committee — I approached
Mr. Gundappa as far back in May. Since Bijapur is a border
land — he feels that his need there is more urgent. Personally
I don't want to stand in the way of his doing his best for the
cause of Karnatak. At the same time I fear — our people may
feel a little uneasy if he decides going over to Bijapur.
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Another point | wished that Me R M &, would have greod
company while coming He has not vet replied me Please oo
Mr Gundappa on this count | don't want to preas him on
account of the priority of my claim et him decide as the
cause needs. If he decides in favour of Bijapur he 15 free to
do so. Then in that case, please run up to Mr BMS and request
him that he should preside over our literary conference also
If he feels lonely to come, you will have to accompany him
cven.

Since, 1 have to give due publicity to our program, | expect
your reply by the very next mail. Please don't delay for Mr.
DVG also wants my reply — which [ have not yet done. One
another thing. I had requested Mr. BMS to talk to us on 'love
poetry' in the east and west. It was at the request of certain
friends who felt a need for a change in our lectures. If he
does not like the subject, he is free to choose any other subject
that he likes.

99. Puttur, 10-11-1934

Dear V.S. : Only yesterday I received Mr. Thippayya's letter
who it seems came to you the next day I left your place.
He seems to be one chain of 'paraks' for Karanth and the
inspiration seems to have come from you towards Dasara
activities. You people upset me very much by these things. Don't
you think that we should learn to be a little more thrifty in
expending praises and applauses? Well — to your work - |
am only getting some points regarding our entertainments. |
am sure, it is to be a material for a few more 'paraks’,

Ist Day - Subadatta - You have read the story. It was played
as a dance drama without a line of ok, with only music,
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Chandamma* played the queen of Apsaras and Prabhashankar*
the wood-cutter; Shanti,* the wife and Jayavanthi* the daughter.
A few other boys played the other apsaras. The wood-cutter's
dance is one mainly showing struggle and fatigue though later
on, it takes a joyous turn after the receipt of the magic pitcher.
The Apsara dance is one of elegance and joy in the beginning.
When she sees the wood-cutter is intruding on their privacy,
she comes up like a lightning accompanied by her companions.
This Chandamma, the tall lady works like a real cobra. In the
end comes the drunken mad dance of the wood-cutter, whirling

like a top loosing his balance to lose the pitcher and gives a
sad end.

2nd- 338 Tgow - It is a 30 minutes' prose play in one-
act. Tale of a lazy householder who, when it comes to a
question of work, talks of emptiness of the world. In the matter
of eating, yearning for more wealth, he is as anxious as anybody
else. It is Nagara Panchami day. With a neighbour of his,
he talks of 38 @023 alternately with - what all curries have
to be prepared that day. The wife leaves the house to get
cardamom for payasam. A dog enters the kitchen, which the
householder in his laziness forgets to drive away. The meal
is spoilt. He quietly orders the wife to prepare a second meal
with payasam etc. She gets angry and walks away.

3rd day- Costumes of the world - It was a pageant of the
people of the world depicting the costumes of men and women
of nearly 33 countries, i.e., 60-70 people taking part. In the
usual crepe paper dresses etc., each nation was present
separately with a short talk about their country. In the end,
all the costume wearers were shown in a group. It was a
mass of colours quite entertaining. More from P. Srinivas Rao

or Raja.
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4th Yakshagana not done - The days I don't remember even.
Y RoZ¥D-You have seen; deoion-ditto; Another prose play.

SPONOD 4T — a 45 minutes' play — Damaged goods.
A father with 3 children. One blind, another an idiot, the 3rd
a weakling, making a hell of a noise at home — the father
gets easily irritated and beats them. To add to the misery, the
wife is pregnant crying of pain. He does not want to believe
she is pregnant. She calls for the doctor. He keeps mum. He
is afraid of a 4th ghost. Neighbour Sinappa comes to know
of this. He persuades, but fails to make the man get a doctor.
The man goes for bath. The children quarrel. A medicine bottle
is broken, a glass piece pricks him and he goes to the doctor.
The wife can't bear the scolding, goes to commit suicide. When
contemplating death by the well side, Somappa gets her back
with the aid of his wife, puts her to sleep. Annappa, the
'vajaman' returns. He is scolded. He gets the doctor. The
mother gives birth to a ghostly babe (still born). The father
screeches. Doctor comes out, scolds him for his act, says -

"You are the 4th pishachi; you, the syphillic father of these
children."

[t was done well. The children acted beautifully. The fun
was — the ladies appreciated the drama most ! The subject
is a subtle one — often tragic circumstances provoking laughter,

say, the cry of a pregnant woman from behind the screen.
But, they took it well.

One new experiment here — we had a screen where 4 dim
ghost-like figures were painted. With proper sidewings, it would
have looked much better.

WIBWRDT — musical opera with roister of Tom, all
dialogue worked in music. A fake priest mis-interpreting his
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master's voice goes to admonish the world. The last year $o
ending and a new one begins. He says the future is not worth
hiving. He has his two disciples equally stupid who on his advise
g0 to sell their property and dispose off with a daughter. To
keep them for the next year is bad. So. dispose them off to
anybody. There is chase after 9o%. This is the theme. In
the end not finding an ©9¢od the priest himself to accept her
hand. Everything is ready — when Vasanth the child of the
future takes her away to his great disappointment. The intervals
are filled up by a trio who always sing in chorus and in steps.
There are three vagabonds who echo the emptiness of the
future. Though the actors failed to do their best — the
experiment was quite a success. People could follow the music
and the theme. An opera seemed to suit a silly theme very
well. It may equally work with a tragic one. Well, the last
day was only a hotchpotch of so many things. 'Mand raag'**
works beautifully for dialogues. It can be broken into bits and
can suit almost any mood.

The manuscript magazines.

It was Mr. Shiva Rao who started the work in our (Puttur)
Hr. Ele. Schools of the Taluk. He used to go through almost
every issue sent to him, would circulate it among his friends,
who would write their opinion on the magazines.

It was started some 4-5 years ago. Since then there is a
lot of improvement. The text is of mostly stories and essays.
But, picture and illustrations are now being put in large numbers.
Cover pages are worked well. mdns, wrwoned, folk songs
are regular features. After Mr. Hoysala's coming to the
childrens' conference (3 years back) nursery rhymes have come
to be additions. There is other aaﬁ%eg poetry too. The
magazines give a brief report of the various school activities

too, Viz.,
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1) Childrens’ court. 2) Debating society, 1) Stationery society
& 4) Board of homes etc . worked and managed by children.
helped by the elders to some extent

There are the village news, market rates too. Over a news
item about the bad town lighting of a village Panchayat, caught
the eyes of an officer and the matter was taken seriously and
the highting really improved.

Regarding prose matter — not much improvement is seen.
Unless various general activities such as nature study, excursions
etc., come to play — child themes etc., didn't come at all. Now
mostly their essays contain elderly stuff "zeosSmgrg=or" etc.
That outlook has to be changed and the children must be made
to feel that they are children.

This exhibition got 40-50 magazines — many special dasara
fine illustrations came. Magazines from High Schools, College

and Elementary schools came. Elementary school magazines
came from children of 5-10 years.

More you can concoct.

Art Exhibition — You have seen. A wonderful collection from
children, nearly 700 entries from children alone — most of them
from elementary and middle school boys — works range from
clay work, water colour, line, oil, etc. Ladies contributed a
variety of stitching, embroidery. The exhibits were surprisingly
outstanding if consider their age and classes. The teachers’
section as a contrast was huge failure!

"85 oyt BevEY SIechT SeMIW; TEHEE SIPFOTTHCHT
08D,
“Swow  oort
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100 Puttur, J0-5-1915

Dear VS. : Your letter of the 15th Coming from your hands,
| must sav that it is a cruel prece of composition. You seem
to think that 1 am trying to make the best out of Nittoor's
defeat and want to draw my attention - that the work needs
a little more tolerance and charity on my part.

I don't want to plead in this matter. I can show any amount
of charity regarding work. Regarding money- [ haven't anything
myself and I have solely to depend on the press people. *Mr.
Nittoor says no fresh agreement is necessary — while admitting
the breach. You may understand me or not — [ must plainly
tell you my position. The press people have refused me the
credit which they once did. They want the balances to be
cleared and in future, regular monthly clearance of bills. This
being the case, how can I help matters? I don't want to write
a word more on this nasty topic. It has already ruined me
and made me break my promises to so many. That being the
case, I can only be an onlooker to these affairs. One word
more — being a friend, I don't want you to put me into any
awkward position that will further ruin me. I am sorry that
I had to write all this.

Part VIII has been sent already.

LR eITHONT; IZJRFI Tpue DoOTOOT FTOIT
'OOTToWE’ JFBOD BOTLF.
101. Puttur, 3-5-1936

Dear V.S. : I am sorry that I can't come to Bangalore on
the 8th. I will be there either on the 11th or 12th. We are
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thinking of coming in a party viz. Salem-Mettur Mr. Belle
Ramachandra Rao. Sadashiva Rau and Molahalli will also come
And one more thing that 1 have done. That is only to surprise
you — things are going smooth and God willing — | am to have
a life's companion on the 6th instt. It was so sudden and
surprising. You may be shocked to hear that she is not very
fair, not very educated and not very grown up and to add,
not a Brahmin also ! My friends here including Mr. Shiva Rao
have yet to learn the same. Things permitting, | may bring
her too to Bangalore which tale please carry to Mr. Iyer. Oh!

excuse me — | have taken much of your time on the eve of
your Parishath 'Manegarike'.

102. 21-9-1940

Dear V.S. : Your letter of the 18th. Thanks for the same.
[ am fixing your dates for the 6th and 7th for D.V.G. feels
like returning by 9th. Mr. Sreenivas Rao has not replied. Yours
is the look out to get him. I am putting him for 'The age of
electricity.' Well, your subject Smt. B. Indiramma has accepted.

The book I mentioned to you was Wells Experiments in
Autobiography. There is everything to commend about it for
it is a fresh and straight forward analysis of things, matters
and personalities including the author whom he doesn't spare.
[ first thought of coming to Dharwar, but too much of my time
was wasted in court work and I lag very much in Dasara
work. I don't also think it is worthwhile coming — for things
may become more bitter also. I can well understand your
concern in the matter. But one can't help it. If | have been
so bitter in my charges, it is because I feel that the Chijefs
if they think that the Institution should remain strong and living,

174 T Toaéd 23eri-1



chrvild net B oo callomre frw the reepect and rights of others
Thit vousr friend 1 st Now anvhody '« mild reproaches will
he of use If anv persomal appeal i« to he done it 12 to he
M vour people and not non-Mysoreans Others, wheever they
may be are sure to be mic-understood | don't respect persons
amything above Institutions If they have little value for a
constitution which they are supposed to work out. then we too
can't be expected to be mild towards them.

I know that my charges are a mixture of big and small
ones. If there were small ones, only, they could have been
left out. But, in the nature of things they assume an importance
like others. They look personal too, I don't deny, but the Jubilee
insults are all of that type. Unless he is made to feel that others
too have their pride, prestige, etc., which should not be hurt,
there is no use. [ am no believer in keeping mum in these
things. You talk of touchy Sandur episode. Why don't you feel
why that man should feel for the uncalled for insult, after having
been personally invited and boosted? Did he not condescend
to sit with all in Bellary? The policy of sacrificing smaller fish
for bigger ones in social matters is a crime. If literary men
don't feel for equality, none else may. You may argue that in
your taste, it is not feasible. Then, you should not drag non-
Mysoreans. Let them live their humble lives.

Regarding his politics in Parishat, [ have instances to believe
that it is a part of bigger game. He has been never straight
to us. We, in the least appreciate his diplomacy. When we
asked A.N.K. to apologise for his personal criticisms in Nudi,
and when you were angry for his spending over block without
sanction, why should you exempt the Vice President from the
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same type of failures? That would mean that we nod or wink
according to personalities. If things are left to your friend, it
will be nothing more than a personal propaganda machine. You
will realize the length he is prepared to justify his ways. In
the new bye-laws, he has even deleted the clause regarding
President's election. It has not been sold to the palace. In 'Savi-
mathu’, he has clearly put it as an 'election by general body'.
Why this humbuggery of a constitution? If such ways were
not stopped, I am sure it will take matters to bodies other than
Parishath to get justice. As for the saving of institutional life
in the country, I for one don't believe in them as of subjective
importance. They are only of objective importance. If through
them new conscience of social culture and justice is not created,
then they can better vanish for good. Let them not live as
mutts of the decadent age. Do you think that otherwise they
will create the much needed unity? Well enough of this shell-
fire, it has forfeited a lot of my much needed rest. If I joined
the Parishath, it is more because of you than for all the
institutional bunkum. Being in it, I shall fight monopolies by
whomever it may be. The other option is asking me to clear
but which also I am equally happy to do. But between the
things I can't lie, I prostrate, tolerating things which even in
smaller men I would not. More, in person if temper or literary
distemper is still left uncured.

103. IR,  14-7-1945
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104. Puttur, 28.8.1947

Dear Seetharamayya : Just now after such a long time I
sat up to read Puttappa's 'Beralge Koral'. It was occasioned
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by the remark of a scholar friend who said he could not make
head and tail of the same. With my cynicism | went through
it Apart from its 'shastric’ authenticity of the story as depicted
here and his usual bombastic mixture of old Kannada with
Sanskrit, there is nothing to say against it. It goes on beautifully
as a piece of drama. It is moving, is full of emotion and sane
development. I am glad I read it, so the credit is yours for
bringing it out in P.K*. I and Leela have decided to attend
the coming Delhi conference. We will be in Mysore on the
7th eve at the Modern Hindu Hotel. That very night or the

next morning, we will get off. Hence, make it convenient to
meet us.

* TpRT, BIRF LG

105. Puttur, 26-12-1958

Dear Seetharamayya : Your kind letter. | am glad you wrote
it, in spite of the troubles you are having. Since coming with
Leela, she is O.K., I have shown your letter to her. [ am glad
that one storm and stress is over. Though she or me had no
domestic fends or troubles, the financial strain has been too
much. It is daily growing and future is so dark. I only wish
that we have the strength to bear it all. With regard to the
talk — I had scribbled while at Bangalore itself. The River (a
musical composition depicting the birth and end of a river) a
few have heard it and half of them didn't understand it even.
When we think of moods— unless the instrumentalists can sense
it, there is no good in our imagining things. A lot is lost. There
is again the poverty of some instruments which don't suit certain
movements of strength. This is not bad for a week's rehearsal
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that is all that one can sayv. One only discovers potentialities
and for further development it is all handicaps and nothing more
Dr. Natesh wants to send it to Delhi. Chalo Delhi'

Of recent, the talk section of AI.R. tells me whenever |
go there that they have posted this letter and that contract.
But in 4 recent instances, not one bit of paper came to me!
It is a new type of experience. | am at my book — so, busy.

106. Puttur, 2-2-1961

Dear V.S. : The expected event came on 30th eve at 7-
15 pm. My son* passed away after 7 hours of difficult
operation. Leela and I served him as best as we could but
it was a case of nature's vengeance. A tumor weighing about
1 Kg was in his chest and I wonder why he didn't die an
year ago ! The boy's moral nobility gives us peace. Leela and
children have borne this event bravely. Thank you for your

sympathy.

*Hood Jbn IRF

107. IR, 8-2-1961

200 D.xe. 1 AW, NS WORT. I, TOT TeDT AT
wBY LoTode BRBN, BWNI* PEBWoTSe FRIFROTR).
6medgdodm4 Ty WODA WOoIeN? Deew DB, D DRI
8300 O[NYY AR, OIT HOOD MrNY, Forem odeen
BRB0NB. ©Ies WIT HOTITW), F0BF). VTR 2T gonESone
$o0T3 e, T, DTYITN 2D,

+T003T HOCH I BIF.
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108. Puttur, 1-12-1965

Dear V.S. : Your letter makes sad reading. Can't help it.
I don't think anything intentional took place, but slovenliness
to discover what is a miss must have contributed to it.

The seminar was of an average sort, a lot of talk about
East-West was there. I was keen on knowing what happens
in other States. A Malayalam novel, one of Kannan in Tamil,

one of Buchi Babu in Telugu, one of Jainendra Kumar and
one of Kannada were discussed.

The presentation was good mostly but I felt from the reviews
that the quality was ordinary. Telugu novel- with its author
also participating figured bad.

Raja Rao's Kanthapura was eulogized. Raja Rao talked for
a few minutes like a mystic - on 'Silence.! Shabda Brahma
vouchsafed in silence. I couldn't get at it.

But atleast something - positive could be discussed about
the novels presented to us by the proponents.

My own reading of the western novel is poor to comprehend
the latest advances or modes.

We are here — lonely enough without kids, & for Leela
it is much more lonely.

I am finishing the work of the Ramayana* & not have
thought of the future. Mainly tax & other worries enough.

Last go just going out to Mysore or some other place gives
some change at the cost of regular work.

Food situation is bound to create unheard of misery and
terror in the country. Often it worries me. What of the poor

who can't pay the soaring prices.
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Rajarathnam it seems may come to Udupi on the |8th &
| also will go there. It is a long time since we spent some
time together.

aoh ﬁommﬁzgq) ‘TiF ovSmodes” LY

109. Saligrama, 16-7-74

Dear V.S. : Lucky you have a fine typewriter. [ liked its
type face very much. I have a typewriter and a typist. But
I use the English one rarely. The Kannada one is busy.

[.LB.H has been correct in its dealings so far & I am happy
that there is one firm which we can rely upon.

Regarding your note on present trends in literature, [ rarely
go through the stuff. I hate the bile and vituperation. I don't
find strong intellectual personalities behind these. I can see only
postures. Nothing big can come unless one grows big enough
himself.

One sees the dismal state of affairs and untold hardship
all round. Character has become its first casuality. We will have
worse days and one knows very well that he is but a speck
in an ocean. This sobering realization - makes me work harder
and live a life that I consider worthwhile. You may be alone
— what does it matter? None can deprive of our satisfaction
or realization.

[ am glad even your illness gave you a chance of seeing
the West for what it is. We want to pose as saints. They are
content to live as human beings. That is the essential

difference.
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I am not bored of long letters, but have little patience to
write one myself. | have 6-10 letters to answer every day,
often answering silly questions. It's the same when you meet
people. We seem to live in an intellectual void too.

I 'am now revising my book on Indian Sculpture for the 4th
time! It will have to go with 100 photographs to mean what
little T wish to convey.

I did a small memoir on "Drama & I". The experiments
& associations etc., come in there. In a way it absorbs time.

[ may be able to go over to B'lore somewhere in September.

I expect Aithal here today. The monsoon is weak and
farmers aren't cheerful.

P.S. : KKK. Hebbar will be going to Germany this Sept. on invitation.
I went with him to Ellora & Ajantha early April.

110. Puttur, 6-11-1974

Dear V.S. : I have been glancing through 'Hariharadeva'
edited by you. I see the date controversy. What interested me
is the date of founding of Hampi and the building of Virupaksha
temple itself. This controversy accepts that Hampi was founded
much earlier than Vijayanagar dynasty. What do inscriptions
say about the founding of Virupaksha temple ? When did the
term 'Virupaksha' itself come to existence? Prior to Basava?
What evidence have we that Hampi was famous during
Hoysala periéd? We may have to take that Hampi city existed
prior to Hukka Bukkas. Mallik Kaffar's exploits included Dora
Samudra and Warrangal, but not Hampi. Have you come across
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any archacological evidence with regard to these matters? Do
nscriptions of Kalachuri King mention of Hampi? Is Virupaksha

temple a renovated temple by the Vijayanagar dynasty”

I glanced through the Kannada Sahitya History. More than
half a dozen articles repeat the same inferences over and over
again. Though there is a 'History', no historical or social picture
is to be seen at all. No picture of religious atmosphere is given.
With Karla, Bhoja, Kanheri, early Ajantine caves or Vakataka
caves give us massive evidence of Buddhistic activities including
'Vajrayana' Buddhism — there is no verbal account of people,
belief and times.

Every discussion is about — Textual dates and a lot of names.
Quoted texts from Pali, Sanskrit, Kannada etc., are never used
giving a picture of the people or country !

Mythology and literature based on it seem to be the only
things we have had. Economy and trade, aesthetics of drama,
painting and sculpture, architecture are given to the go-bye even
when we have massive evidence.

What a sad picture ! When history is proposed to be dealt
with — even the little archeological evidence about the society
are not mentioned. But dates start from 35,000 B.C.!

b
ReaRD ZedeToRiT® BHOOT

11}, Bangalore, 12-1-1946

My dear Q.2¢. : Please do pardon me for the delay in
writing this letter in reply to the one you had left me before
journeying to Mysore. I have put myself in touch with the Bank
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Mkmhmamtp-wa-mamdmwm | have

also made a pavment. This 1s only for yvour mformation and
not for PSR's

You must have received an invitation from the Dakshina
Bharath Hindi Prachar Sabha to be so good as to attend the
South Indian Writers' Conference to be held at Madras on the
30th mnst. Sn Masti presides Gandhiji opens the conference
Your part is to read a paper giving an account of the
development of Modern Kannada Literature. Similar paper will
be read in respect of other South Indian Languages. | beseech
you not to fail to respond on any account. If I could afford
to do so, I would have run upto Mysore to be assured of
your acceptance. I do hope the invitation has reached you.
I have received a letter from Madras to the effect that they
have not heard from you. Even if the invitation has not reached
you, please do not allow that fact to stand in the way.

You are expected to take about 20 minutes. You may prepare
the account in Kannada or in English and forward it to Madras
- or to me. They want to translate it into other South Indian
languages, and into Hindi. They want it by the 15th inst. Please
do prepare and send it, even if it takes one or two days more.

I shall be grateful if you will write to me a line in acceptance,
immediately on receipt of this letter.

Believing you are all well.

112, Bangalore, 18-5-1974

My beloved friend : I received yesterday evening your letter
of the 12th inst. when I was myself about to write to you.
It greatly distressed me, but I was much reassured by the facts

1
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that you had yourself written the letter and that you are under
Shri Mathur Krishnamurthy's care.

You may remember that when | called at your place on
the moming of the Ist inst., you showed me the telegram from
the local Air India office and the young people around you
were about to go that office to decide on the further steps
to be taken. I should have normally called on you that evening,
but postponed doing so till the next morning. When [ went to
your place on the morning of the 2nd, I was told that you
had already left for the airport to go to Bombay. So I missed
the opportunity of meeting you before you left and, instead of
seeing you off at the air-port as I had intended to do. Later
on I learnt that you had cabled to them soon after your arrival
in London where, I was told, you were met by Shri Krishnamurthy
and a number of other friends. Subsequently I was told that
they had received a letter from you in which you had stated
that you found London rather cold. London weather is always
uncertain and it does not surprise me that it turned out to be
cold at the time of your reaching there.

[ am sure that with the treatment you are undergoing and
the care that is being taken of you, you will soon recover your
normal health and will be able to see something of the country
and the people.

Please do keep me in touch with how you are. All are well
at your place. So are we in our house.

P.S. : I found no great difficulty in deciphering your letter.
[
¥. 0. Dogiwee’on® aldor

113. Bangalore, 28-8-1944

My dear Sir : I reproduce below the relevant portions of
the passages from Ajax that you wanted. One can easily see
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that Prof. B.M.S. has not followed the original verbatim. The
epitomisings, expansions, and other innovations that he has
effected are not only superb but extremely happy and in keeping
with the Indian story adopted. The portion of the Chorus Ode
under reference bears almost no resemblance to the original
piece.

I.  (Aswatthaman : 1l : 81-86) : Ajax :

Athena : Well spoke! but, tell me now, did you bathe (dip)
your spear well in the Argive host?

Ajax : That boast is mine; I deny it not.

Ath. : Did you raise the spear in your hand against the
Atridae? To@0030 [blood-stain your hand]

Ajax : So, that never more shall they dishonour Ajax.
Ath. : The men are dead; I take you mean it so.
Ajax : Dead. Let them rob me now of my armour.

Ath. : Well, what about the son of Lartius? How has he
fared with you? Escaped you?

II. (Aswatthaman : 1l : 156-165) : Ajax :

Ch. : Oh! Child of Telamon! Never could you go to the
left of your mind (i.e. be in frenzy) so far, falling upon the
herd. Divine (god-sent) malady must have descended. May
Zeus and Phoebus keep us away from the Argive ill — report!

The word Argive is used to denote the Greeks in general.
I have tried to be as near the original in the construction of
my English sentences as possible and I hope that the meaning,
thereby, has not been obscured.

If you happen to meet S.V.S., please tell him to make it
convenient to stay here for a day or two more and spend some
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free time with us. | hope Karanth is now free from fever and
able to move about.

PS. : The Greek Edition of the Plays | have with me is a very old one
(1850) and | do not know if recent researches have resulted in any material
change in the text proper or in a clearer construeing of some of the obscure
passages. | write this just to tell you that you should rely on Jebb, if there
be any significant difference between my rendering and his.

114, Delhi, 5-12-1964

My dear Sir : I am very sorry that there has been some
unaccountable delay in acknowledging your letter and cheque.
There was no need for any apology.

Most probably by the end of this month or the beginning
of next month the Sahitya Akademi volume of my translation
of three Greek plays - Aganiemnon, Oedipus Rex and Frogs
- will be out. I have just now passed the final instalment of
the proofs with strike order. I have taken on my hand 'Oedipus
at Colonus' (which would complete the Oedipus Trilogy of Sophocles).

It is true that Prof. TNS has been offered the Professorship
of Linguistics in this University. But I learn that he has put
almost impossible conditions which the University is neither in
a mood nor in a position to accept. So it appears that instead
of flatly saying 'no' to his demands a polite reply requesting
him to reconsider the offer has been sent.

There was one offer for me of a post of special Scientific
Officer in Grade Rs. 1000 - 100 - 1500, and they would give
me 1200. But I declined the offer chiefly for two reasons :
1) there would be no vacation holidays and I would be required
to attend office between 10 and 5; 2) in all probability the
Head Quarters will be at Rourke.
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Sri HS.Ps affairs unfortunately continue to be miserable
His wife has not yet returned and he is alone pulling on here

| may be going to Bangalore during X'mas to attend the
dictionary meeting. If by any chance you will be there utilising
the X'mas vacation | will surely call on you.

Perhaps by this time you already know that Sri Manjeri has
left the National Book Trust.

My daughters send their respects to you.

PS. : 1 am very sorry that by some slip the Il paper has gone to you
the setting of which might have given you some trouble necessitating getting
and consulting a number of books. But it is too late to do anything. Not
only this, there is further confusion regarding syllabus and any discrepancies
will have to be set right by one during the moderation of the paper.

8. 2. Bred vzIdor
115. Do0=or@, 8-2-37
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17. BILnr,  29-5-1940
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119, Arded, 1-10-1945
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120. eoRd, 6-10-1970
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QO ITN 0D, Todnedon At "N, el o
NHFTOODIPI?" ot #0983, “You felt like speaking, so you
let yourself go. What is wrong in it?” oot 3,0 8RL0.

eSS VR, WTBO. AR, BedohQthTod IWIR,
. phapte {I )

e Joreeseade (8edort) wabod

121. Dharwar, 5th December 1936

My dear Sitaramayya : Thanks for your kind and encouraging
letter of the 2nd inst. We prepared the list of the "Worthiest'
and you were one of them. So there's no question of finding
any 'worthies'. In proposing the subject of e.*:c;ﬁs-aa:u;, we had
a double purpose; the first, to take a chance of an authoritative
and well-read scholar expounding something about any aspect
of the economics of 'United Karnataka' as e.g. the sources,
the possibilities etc. If I knew enough to give you more details
I would have shunted myself. However, the second or rather
secondary puprose was to arrange a lecture in Kannada
(which is rarely done) about any engaging and interesting
economic problem before India or the world today. I would
leave it for you to help us fulfil either of the purposes. I
hope you have now got the plaineat, as plain as the London
fog idea about your subject and lecture. As a matter of fact,
personally I have not yet understood exactly what part [ am
supposed to play in connection wih the Sahityotsava and the
Centenary celebrations. I am there simply because one or two
of my sincerest friends insisted that I should be there and there

you are!
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Any how, your lecture is now fixed and | am more pleased

since it means that within a short time | shall have the pleasure
of meeting you.

Many things I would have liked to mention here, | shall
reserve for the 'face-to-face ordeal'.

With the best wishes (and in my capacity as Secretary, with
sincerest thanks for your kind (?) consent to oblige us with
the favour of — well you know the formula).

122. Poona, 13-5-1938

My dear "Vee See' : Many thanks for your experienced
advice re : Wife-Child-and Co. However, by the time your letter
arrived, it was my turn to take to bed with fever. By long
experience in that line, I could shake it off in a couple of days.
So ends the jolly (!) vacation, for, from the 16th, on which
date I am leaving for Dharwar, another string of events called
(a le Bertrand Russell) routine work commences. In my bag
are four books recommended by my economist friend - V.
Sitaramayya. The one consolation is that there could be no
proverbial dust on them.

I'was sorry to hear that Gadag also cancelled its programme.
Perhaps the Gadag set was not so eager to start with. That's
how I read it. It is true that literary and cultural activities do
not receive the same public enthusiasm and attention as do
political and other 'mob' movements. Yes, Sir, the word between
the marks I have inserted deliberately. We need not be so
touchy since now here in the world do literary and cultural
activities claim public enthusiasm. It's not at all peculiar to
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Kamataka. There is one thing | would like to mention. We,
of the Parishat, know not the art of advertising. We have no
set of wandering vacuums called agitators. We have not
mvented our own martyrs and self-sacrificers. Whether all this
could be done in keeping with decency is more than | can
say at this moment. But something of that sort of stuff has
to be done — is what you and [ have to recognise. It was
with such an intention that I mentioned in my personal talk
with Prof. B.M.S. that the Parishat has to be Constitutionally
democratised. Haven't we done enough by way of licking the
boots of Princes and the Paupered? How many lakhs (of words
of sympathy atleast) have we collected in return? How many
years have we wasted in concentrating on the handful 'above'
to the neglect of the needy but enthusiastic millions? Am I
raving?

In writing the above, I have in my mind the new literature
and the young writers that Karnataka has to show. Compare
them with those in any modern Indian vernacular — and you
shall see that ours stand out any time superior and worth any
amount of pride. And yet-? Where are we in the making of
modern India? Why are we not made known to our own people,
so that they can first be proud of us and then, through us
of our literary and cultural activities? If any Association were
to work to bring about such a state of affairs it is in my opinion,
the Parishat and the Parishat alone. I don't know how or why
it is not being done. I leave it to persons of greater experience
till it is found that neither age nor experience is by itself a
virtue in public work. If my policy is wrong, I will have to
stick to it till the right one is pointed out to me as achieving
that very end. I am hoping that a time will soon be there when
policies and not persons will sway our public life.
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Sufficient unto the day for the devil in me. | wish I could
have stayed longer at Bangalore so that we had talked and
discussed rather than waste good money on postage. [ still have
a chance of going to Bangalore since our meeting has yet to
take place. It may come off early next month by which time
I hope you will have finished reading this letter.

My namaskaras to Prof. B.M.S. and Sjts. Masti, A.N.
Krishnarao and other friends. With the best of wishes,

P.S. : By the way, | have asked Mr. Burli to send you a copy of ‘3cbes
LFF I’ or ‘I Tz’ by one ey, That e happens to be myself
(not for publication). May I have a review from you in one of the English

Journals? And your private opinion for my private guidance?

123, Dharwar, 11-5-1944

My dear Q.2¢. : Since the moment you were gracious
enough to grant a hurried 'darshan' to me on Dharwar station,
something was worrying me. I had a feeling that I missed to
mention something. Now it has come back to me. You
remember telling me that both my wife and my ugly self had
lost much in health? That remark side-tracked me entirely.
Otherwise, I wanted start with, to protest strongly against your
ageing so sudden and without consulting your good friends?
[ definitely didn't like that shadow of what I suspected to be
Age. I hope my suspicion is wrong. I don't want ever to miss
that look of limit (quest for truth or mischief?) from your eyes,
and that disarming smile of Friendship Personified. How [ wish
we had met for longer enough to talk heart-to-heart completely
ruling out the slang of public or literary life! You do require
a dose or two of advice from a good friend like me. If you
know what intolerable life others like me are having," you are

196 T ToHE ¢gers-1



sure to cheer up At times we do want to know others are
unhappy to make us happy. If's not the devil 3¢gort that says
this but the leamed professor of Sanskrit

Now that 1 have paid what | wanted to first when [ saw
you, | shall be waiting to be proved wrong.

At Bombay Inamdar told me about your 3% -2300/0T
quarrel over some issue of Shakuntala. [f you have all the
reprints and if I could have them, I shall also join battle to
make the intended brochure 'weighty' enough. [n the meanwhile
what about I, %3 which the %,3. editorial board was
unwise or unfortunate to publish? The Hubli weekly 330 DeT
has made matters worse by reprinting that article in its issue
of 1-5-44 with the remark that every Kannadiga ought to read
it. Do you offer any reprints (not rebukes) to the author? In
Dharwar I am hearing all sorts of rumours saying that
"Vengeance' is not far off from my head. Honestly, could
insanity go any further?

Since my return, I am having an attack of severe cold which
has also opened a second frontly attacking my wife and
children. Life inside, at the moment, i1s as sultry as outside.
Wishing you better.

124. Dharwar, 9-8-1948

My dear 'VC' : I wonder if you are in touch (with) the
Kannada papers in which case you would (be) knowing all
the news about my Great Self! Well, here I am back at
Dharwar, not because the Govt. packed me back but because
[ packed off the Govt. Could you believe it? I have actually
resigned! What appeared as a transfer seems to be a
conspiracy hatched by petty-minded souls (Sic) to drive me
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away from Dharwar. For no reason, | was transferred (and
both of us represented our unwillingness); for a man as senior
as myself — 1 was placed as an Assistant at B'bay while a
comparative kid came here as the Head of the Dept., there
was a vacancy into which | should have been promoted but
that post is simply held in abeyance; and, lastly, when I applied
for leave this was the reply after 6 weeks : "Under the special
circumstances of (your) case, Govt. will have to sanction. You
cannot be relieved till the leave is finally sactioned.” And thus
replied our friend Pavate! Anyway, I got disgusted. On the
17th inst., I tendered my resignation. No reply. On 29th and
30th, I was unofficially intimated that my resignation had been
accepted. But on the 31st I was requested to stay on for a
couple of days. What for - nobody knows. So I left a statement
with the Principal (Bombay) and simply returned to Dharwar.
Till now I know nothing. Under the circumstances, I have no
mind to withdraw my resignation. Either I am now promoted
at Dharwar only, or they (the authorities) come out openly with
whatever they have against me. I am prepared for the worst.
Anyway till you hear from me again, you needn't insult me
by saying "Prof." on the top of the cover.

In the circumstances in which I offered my resignation (to
which honestly I was not prepared) I could not think of any
alternative means of livelihood. Even now I have not thought
about it. Technically I have to await for the formal letter of
acceptance from the Govt. In the meanwhile, here's something
to disturb your peace of mind. Do you know who has worked
against me. The present Principal at Dharwar with some of
our Karnatak colleagues and the great Pavate. Of course, such
things can't be proved but the letters from the first and the
last now seem to support this information I got.
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Well, what more shall 1 say? | have shifted (entirely due
to the large heartedness of the Nadgirs) to one of their
bungalows at Sadhanakere

I do expect to hear some words of consolation or condolence
from such a sober critic as you.

125. Dharwar, 28-3-1949

My dear Q.8¢. : It's a long time since | wrote to you, and
it is shamefully long not to have accepted your kind invitation
to pass your way. Perhaps you had your revenge., both
retrospecive and prospective, when you desisted, on two
occasions recently, from likely visits to Dharwar.

Things have been going on with me as in Act III of
Shakespearean tragedies. For one thing, the Govt. never kept
up its word and I have written to them that either they do
that immediately or accept my resignation. Hovvever, it is not
that which worries me. Last month I took my family to Poona.
You know my wife was unwell. I had her examined. One of
her lungs has been affected and now she's in her brother's
nursing home undergoing treatment which, luckily for me, is
very efficient. But when things are going wrong with me like
that, how could I feel relieved just because the treatment is
efficient. Almost my entire life I have been a lonely man, with
no family and no friends. For 18 years, I found both a friend
and a family in this girl from a neighbouring Province who
knew neither me nor my language. 35¢ BIWOIT  ForSzP
has said Kalidasa and my little wife explained to me, a
Professor of Sanskrit, the profound truth of that remark by
her very and whole personality. And today I have to face a
situation where I have to fight, as all epic heroes fought, to
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save that wife for myself from the clutches of fate. I don't
know but 1 hope and hope strongly to succeed. I have not
been so wicked intellectually or socially or morally to deserve
any punishment which would mean an end for me!

Here 1 am for two reasons : one, that my wife should have
rest in the nursing home where every arrangement has been
made; two, for the school of the children (which would mean
they would be away from their mother as well). But [ am
miserable; I am counting days and waiting up for the postman
everyday. On the 26th April I am leaving for Poona with my
children. After that, I intend to take my wife to Talegaon (near
Poona) for two months, as recommended by the Doctor.

I don't know what made me suddenly write these things
to ‘you. [ don't know if you are still at Chikmagalur. Please
acknowledge and let me know where you would be for the
vacation.

Have you received a copy of my #@3%83053=? would you
review it for any paper? You will have to overlook a dozen
serious misprints.

What news of the Puttur Prolific?

126. Savitha Prakashan
32-38, Hamam Street, Fort, Bombay

Dharwar, 24-6-1950

My dear Q.2¢. : You are not a man to miss noticing the
letter-head, so I come straight to business. The above is going
to be a limited concern under whose auspices a monthly and
a weekly are to be published at Dharwar. 'We' are setting up
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our own press by January ‘51 at the outside and the weekly
would come out only then. From August we publish the monthly
to be called amvied, And so you know what my request to
you is going to be. A very inspired and inspiring poem from
you for the first issue is absolutely necessary. | hope a
fortnight's time would suffice for Dame Muse to awaken. If
we have the poem by the 10th July it would be very convenient,

at any rate, we would be much obliged to have it by the |5th
July.

Now is another proposal. Have you ever — | am sure you
must have — thought about writing ¢ssays in Kannada on literary
criticism? Could you do that to oblige us? We shall publish
the essays monthly and 'God willing', if the concern progresses
in the first year we shall make suitable amends for the work
you would be doing to oblige us. Personally, | believe such
a work is necessary and you are the right man to do it. If
you don't fancy literary criticism, you are free to choose your
own subject. But we would feel honoured if you could write
for us a series of studied articles.

Karanth was here for a week. You must have listened to
his Buddhodaya from AIR, Dharwar. Perhaps you have seen
him on his way back before the letter reaches you.

[ am told you are back at Bangalore. Inamdar left almost
crying. It is a great inconvenience to him, his family and
especially to his children. I have promised him to appeal to
you with folded hands to write to the 'Proper authorities' of
the Secretariat and help him come back in the second term.
We miss him badly in our present venture too.

Please write to me. I hope you will not disappoint me over
my above requests. With the best of wishes.
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127. Dharwar, 1-7-1953

My dear D.x¢. @ Thanks for your P.C. It's a pleasure to
read from you even if it is just a command to carry out. |
have done so. I have told Rao that Haridasa would see him
on the 5th and since I also know Haridasa I have said well
and good of him. Have you heard of Syngman Rhee? Did you
know he is staying at Yadgiri? That's the sum and substance
of the Yadgiri affair. Sometimes it is a pleasure to feel like
Krishna that I am here in this world, with no desire of mine
and yet engaged in work lest the world go amiss but for my
lesson. I am sure to be happy and great after my death —
though, knowing it, I insist on living as long as possible. If there
is God he must be only in some man's heart and I must find
him; otherwise, with treachery and falsehood all around how
is it that I still have faith in a good world? It is a long time
since we met and so to prevent myself from boring you I
accepted the limitations of a P.C. Karant was here last week.
We are all well. Wishing the same.

128. Dharwar, 2-12-1953

My dear @.2¢. : It was a pleasure to read in yesterday's
paper the official communique about your election as the
President of the Sahitya Sammelan at Kumta. I think, like
measles, you had to suffer it once and the sooner it is over
the better. Friend Inamdar asks me to pack his congratulations
also in this letter.

It's a long time since I wrote to you and much dust has
blown over the Indian Skies since. Last September and
October I was at Delhi. Only yesterday H.S.Patil writes to
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me that my mission this time is very likely to succeed and,
as a matter of fact, says Patil (and may his tribe increase
for that), any day, 1 should expect to hear officially that I am
appointed as somebody in the Publications Division of the
Ministry of Information. If his forecast turns out true I may
not be here to witness the triumphal march of the President-
elect to Kumta. Even if for some reasons | am here by that
time, I would not be going to Kumta. So, selfishly, I am hoping
that the President-elect would honour the humble portals of
an indigent author by his shadow. The least I expect is to get
a free copy of the Presidential speech (I hope it is not to be
published in parts!).

All flippancy apart, my dear friend, I am very glad you are
elected. | am fed up with the meaningless homilies of many
of your predecessors. Our writers have been long needing to
be goaded (and guided) by an enlightened criticism and you
are the one to do it and do it in the right way. The promise
we showed a few years ago now seems further from being
fulfilled; the better ones write for money and the younger ones
write without study and experience. Ignorance of Sanskrit and
Classics, Journalese of the worst type and the radio are
murdering our language as never before. So here's a friendly
warning; I and some of your friends feel justified in expecting
too much from you.

Did you receive the copy of my musings on &8 otherwise
called ®=0? It is an experiment and I want your advice and
impression before I proceed. When you go to Kumta you will
find another experiment in a one-act called ‘r:.oasqaw;r' (to be
published in the special issue of ToS@oR ) treating the
‘smgm-' story of Viswamitra and Chandala in my own way.
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I beg to draw the attention of the President to that humble
effort,

Could you spare time to write to me? My wife and children
are all doing well. Here's all the best wishes from.

129, New Delhi-1, 4-4-1955

My dear Q.x¢. : Many, many thanks for your prompt reply.
I have already provided myself with the January issue of the
Atlantic magazine though I have not gone through its pages
as yet. I am feeling too much disturbed since the Song and
Drama division has brought in another officer with whom I
do not find it either intellectually honourable or culturally decent
to think and work. 1 have already started to look about for
'Pastures new' (no fireworks this time). More of that later.

In November this year the Sangeet Natak Academi is to
organize a drama seminar. The object is to give and exchange
authorities information regarding the stage in different linguistic
regions. Naturally, I have been co-opted. I have agreed feeling
sure of help and guidance from Savants like yourself. I would
like to start worrying you with one question. Could you help
me in finding out experienced persons concerned with acting,
production and stage generally who could be asked to write
and read papers on allied subjects? The list must preferably
include ladies. Could you suggest names from Mysore side?

In addition to that, scholars acquainted with stage and its
history would also be invited to read papers. You may write
names of such scholars (other than those of Karant and
yourself). By the time the sub-committee prepares the details
I want to be ready with a list of names from Karnatak.
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Karant wrote to me he was going to Mysore. Perhaps he
came to Bangalore as well. By the way, I'm experiencing labour
pains : this time a drama seems to be in the making (no, not
the propaganda stuff). Does it mean [ can still write or is it
going to be a mis—carriage? | believe that poets, as a rule,
die young while dramatists live long. What sayst thou?

Please write to me first about yourself and then about my
request above. One of my daughters is already here; the other
is coming next week and I have no house to live in except
— the one at Dharwar! That is life.

With Best wishes to self, Inamdar, Murthi Rao and
Chowdappa.

130. Bangalore-3, 24-8-1966

My dear Q.2¢. : Thanks for your letter of the 18th and
particularly for the last paragraph. Since you have kept me
in dark about the Academi's interest in finding out about good
plays, I am just hoping that you would bring me some good
luck. It's rather stupid of me to speak of luck after about ¥/,
of the life-time is over; actually, this is the stage when the
distinction between good and bad should cease as practically
nothing would be at stake. Sorry for the irrelevant prattle.

I do not know what howler I committed about the date line
I mentioned. Anyway now I am in a position to inform you
that I have decided to leave on the 29th September with my
wife for Bombay. Since later there is a Theatre Seminar at
Delhi. I am not sure when I would be leaving Bombay or when
I would leave Delhi for Bangalore. There is nothing particular
intellectual or otherwise to keep me at Bangalore. I expect
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to have some good time in company of my grandson who is
likely to get a brother or sister by the middle of October.

So both my wife and myself are in no hurry to return to
Bangalore.

The other day V.M. Inamdar and P.V.Joshi were here. I
got some information from them in case I got a chance of
going to Honavar. Joshi told me that from Haveri it is 3 hours'
journey for a car or taxi and one can easily go one morning
and return next morning to Haveri to catch the mail to Poona.
That, however, was only for my guidance. So in case your
college work allows it you can have me (i.e. us) on the 30th
September and send us back on the 1st October. That is entirely
left to your convenience. As a very lawful citizen I arrange
for my travels 20 days in advance, so if I know by the 6th
or 7th September at the latest it would do. Then I could do
all the needful for break and further reservation etc. etc.

How are you getting on? The Honavar Public and the college
students should consider themselves lucky to have you there.
But who cares these days for scholarship of the intellectual
or for integrity of character?

By the way, last month Popular Prakashan published an
Introduction to Bharata Natya Shastra by the famous
dramatic scholar and genius, viz, Adya Rangacharya. Have you
seen it? I have still to see it since six author's copies were
carried away by friends. Next month revised edition of Drama
in Sanskrit with 3-4 additional chapters is expected to be out.
With Best wishes.
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1] ;S.;-.i.limd.‘,. 12-1-1934

Dear Mr. V. Seetharamaih : | am writing this letter to you
with reference to "Sen” and my connection with the
Rammohan Co. You know all the details of the affair from
our talk at Hubli. I expected by this time Rammohan Co. must
have done something for releasing books from the press. But
today 1 get a letter from the B' Press stating that nothing has
been done, and on the other hand they inform me that the
bills will include ware-housing, interest and other charges if the
bill is not settled at once and the books are not cleared of
the stock. I can't understand what [ am to do in this matter.
[ am really troubled for this. You know my mind well, I don't
want to be entangled in any such nasty affair and I do not
wish that any one should write to me for settlement of the
bill for publication of my book.

Today I wrote a letter to Rammohan Co. requesting them
to write a letter to the B' Press clearly stating to deliver the
books to me on payment of the printing bill by me on their
behalf (your suggestion). I shall keep the books with me. If
they pay the amount paid by me to the press and the amount
due to me within a month I shall hand over the copies to them.
Otherwise I shall deal with the books as I like. They will have
no right over them.

You are a well-wisher of mine and of theirs also. Can you
do this much work that the Rammohan Co. agree with my
proposal and settle the matter quietly. I do not want that RMCo.
should lose for me. So I am ready to advance the money for
a month but I do not want to complicate the matter by handing
over the books to them until they pay me the money. What
do you think of this proposal? In my opinion, this is the best
I can do.
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With much pain in heart I am writing to vou about the
agreement. | hear that sometimes RMCo. threaten me for the
agreement. And their letter addressed to me at Shimoga indicate
that mentality. 1 do not want that I should go to the Court
for these affairs. On the other hand I do not like that my books
will not be published and the printed books will rot in the press
for the fault of RMCo. So I must take proper steps for releasing
the books. 1 know well that the terms of agreement are a
little bit obstructing in taking steps. 1 didn't expect all these
things when 1 was induced to enter into the agreement. All
along you were speaking to me that if any trouble would come
you would destroy the agreement paper. And it was due to
your foresight that it was not registered. I thank you for your
kind warning. Now can you kindly send me the agreement so
that I can be free from the legal difficulties? RMCo. is speaking
in such terms to some people that they will not hesitate to
drag me to the legal mire. Do you like that? [ am sure you
do not. The only way to freedom lies with you. Please reply
and save me from these rubbish anxieties.

NVER ;. W, De@AYEy LOGEE. oot Hu IZEY ¢ dwedzen
CAlo[eVVS VISV E TSN
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DTINTR), BOX MODTNG. T BT, Cu¥rd HDFTIoIUR
O SIF, 0AS SRIBe Bs 3TN deechdd I3
W wIDER Kedod [ Bl I

8 oW T8 3& 20D, wIY BTN, IWEeT 2T
OB DY B, zﬁaaqiu! SSNo3dnw ®o3T X0WE ITW
:saqséde SHNEIelUIS] a)abe %Qfog zseq)a'b X038 @c:'%smm@csdg
ROBEBRY, ROTTID ToINg IWTeo  NEo3  BRTEHTTe
SeDTT  SeDANOR DA YYOINI[OTD BRIV TORDER,
OTRTF TRBWER, B NOTOTFITOHF!

DeSpde  Febdord TGEIeS. IF, WRE LOT  Ped
DWTTR 38 RRBINYR, ZRBDJOTT  TRT  TWD.

135. dadmad), 5-6-1968

e[ D, ACTTORONIWONR, IART! I, 17-5-680
ORTOTI0N JZ BN PBTOFOTWND. 0% BRTIVOTLR
- I, TP IS Ron® ‘BRYL’ TJFLERTOOIOTLR - T,
T&HIF OPIAIY TAFSTR SRTTR SrZde woRQ D! 8mn
ox) @ONASY OB 20TWT@  JWPRCH  WRBNAL  IF,
onBEOR. I, ©PIOTIMN TP  ©I0I  FIHTONG LS.

SSne  XeedoRTONR  XONTTON  TTIYT  LTNTW
D2TONOR ddaiez% QOWO03TW. I, ToBWRORE TIFI I,
SONT  OTTo, T  BonPROIYmen, I, IR B¢
USTZ08C  BReAODTT  BNDA T8 8 NRowdodon wTTe,
1 noo»ITrve 3¢ ToBRONR TIFIT wIeE  HORNSR,

SQOT  WOA 3e9q 0! 194509 IXT ¢ PuS 19680Q oD,
IHITARFDON  3RDIT?
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A, TOT IR 857, ‘Fepneds’ oow [T 1Y
ARrRTLIND. T U R Je HAD BB 8RATC I
oeTecl Eeekl” oo mBopmRdd. ‘Febnds's Tgs
39, WIOH MITWBT HOTT worBood WO ©F, IINR
WOTOOT ot ©F; Teod BecdodTonwe. $ous 2+2=4

WORT! Sesd TR AT wmon 9I0 wodh ©Ff T

¥
eg W@ xToTWOoZNT BOWTT, Cybréé!

DTONY, FIJE won $e0 IIWRN DRT  ANRONR
XeTITIRN

IIRTT TIITTT AYWITOR  ToF  IW), W
BOITO/NGR, WIponww TgInvomww 390N [T
IR, IR w38 SoBIN.

TP TNFITCR  FeDI0T TS, WBVY  de OB
g BoWom  Fephon eds. SDApIe

X, - RROTD

|

2. 8. I0V0FTLI0® WIOOT
136. Bangalore, 27-4-45

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah : Today is 27th. I am in despair over
an article for the jubilee number. T.N.S., suggested that I may
give a sketch called ¢ which I am printing in my collection
SEII® DI 93T WInh. | contacted Mr.Chidambaram. He
says as the books will come out earlier than your number you
may not like the idea. However I leave it to your decision
to take it or leave it.

As an alternative, | enclose a poem I wrote on Bendre which
fortunately I have lost sight of when printing '2288 o33ne’.
Would this suit?

&
f
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| feel really honoured by your asking me to contribute but
at present my poetical energy is below its par and I can produce
nothing worthy of being printed in PK*

Trust that MrK.C..** has sent you a copy of Racsew
dnedE-—perhaps the title could have been simpler— which
please accept with my compliments.

Apologies for writing in English.

* By BoFuE

** ZREO BToOWTO, aaméoodc. aSaei:iraCO (TFZIW)

'137. Bonyeo, 12-3-1958

3eVPT®  AeTVTIRONIWTY, ITAOTOWORF S QDETINR.
P TODOWEY, IYAT FNT IWLD. JBORRET TR XA
TR, TS, ST’ HOWITD ‘FBMOT’ 20w TIFOD ToXFF
FoWIONY AT 1956 HIJOCNY  TFeIWOZ JIT. VWD
1957 B I, WRPOD FPREBOY JIBWNS. & IS B LT’
DOLNTD 1957 DeTRRY Towd Tpwerd - [EVY TFLI[ONT.
MoOR RS’ WWNY. STT 195609 ©T0IToPF0N TJIRVT
TFOOBIONG. TROHEIF'S), SOATT IIN FOBRET. 2QTIR,
R, NoTweer @ziwﬁ REF ¢S, AR I IO WeedHT
195689 Hgeimd HSBedO 20w IRBI HIFE IO ITNTTAD
(1955 ©x=o 19567 [TT XD ITAW B FOST eodecd
303'0DY OOP. STHTOOT VRV B0 LTI YHRedRe.) VP
BOFPICHtYS wOBCRTNY SOIWBT - BB IYIINR,
é&bezéﬁ zs%cgeai 30%) D3R 30X BRCTITR TP VTR RIDJHOY.

3, &)mﬁ% ﬁas%mn%eﬁ. TS wdcdaaq)cs% 3B SPRDTW,
TDODDE), FOA.

2. @ BT, IIoRIoDY T LOT '§ oW’ dow TS vy bdatvclslalal
TR, FI0TT FETIER. DD, PREAT DRVF 9.
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138. Mysore, 14-2-1967

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : The vision of Honnavar has not left
my eyes yet. It is really a lovely spot — perhaps lovely is too
tame a word. How can one forget the many shades of the
sea's blue against the white foaming waves? I won't have
missed that magnificent 33, of Sharavathi being lost in the
sea by two minutes — and that would have been my eternal
regret. How can 1 forget your warm hospitality and wonderful
exposition of I3Fos3,. Honnavar was an experience. I saw hills,
dales, forests, rivers, and the sea and arid land too all within
the span of a hundred miles. I thank you for this all. Trust
you enjoyed the flavor of the tea which I left with you, of
which [ regret I could not bring in a sizeable quantity.

Kindly give my blessings to your daughter who looked after

me so very well indeed. My respects to your Srimathi.

00. 83000 (U8) vx3do

139. Bangalore, 6-10-1978

I, tsoaqﬁé O30T airams Q. maaoaaba‘nsaﬂasdg ROTRON.

QOTD  BPOZOT VTWWOD IR, B IIF TIANGI,
VFFLER ORF ITODFP AW, B8 IIF TFRODID, TohFIPR
REBOATHC TEIOHY "I TRTE VY. DF? Q0T DeIOATN
TR B HoWoNe JToFOATZHTON 39T o). o3dne
DR T, HITF, JPCOWATYT Q0T N0&ABROR. IR,
WA o DT wORBRRAET Bert? - 208, o
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ICZOR LBRIOVOT Ve AT, WRBSeReD’ 0T L.I]OD
BTN,

VOTT ToR BTER BA0IZTN WFITNG D, TIFLODD,
A(BOATISNC [IodhQ IR, IROPTe BRetd wo3B WIBN
OFENDZHD BQ. Y LIOFY wPIMIE TBe TR
BomBeS. X, ©demorson douF Fox SwrEbed, $wIT
RUIRY  IIRT  WPINYD, TEdFRBeRH Tore  DIWMPIW,
&Y, TFONYY TRUI0IBed S0 ©F BRZIORY, U
THODY AW, TROD, TRDN  DTR)  ©3DTFC0R.

IF, e [, TFROPD, ALBORIEI Q0T Wy
I, BdIFOA.

140. Bangalore-3, 11-4-1979

Poojya Dr. Sita Ramiah, I received your letter of 31st March,
re : Sri K.S. Nagarajan. Please ask Dr. Nagarajan to send
me a copy of his Biodata and his address. Whatever [ can,
and that is really precious little, I certainly will.

I have burst a blood-vessel in one eye, on account of my
Hyper-tension. I am grateful to God because the blood-vessel
in the Retina burst, and not a blood-vessel in the brain or heart.
I am now truly a 3059390, seeing one side of things only and
cannot look in depth. I am not very sorry, for I can think out
by myself instead of reading what Great Sages have preached.

Because of my handicaps, [ have not been able to see you

in person. I am sure you will understand my plight.

With respectful namaskaras.
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&ﬁoée!!dﬂoig 00
141, Bangalore, 11-11-1949

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : I have enclosed herein a copy of the
"List of Equivalents tentatively accepted" at the "Language
Conference" held at New Delhi on the 29th October 1949 and
the subsequent days. The Conference was convened for the
purpose of fixing a standard terminology of constitutional and
legal terms to be used uniformly, as far as possible, in all the
major Indian languages in translating the Constitution of India.
The Hon'ble Sri R. R. Diwakar and myself had the honour
of representing Kannada at the Conference.

Many of the equivalents given in the list were accepted after
much discussion. It was found in a number of cases that a
Sanskrit word which was current in one linguistic region was
unknown to or used in a different sense in other regions. In
such cases a compromise had to be evolved. The members
of the Conference themselves feel that some of the equivalents
tentatively accepted are not quite happy. They have been
desired by the Chairman of the Conference to consult scholars
in their respective linguistic regions and secure their suggestions
for improving the list.

May I request you kindly to go through the list, note in it
your valuable suggestions and observations and return the same
to me by Thursday the 17th instant? I know that the time
available to you for attending to this taxing work is very short.
But since the Conference is to meet again in less than two
weeks for finalising the list, I hope you will kindly excuse me
for giving you this trouble at such short notice.

P.S. : I have also enclosed herein a copy of the Glossory prepared by

mec.
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142. Dharwad, 22-2-1952

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : It was very kind of vou to have sent
me a copy of your review-article 'Sanskrit and Prakrt Poetry’.
I saw it a few weeks ago in the latest number of the J.O.R..
Madras but could not go through it. I was even thinking of
writing to you for a copy of it...! In the meanwhile, [ paid
a personal visit to Bangalore last week but was unable to see
you. On my return I was pleasantly surprised to see that a
reprint of the article was awaiting me here!

You have done a good service by exposing the hollowness
and superficiality of the "trika" system and stressing the
fundamental importance of Yati for understanding the structure
of Classical Sanskrit metres. I do wish, as you have observed,
that our teacher Prof. B.M.S. had worked out his penetrating
ideas on Skt. Prosody in a fuller form. I cannot also help wishing
that he had written in English too on the subject.

I believe that the music of the Skt. aksara Vrttas has too
will, in the ultimate analysis, be found to depend to a large
extent on "matraganas", though the rhythm here is subtler and
more complicated. In fact, the "fossils" (or rather, the "Yati-
units", if we may call them so) and the matraganas (ranging
from 2 to 8 matras in harmonian combinations), taking also
into account plutas and pauses, should enable us to explain
satisfactorily almost all the significant aksara vrttas. It is a pity
that Prof. Patwardhan in his Chandoracana contented himself
with measuring all the Skt. Vrttas with the matragana foot-
rule only, without giving the Yati-idea its proper value. By the
bye I don't (see?) any reference to his work in the Jayadaman

or in your article.
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Lastly. 1 don't think that Velankar has caught the secret of
our Amsa ganas!.. Let me close here.

I shall see you when I go to Bangalore for the summer
vacation.

&. Je. eroamds w3000

143. Kolhapur, 21-11-49

My dear Friend : Your kind P.C. to hand. I am glad, you
enjoyed your trip to Bombay and have resumed your routine
after returning to the station. I am noting below the important

papers of Prof. Velankar references to which I have got with
me.

1. Vrittajati Samucchaya of Virahangka, Chaps
I-VI, Bombay Branch.

Royal Asiatic Society, Vols. V & VIII Pp. 35-96 & 1-28,
1932.

2. Apabhramsa Metres, Journal of the Univ. of Bombay,
Vol. II, Part 3, Vol V, Part 3.

3. Svayambhucchandas of Svayambhu, Journal of Bombay
Branch, R.A.S. N.S. Vol II, 1935.

4. Kavidarpana, Annals of the BORI, Poona, Vol. XVI,
Parts 1-11 for 1935.

5. Apabhramsa & Marathi Metres, New Indian Antiquary,
I, 4, July 1938.

6. Chandonusasana of Jayakirti, Bombay Branch, R.A.S.
Vol. 21, for 1945.

7. Chandonusasana of Hemachandra, Ibid, Vols. 19, 20,
1943-44.
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8.  Prakrit & Apabhramsa Metres, Ihid, Vol 22.

Some of these papers are pretty long and exhaustive. The
offprints of most of them would not be available. When you
gO to Mysore in the vacation, you may have an occasion to
handle the volumes of these journals.

As to the volume, Jayadaman, | have no editorial connection
with it. The copies of it can be had from Poona Oriental Book
House, 330-A, Sadashiv Path, Poona 2.

If you need any more references, I shall try to supply them
to you. Hope this finds your goodself in the best of spirits.

144. Mysore, 5-5-1975

Dear Prof. Sitaramiah : [ was aware of your book Mahakavi
Pampa, New Delhi, 1967, since 1970. But it is only last week
that I read a major portion of it, both in English and Kannada.
I really envy your depth of understanding of Pampa and your
style of exposition in English. I was told, only the other day,
that you are not keeping well. It shall be my duty to call on
you and pay my respects to you when I go to Bangalore next.

[ have one request to make to you. You will not disappoint
me in the very interest of Kannada Studies which are poorly
known outside Karnataka. It is you alone who can worthily
translate into English that episode between Bharata and
Bahubali which has become a masterpiece in the hands of
Pampa. Pampa has out-done his predecessors, and as far as
I know (I am open to be corrected) none has equalled him
subsequently. You alone can do justice to Pampa. I shall see
that it is printed suitably on a worthy occasion.

ﬁga’oﬁm gors—1 219



145 Mysore, 23-5-1975

Dear Prof Sitaramiah : | was out for a week or so. That
explains a little delay in writing to you in reply to your kind
letter of the 17th instant. 1 feel relieved that you have so
favourably responded to my request to render into English the
Bharata-Bahubali episode from Adi-Pampa.

If you find any student interested in Pampa, the translation
might be dictated to him, as and when you find time for it.
You may attend to it at your earliest. I shall myself type it
for the press with suitable diacritical marks etc. If you can
give me an idea how many days dictation would cover, I might
even see if | can stay on there for some days and take it
down and have it finished at an early date. But this would
certainly mean strain for you especially as I am told you do
not keep good health nowadays. Anyway I leave it to your
convenience. It is better that we do this work soon:earlier the
better.

Hope this finds your good self in the best of health and
spirits.

go. de. Bwriy vzdod

146. Sangli, 7-2-1936

My dear V. See. : You will excuse me for this delay in
replying to you. Practically every day since your departure
sweet memories of our stay together rise before me and cheer
me up. Your letter has helped this 'vibration of memory'. [ have
faith in love and service and I have found in you an elderly,
yet similarly inclined soul. I am glad that the unusual crop of
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hohdavs occurred during vour sojourmn on this side, though, of
course, vou are cursing them for the sake of vour students
Your special classes, 1 fear, will be now evervday feature of

vour work then!

I have recd. the resolutions of the Sahitya Parishat and noted
that about Mr. R.V.I's resignation. It is quite in the fitness of
things that he should be asked to reconsider his decision. As
to my own desire to write to him, I must confess that [ have
not been able to decide what [ should do. Of course, I
expressed my assent to you in our personal talks. But news
has come from Poona that neither Gokak nor Bendre is writing
to him in view of the present relations. That set me thinking
whether it would be good for me alone to write. As [ told
you in person, letters from us will not produce any effect as
R.V.J has not come to understand us as friends. A time will
come when we shall understand each other better. But now
it seems best to keep mum. If, therefore, I do not write to
him, may I hope you will not take it amiss?

I have conveyed your love and regards to Pr. Karve
and others. I learn you have sent your book on economics
to Pr. Karve with a letter. He will send you a letter of
thanks.

[ accept your words of advice to me as those of an elder
brother. In my efforts at realizing the best in me and making
myself most useful to my language and country, it is true that
I have developed some bad mental habits like too much thinking
and self-analysis. | must learn to take things easy. I must call
back the joy that has now fled from me. God bless me and
my friends too!
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The Secretary of our Sangha is sending today the
complimentary copy of the Gathering Photograph. Kindly
excuse its small size and accept it.

More whenever you or | feel like meeting, or writing.

147. Sangli, 18-3-36

My dear V.See. : Yours to hand. I thank you for the
information about the medical course. I have almost decided
to go over to Bangalore during the festival of May. We shall
inquire more about the said course at the time. | am leaving
this for Bijapur side on Firday, the 20th inst. After a fortnight's
rambles I think of staying in Dharwar and do some reading

and writing. In the meanwhile, my address will be: R.S. Mugali,
P.O. Muddebihal,Bijapur.

Gokak is sailing for England in coming August. The D.E.
Society has recently passed a resolution to that effect. Most
probably he is going in for Cantab. It may turn out to be Oxford
as well. Bendre is still in Poona. We are all likely to meet
at Halasangi near Bijapur where our friends are celebrating
Ramakrishna Centenary on 27th and 28th inst. Your thanks for
the photo duly accepted. But the Secretary has gone home.
He will receive your apologies and thanks in June!

Our Sangha is not yet an ©on Xo%. But as I told you, it
shall definitely be affiliated next year. The conference of

Sanghas is a good idea. I shall be present there. I shall request
friends all of them to accompany me.

I have prepared a fair press copy of my DB edcns,
[ can spend about Rs. 150 to get it printed. We shall see what
kind of get-up could be had for as much when [ am in
Bangalore. I cannot, however, rise to the level of your high
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taste in this matter. 1 feel glad to let you know that [ am
admitted as a life member by the Society so that I am now
pinned to this place for over 20 years, all things remaining equal,
of course.

148, Hoon®, 16-3-37

OISPT Q.10.0DTOR JIoTBAW. AW, TP Iwd VBRRe
OSRTER). 30 wichkedord odnedyohne wBohTANRIY.
&N sdeRdnt Re-0d wgoFTooRn - IREFrTgodel I,
edraer%wma TORTOTTON TP rﬂ@m%dod. 831 NS00 T
VR TOTOHY BT MHYRARYR, oon VeSwy RTFBoN STHADD.
SINed & W), WIOYFpel A, NPTVRY JoR) HOVTOTT
DY, SO0T. TR B [WFF-QQTT A0RR onwe Qode
QZeS. [T e ao’oap’sﬁ Soneedn maoéraéqa% TS, &N
PTTE 20T, BeEBR. VBT, HBREPHFBRE I, W3
2N, AWOPINTT SOD-FOD VOOIRWOZ FeLT LS. IFFesw
QY. BNTT PToONBE SNTBER. & FONFTY BIeIT ©S303TN
DR THETT. T PRONT BREETTY W), F AQ
woTHeS IF, Jeed R,FBF0DTT>  another ruins of Hampi
Q0T BeF ISP Teriode SN .

S0 BN BeBORBRNSE. Tt BOTOD BRR N BHEI?
S0 IRET II. Ve JW, NIV’ CIB(0H?) TII]),
BOTODY WPWW BUT VTTFBRH? BRI, ©Y women Feshsi.
R. Reesesd IPAD wOHZIH. FedTNmI. wERI I
mond. Newdigate Prizeson Q0N&SQ Ged 33300, 23
99 ZRBFIDTDH. 3T, VIFING OIWOCIROTRY, I wmn
BORETOT. FodF, VONZSE w3l BROBESe ARTR? D
009 O FTOHRFRYRR CIRE 8 A¥on? B9 BT TIWE
o3 SRRRECR. TN FHNFOD I, xo&meqﬁﬁd:aa%d Se DS
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WOTRY, BT, €3 IOMBR0AWS. vo, dei sondeIomd JeSH
ERTANCN Devidend. LDBFon DHRIRVR, BeedInE. o9
LOADHOR TomBnw.

149. mond, 22-4-1942

& Q. ADTIIRORITOR : DTVE ToTF 030N DB VTIT
RN AT, NOD 2.0 WRTVFIT ROTHIR, TFLnSeFow
L3 T00Q MAZTRT 1owd WTBRIT WD ReDTAN B
TORFIW, SBDRR)TF, w0 [HoFT IWI0H ITRFBHTIRAT
OTONF) IWNR IVOTWIDW. NOT BWICH TRTFIoD  =edR
SOFP SeDIND HRNS Wo0B. AR G HTOPRIIR,
UMY Y sodegHedond IecdT 2o ATODTIR, YN
ARWAT. QY Bed DRoDRYRY, Bed SeDIOR BRUWICONT 00T
SDROTD QOF =T DTODTJT, OB R, T $FTT 10
TOBNON QWETTOZ B, SeDITN, 03D 1942 =G, done
3RFCindn FUNT DWoRE F9NBeIomd VIT. DY VDEAOTRTT
WOOT To&FT NG, TOWNOH OF wormd 1942 FTowT*
2ONYQ TOTTI, TFWIHeToT FoTOTRRT. FeDTTI,
BTTT, eI, TPV oY B NOIOBRI, JTWeORERBITOD
SONT W, TOTITION WIRANYR NOTR) TRPPRIZMT0I
SOIR QTCDTR), ToY) FRVOTHTON DTEF R ST 0ToILTOD
S3TOINT. }Y IRVBITT JTJVOINYY Wedwodd T
ARUICONOT BRF 2,000 OTODTY, BodyZngedord vBedana
ToDHOEY, 363 S9RBeD. B WITY, I, wROD WITII, He
Sorted 1530 T00eDIRYR  JDEZFUOMTYT.

150. QDTOWINY,  7-4-1945

20D N.20.0DTTY NTeD TOTINR. A, NG I, 38

o~

ng ciz.%h;c‘ AN airaez:pocﬁ 55& 6@&)55534 :ome ID
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QTE FOAZ S, AoeHHT v AR IwTwBD. Iwas
3Y ReITIY, LO N, BPTOH  ITX0.
wiohdedomon wiKod PPN Beec.
TORT TR BoC AR, a‘:z&r%c Begend. wo3dn 2-3 3on¥d
DADOD TO WD, Ve R SRAG LS BodobY LDITT
TELRECB. RTOTT 2-3 Penned ‘BeRI'TY dedeer. @
wick Todeedapd I3 SPn. VTR, JFIWFT0D RRIVTT
ICT ToYBoHY wB-B3 (off-prints) FeRIdRe BeA, ST,
SPR. &mzzoaﬁa%d Molniolsn) 5086ﬁ%’§34 &5% FOTLITC? TR
SNOTT WOBT TSOD, FOLY, LOOTNA. ABRT V2RTUT.
VT, WO R TWATFN FILTWIBOTBLE DOW. WY
WU TNG AMETT RWHIIT 500 IJINYTY, TROOX
BRBWIBY NG, DB-FPYNY DBerD WOWTIT? W20
3PATT IF, AR SPRF. wForT WYW), JvIe BB,

o) T4
w
—
9530

NS gem. ), IR REBNDIOTD 9 IBRFS:
Qe Y WOTRRTT Tose WTWIW. 83 3oNFY YW DTTAR,
LTD-WT TSNS, He ondY I WOWF TOWT. B¢
NOe3OR Bewied. YTWOY VT|D WICDWIT. DEIFT TTTLNRTA
BRENTRT. ©=OR 39RO\, Yv3T T,

151, Willingdon College, 18-4-48

200 [, D.26.00TT : 260, YWIIT J03T Ty FRIY,
NS W0, faagjdra @%e LTTONN, emde ;idaﬁ OBED. 33T
20IT [AF PO, WoT STECNY ISR T ATy,
DRDITOY. HN DEO DIWH  STRENITONTRT. STTR  HOOH
A 12 INFTBTTCR A3, TIY, WIONMNY. HWROTN
Beg wBodod QROHTNS. AR, DINY O Fen@e? ),
DHS0PTT e, Ber? oY WO V0.

83, Heritage HFTT W7} &OBR TIFoDY ¥y O3
Spanco. watn ‘Fog' (Thanks) warx amor seng
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woodheicdomd un vomdnodd, IR TG Tendy. e dond
o8 uTm mes SA00 oS S NG Bondes
TJodere SpALcEoOF S, wodowy OF 93 FPoDWIBTD. Un
N WIATY ART? A, DD HRRSeD? D adedl
WOT ¥ST MCR%&Q sn 3pe0xEs, a;sotsa‘n_l geebd.

LoD 8. . CoTTWRC* BNOFT WIOR FoTI 39x0.

[ SLFod $ORYTFTCR Y030 wTeNd. e 10 IITA
TR AQ AR, BN ToUTBERE IE BREAWBIR.

T80, AWWIFOD DXF Jee® B Ox SONINTTTRER
WO IR,

152. Sangli,8-1-58

20D D.2¢.0DTBe : AR, W, YT 1-2 JITWFNPY ToDd 3T
TSI 00 FY, UPYNYY 0B, YOI TS[PRY FYAFES. %O
3033 UTARNIVTDD. AYTOES  FTLTLBD.

ZeXT FONT. TN MRIT0Z0e YQR[RE, TIOFWT
CRRITAFEONY HBe, &¢. 0. HoDTJo0T oD RAEE T
ORFHOT; ToDT VT IIN BedobeiernD. Somendy. «9
Oe@T* &NT LTeHB wRTS e BRFRT SRATH. &3 FLIoDY
QRRE VETX VR, ©oBW WD $9ToOIOT IR Do
OIFTNT. ‘DS WTR'OD FoHhY I RRZNTR, wFeD
Jowd, IR, FI IR

O, D) IHNQ QT wBeen, B, 0 Soendes.

153. Boneodd, 15-8-75

ST, B Q.xe. 0HTOR IvAT S00es TOTIVODRT AT
[
INE ODTTID, LOKSRE Bed B TNEII, wéoméqaeé.
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e, IR FO%, BITICHD), FLRBeS. VST, DIRF, J0¢RT
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BT #eIR IS, History of Kannada Lit. ZHIISII),
BoRZed. R eBORER.

E
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154. Mysore, 8-4-1932

Dear Mr. Sitaramaiah : I am in receipt of your kind letter.

Accordingly I have sent the readings of the stanzas that you
have noted. It would have saved me much time if you were
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kind enough to note the no.s of the mss.. from which | sent
you the readings on a previous occasion. But any how here
they are! Please write to me or to Mr. H.R.R. if you want
anything more,

I am leaving this place enroute to Madras via Bangalore
today at 10 p.m. We may be lucky enough to meet each other.
We shall leave this matter to be shaped by Divine Chance.
Regarding the mss. of "Kabbigara Kavam", it is not possible
to get any help from M.A.R. I hope you know more about
him, than I. Also it is no good troubling Mr. HRR. If there
are any mss. of the work in Madras, I will let you know as
early as | can.

Please tender my best regards to A.R.K. and M.R.S. Hope
that you are keeping fit.

155. Mysore, 6-3-1950

Dear Sir, You know that the B.A. Pass Examination in
Kannada took place on the 4th of this month. I feel I should
write to you this letter regretting an error that has crept in
to the question paper. I do not know how to explain it.

In the 4th question of that paper which deals with
"Parasikaru" there are three alternatives. The direction “aRneQ
20T, e;sa.%&rae%" does not precede the question. It has been
omitted by oversight.

[ was an Invigilator on that day in one of the rooms. As
soon as this omission was pointed out to me by one of the
boys I contacted the Principal and apprised him of the error.
I told him kindly to send a notice supplying the omission to
be read out in the several rooms. He declined to do it. He
tried to contact the Registrar on the phone, but unfortunately
he had left this place for Bangalore. Then the Principal asked
me whether | was a member of the Board. On my assuring
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him that 1 was one, he told me to go into every room and
announce the correction, on my own responsibility. | took it
on myself and did as directed. After this I told the Principal
to contact the Superintendents of the Examination in the First
Grade College here as well as the Philomena College and
inform them of the correction. The Principal did not do it. |
think he was right as there was no authority for him to do
so. The Ms. Paper was with the Registrar and so we could
not refer to it. I do not know what has happened in the other
colleges at Bangalore and Tumkur.

I learn that some boys have answered all the three questions
under the question no.4. If so marks must be given to them.
[ am sorry I have landed you in this predicament. Have you

by any chance omitted the direction in your Ms. of the question
paper?

I have informed you of the details of this affair. Kindly
consider what to do next. If you think it right please write
to the Registrar explaining the procedure in valuing the answers
in those cases where in all the 3 questions have been answered.

I was very careful in seeing the question papers through
the press. But some how this unfortunate thing has happened.
I tremble to think of the idea that there may be some errors
in the question papers to come hereafter.

o
.. oaeadsdo 0xz300a

156. Mysore, 12-9-1932

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah : I delivered the packets and the letter
to the university today. At first the manager would not receive
them as he said that no packets were expected. But he opened
one and found that they were the 1932 books. He said that
those books might not to have been sent to the university, but
should have remained with you.
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The manager would not hand me over the packets either,
but said he would correspond with you. So that I was obliged
to leave the packets with him. He said that an immediate
voucher was never given by the university and promised to
write to you.

PS. : T would be highly grateful to you if you could kindly make it
convenient to let me know your opinion about the booklets ‘3RO and
‘odomy®@ o3, I need hardly mention that this is not the first time I have

come for your frank opinion and that the same is not for advertisement.

157. Boneem, 25-7-1964

&OCHTT Jp, . AESITOTONIB[IY ~ TouTIO [REH
DTODTRTF T DWMTINWD. ©N  ARTREF-0R0" BOTFO
IO T3¢ [ooows  IRBAS.
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?GT, T]F) ST, DOYANToY  HTTFONT. TATTCR  JoZwe
S®), FOIBT), ATFITrEO3 SReRBRORT 3.

&

INeTT0R  BPE TEMd  Besows, DTOTD  TWD.
BORBRBICR....

BN TOIINY  [PTWDOT  Teo WS, BeTew AT,
BT, aiﬁd DWFNR, SeOAWLD, Tro 0T TR 3,
388 wos 2TFeT. Wi SES) 6@zzzjea'am3c3 aomcﬁa
'aiuaoddab plefald) a:)aﬁ:émriwaacb

TR FQRBeTT DS, IR wdRe ISR ez
3D oo o IWI? oFm VLD TRBD? ToHhTTR
2,00 Tod v3T  WBONWeTN  TFFI.

FOPRYH IR BRBBeRNDYTTY  Aacd=sR BRI 600
CRToODNTR), NoPg INDIRGRIT? - ¢a.
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158. Fergusson, Poona, 7-6-1935

Dear V.S. : I read your letter addressed to Mr. Bendre
over and over again and recollected both our emotions and
our talk in tranquility. Was it not a joy to come together at
Raichur like that? Was it not a splendid thing, that march from
the city, with Karant and you and Mugali!

'Undesirable'! Very good! How could you use that word?
I am sure we met and liked each other almost on this side
of adolatry. In fact, the ground had been prepared for a long
time, ever since Bendre and Mugali met you. It only remained
for me to say, 'Is this V.C.”

I have already completed a novel wzgezd. It will be
published in the S3nem3 =wwe. I am contemplating a Ring
and the Book - type of play 320 a lyrico-dramatic-narrative
poems. I have just begun it. But the college will open now
and I will have to close my notebook for five months more.

Mugali told me all about the letter he wrote to you. I
suppose we will have a good time of it when you will come

to Bombay!

I am afraid Bendre will have to struggle hard. There are
some chances of his getting a one-year tutorship in the college.
That is not very likely. And he will have to leave it after
one year. His deceased uncle's will has yet to be executed.
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It may bring him two thousands at the most. We have decided
that he should pull on with the tuitions for a few months here.
Then, if only he will have to knock at the door of his own Fate.

Any burgeoning on your side? Is it flowers or fruits or both?

Do let us know. With love —

159. Fergusson, Poona-4, 10-1-36

My dear V.S.: I have received a letter this morning that
Mr D.V. Gundappa will not be able to attend. It is unfortunate
that he should have been clouded like that.

You will kindly remember our talk in Bombay. The Sangha
is now approaching you through this letter. And I am sure you
will accept our humble invitation. We have fixed our anniversary
on Sunday, the 19th inst. The address will have to be delivered
in English on any cultural or literary topic relating to Karnatak.
We will also arrange for a lecture or two in Kannada; and for
a lecture on any general topic in English in one of the sister
colleges, if you allow us to do so.

The Wellingdon College Sangha will celebrate its day on
Saturday the 18th inst. So, the best arrangement is to leave
by the Passenger train which will arrive by about 7 A.M. on
Saturday at Miraj, stay in Sangli and leave by the night train
(mail) that will bring you to Poona early Sunday morning. But
a day more at Sangli will really be welcome. There also, the
lecture will be in English and another in Kannada

I will let you know the details of the programme soon. Kindly

send a reply letter to me and to Mugali presently and oblige.
Lovingly yours. '
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160. Fergusson, Poona, 27-6-36

My dear &.x¢. @ T have not yet crossed the seven seas! They
will be coming down upon me up to the 25th of August when
I will suddenly rush away from these mad folk and find refuge
in a steamer, most probably the Kaiser-I-Hind and which leaves
on Sth September. But I shudder to think of what will happen
to me till then! It is not strange that a boy like me should be
petted like this? Wish there had been better days for our Province!

Bendre is in Dharwar. I do not know what happened to the
Madras post. If Bendre does not get it, he will continue to be in

Dharwar. We are only to wait and see how destiny fashions
itself.

Bendre's critical speeches and writings are being collected
and published. Mugali's plays on =9 is being published by the
3eexo people. And I myself am trying to see whether my
pocket can afford its own edition of my lyrics!

I have spoken to Dr. Pawate about mozmos. The view
he took of the matter is encouraging. It remains to be seen as
to what comes of it. Please ask Mr. Nittur to write a letter
to Mr. Pawate, mentioning the significance and urgency of the
product and describing the abilities of Mr. Karant. Mr. Pawate,
it seemed, expected to receive a letter of the type. Let him
also mention the patronage extended in Mysore and Madras.

Like the lazy fellow that I am I did not write to you all,
telling you how are you all sent a thrill of life through me in
Bangalore. I have fed on it as on honeydew. I lived on honey
comb. Convey to all my elders and friends that respect and love
of a grateful heart.
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Tell D.V.Gy that | have not gathered strength enough as yet
(to) write to him. | will get it one of these days. With love

for ever so long. Yours for ever -

161. Jesus College, Oxford, 19-6-37

My dear V.S, : I slumbered so long over your letter for
I missed the Newdigate and was quite gloomy. Then I took
some time to think of my return during the vac. (ation) to India,
which I am doing, this 18th inst. I will be in Savanur (Dist.

Dharwar) upto 25th September (from July 8th onwards),
studying frontically.

No Indian can feel happy essentially in Oxford or anywhere
outside India, or even in it! Our national disgrace is writ large
on our foreheads. I expect Sir R., too, suffers from the same
malady.

I suppose the motkd @) went off quite splendidly. How
I missed it!

I am surprised you didn't get a copy of Zodes. | am writing
to Dharwar to send you one. I had asked them to.

I have heard Masefield, Walter De la Mare, Spender,
Herbert Wolfe, Bertrand Russel, and many others. I have seen
a number of different plays. But I must confess that I
had not much to do with English music as yet. I will try next
year,

I will soon leave for India, within three days. I have
promised the Society to study like a good boy during the vac.
So I cannot see you all! I reserve the pleasure of all talk for
next July or so!
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Do write to my Savanur address. Probably I will cafch up
before you write me, with a letter from Savanur. Love to all.

PS: Please dispose off the accompanying letter as you like

162. Savanur, 25-7-37

My dear Vicy : This is my new style of address, after the
fashion of an American friend who calls me "Vicky' (=V.K.)!
I took all this time to settle down to my 'New' surroundings
and I mooned away my first week. I have now arisen from
my planetary dreams. I suppose it is nothing new to you. Poets
are so charmingly alike!

It was such a refreshing experience to me to read your
strictures on my poems. I would give away most of my learned
lumber and my Oxford pretensions for the fineness of your taste.
Yes, the poems you mention are my pets too. As for endgelling
your sentiments on P. 36, well, my dear Vicy, I must plead perfect
innocence. It was myself that I was endgelling. I was trying
to quell my doubts; I was trying to uphold the dignity of a simple
but intense life against my own fascination for a many sided
and magnificent one. The lines are the criticism of an internal
conflict. I do not recollect, at the moment, the piece in which
you had expressed these sentiments. But I will remember vividly
for a lifetime the talk which we had in Bangalore, my charging
your group with pure aestheticism and your impeaching ours with
metaphysical excess. I admit the justice of that criticism. We
approach life through many imaginative auras, perhaps of our
own creation. You are nearer to it.

What a splendid thing it is to read from you! You check and
correct me in many ways. And I need the straightness of your
vision to tone down the oblique fascination of mine!
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Kottaligi gave me an idea of the vast net you were casting
round me! So, it is to be a tour via Guntakal to Bangalore! It
is a privilege to have friends holding us with bonds of love. What
would 1 not give for casting my books away and leafing clean
to Bangalore! It will be so exciting. Every one cannot have
precious friends inviting one with such genuine affection. But,
my dear Vicy, the chains of life are imperative, if the bonds
of love are alluring. It is not only the 'Bosses’, though they
also had many limits to give to me in Poona. It is the problems
of home that hold me. My two kids are just recovering from
an attack of measles. My wife has to be treated for anaemia.
My mother has survived an attack of cholera and does not wish
to part with me during my vacation... and so on; so, that is
my story. Never mind. I am putting this to you only as an
excuse for denying myself one of the very great pleasures of
my life, seeing you and other friends in Bangalore. It will be
one of my early and sacred pleasures after my next return. Allow
me to live incognito for the present, I mean, living for the things
that sordidly claim my time & energy now,- shun delights and
live laborious days!

With my love to all our elders and friends and, my dear Vicy,
to your kids and people. Very lovingly yours.

163. Savanur, 29-8-37

My dear Veesy: When I read the poem you sent along with
your letter (re-read it for I had read it in IFRI,), |
wondered at the amazing coincidence. I cannot blame you for
having 'Smelt a rat' in my lines on P. 36. But, then, TTIRTI,”
has published after I wrote the poem! The verbal coincidence
is simply startling. ‘2.0%0 3080 JeQBeIE  DAKSTHQD
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asks Veesy And Gokak can be easily taken to
reply ‘node 3ododh e D3R Rion, MILREWTAY
S and?” But | have explained to you the genesis of the poem
Lven if vour poem was published earlier, | must have
unconsciously made use of the language to contradict some of
my own thoughts. To say the least, it would be the height of
bad taste to attack one's friend and co-worker in a poem
addressed to one's wife! But I am grateful to you for having
pointed out what, in my eyes, is one of the most amazing
coincidences. I wonder whether your poem was first published
In xob¥TRFL3E earlier than in T TOTIO,

Anyway, love your A¢3R. The word-effect is wonderful and
seems to reproduce the variations of music itself. And you know,
I love those sentiments of yours. | am fast ceasing to be a
mere dreamer, which [ was sometime back! Well, we will sing,
together now.

I am so glad you like my journal. A man writing ZozRciR3
would have got an infinite deal out of a visit to England. Working
under great pressure of study, I have done what I could. And
| am glad I have not disappointed you. It is the loneliness of
the Indian student that leads to his degradation in England. I
mean to make a novel out of it!

| have seen Bendre's copy of your Book on Finance. But
I cannot entertain your thoughts of it. None else could have
done it as well, let alone 'Better'. And it is more needed than
all our sentimental poetry today!!

My people are now doing quite well. My holiday return filled
a psychological gap in the family. And I can now return to
Oxford, a livelier man and face life (29th September). 1 will
leave Savanur about 20th Sept.
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Convey my best regards to D.V.G, B.M.S., and Masti and
other friends. 1 will send an account of my visit to the Lake

Districts to D.V.G., when 1 visit them! Lovingly yours.

164. W.C. 14-4-4]

My dear We See: So you have realised your letter yourself
and set Hoysal on me with his 'We Go'. He is a splendid
discovery. And I am proud of him. You have your own quiet

way of bringing friends together and joining them in holy 'wed-
lock"!

[ liked your epistolary attacks on he3rigb very much. I think
you have hit the nail on the head by referring to my 'open
calls of doom' and my 'flood of sadness'. It is quintessential
criticism. You have labelled me but, in fairness, I must bear

the label. I must get over the mannerisms you note.

Pandari is getting to be more mischievous than ever. Mugali
is better, with Mrs. Mugali steadily recovering her health. We

play tennis every morning.

As for the publication of your poems, you must have stormed
Bendre duly who, this month, is in Bangalore. He was
responsible for it.

So, you are the editor! Good. I shall prepare some heavy
stuff for your digestion, no, purveyance!

You can send the Ardhamagadhi book. I will get it reviewed.

Yours ever and with love.
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165. Secunderabad, 9-8-45

My dear Wesee : Please convey my heartiest felicitations
to your daughter and son-in-law. We were also delighted that

you had such an auspicious occasion in your house. Bless the
S for me.

S, DIAD BT HASTY 2.0 DWF B - VONTRD
Rom. o HIODHIB® AW, DI PoVHI TAEIW, BJrivw
U088 TAONE ToRTD. Tomd A, BWO'. AW BR30H WO
e A, TRNAVR  FIHTOOe  WROINSTOHTO ©Zon
"R800Y - NENEISTALY

166. Baroda, 13-4-46

My dear Wesee : I got a copy of egmod today and -
to my utter delight-saw your @& (a new name and kind).
God bless you. You have put me down as I am. I hate praise
but my soul yearns for interpretation and evaluation you have
given it to me. I have not referred to it in my foreword because
[ never thought you would write one.

Previous to the day I left Secunderabad, I got your ‘zTjie’
review, minus page 2 which probably contained a kind word
for me. Imagine the result! It went over all my mind and body
like molten fire, but cleansing. Reconciled as [ was to its
medical effect, I fretted that my beard should be singled like
this. I said to myself I shall never think of V.C.now, never
talk to him. I did not write to you, [ said, 5P<oz» for sometime!
But all along my whole being cried out, Wesee is Wesee.

But surely, my iron-bearded fellow worker, a friend, you
could have been a little less hurtful? Perhaps I should see the
2nd page. That would set the focus right.
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But yvour eaovcta haw made me vibrant, 1 thought that it
was impossible 1o get you (o write it, even as it 18 to mnke
you recite in public. But the miracle has happened.

What should I do now? 1 shall review your SYFPTORT, for
which thanks. I shall plunge my sword deep into it, | think
itas a good game, probing our best men, after o due word

of praise, it will teach our people to be manly.

167. Baroda, 13-4-46

My dear L.ae. o1 returned from Visnagar last night, My
first reaction was rather disconcerting. Imagine an old medieval
town (village) where you have to make your road every time
you move, a soil which is half sandy. Dogs, monkeys, donkeys
haunt the streets. The dogs do not care to move even when
a lorry is about to pass over them, they are so lethargic. |
was reminded of Waverley's first entrance into a highland
village. The village is the very picture of insanitation though
there is underground drainage and water-supply. The town is
like a labyrinth, houses within houses and lanes within lanes.
It is today as it must have been two centuries ago.

But the people are good. They are also politically conscious.
I was at the Govt. Rest-house with the Chief Engineer, | also
met the donor. He is a very nice man and invited us to dinner.
The College, luckily, is being built outside the town, near the
station. New developments are being planned, two main
asphalted roads, three housing societies with plots assigned all
round the college and a larger power-house for electricity. In
a few years' time a new town is likely to grow up round the
college. There are already two High Schools with about 700
students and a High School for girls will also soon come up.
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Visnagar 1s about 9 hours' run from Baroda, 4 hrs from
Ahmedabad. The trains from Ahmedabad to Visnagar are most

unpunctual now-a-days, like Hyderabad locals.

My immediate problem was to fix up quarters for my staff.
I moved with the Mamlatdar and local leaders of the
Prajamandal (strange combination) and succeeded in securing
8 tenements outside the town and five inside. God be kind to
those who are to live inside the town!

I myself will have to put up in an old-fashioned bungalow
near the college, till my quarters are ready, for about 8 months.
Two families will at least be living in close proximity. The whole
town is enthusiastic about the college and it will be good
pioneering work, building it up, as a Govt. man for the people.

Baroda is quite pleasant compared with Visnagar which is
a furnace. I am glad I won't have to go there till June 5, when
I propose to move with my family, after a brief holiday from
Dharwar.

Everything else is O.K.I have a whole heap of exam. papers
to be gone through and I shall be busy with them for sometime.

168. Visnagar (N.G), 9-7-46

My dear Wesee: Your letter. I was so glad. You are at liberty
to phrase the six paragraph as you like. But I object to your
calling it unacademic. You seem to have a strange prejudice
against and predilection for that word. Last time you shrieked
that my criticism was too academic! But I admit that the
wording may need some alteration.

[ mean to negotiate Abu in October. I shall 'pave' the way
for you there. I think 1 shall now settle down to my destiny
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in the state. | am tired of w andering. My college gets the Aryan
Path (because of me). I shall lie in ambush for your article.
Madam should not buy you so cheap. Why don't you do the
same work in Kannada. Kannada will pay you better than
Madam's English. Kannada also needs all this talk about
criticism and creation (not English, may I dare to hope?)

Kiss-if you dare- K.V.R.for me. I have not done it myself.
But [ should like to do it vicariously! Poor dear, he has suffered

too much of late and must be caressed out of his worries.

As for Karant's novel, thanks for your advice. You were
the very man that used to tell me that there should be no 'leading
article' review by me. But when it is Karanth, you possibly
want me to write one. I would have done it for Karanth myself.
But I honestly fear that this 'reporting' novel does not merit
anything better. I could write about D.V.G's ..... or your

unwritten poems. But not this masquerade of mud.

Probably I am in a quarrelsome mood now! Let me not
continue in this strain. So, my dear, dear Wesee, cheers.

P.S. : We are all o.k. Mrs. G. sends her regards to you all. Children are

busy learning Gujarathi!

r°0ed a-oosgeé ©z3000
169. Gokarn, 24-6-1964

My dear revered Shri Vee See: Please accept my hearty
congratulations and thanks for having decided to settle amidst
us and be an adornment of our District— to add to its beauty
an extra grace of high literary accomplishment. You have put
a halo on Honavar. Thrice welcome to you.
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Years ago. back in the thirties, you had keenly expressed
a desire to have a cottage here on the sea shore of Gokarn
and come for a change off and on. That was not to be, yet
you have realized your dream in coming over to Honavar -
which too is near to Coast.

You are doubly endeared to me because of dear Shivaram
Karanth. Every time he comes to our District he is gracious
enough to pay me a visit and stay with us for a day. May
[ hope for the same favour from you?

Whenever possible and available I always read your page
in the Prajamata. Yet it is a pity, the only discriminating finely
appreciative and sympathetically fastidious and charming critic
of poetry that you are, should of late turn to socio-political or
economic writings and leave your jealous mistress Dame Poetry
for a while. I hope the congenial climate of our coastal town
will thaw the genial current of your soul and poetry and poetic
criticism will flow in golden stream.

Please excuse the outburst of delight at your advent on our
horizon - which I can't help.

170. Gokarn, 20-11-1964

My dear Shri Vee See: I don't know whether I owe you
an apology or an explanation or perhaps both. The fact is
that I had a premptory phone call from my publishers at
Bangalore (Shri. P.S. Bhat, M.A. Karnataka Co-operative
Publications) asking my indulgence in what they had to do in
evident haste. They decided to submit my script Thomas Alva
Edison, to the Govt. Text Book Committee for approval as a

Rapid Reader without waiting for a foreword, my preface or
the dedication.
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Next day 1 received a copy of the book so hurriedly bound.
Ihey even cut out 16 or more pages from my |75 page matter

o bring it down to the Committee's specifications.

I have written back that they must include your foreword
and my dedication page. They told they would spare only a
page for the preface. 1 have written back that they can insert
a blurb for my preface just my thanks to my sources and
publishers and the foreword writer. I am awaiting their
reaction. I will be sending you the hurriedly bound copy (sans
preface or any face saving!) for your kind perusal. I have been
put in a thoroughly embarrassing position by Pa.Su. Bhat and
party! Who knew they would try to kill more than one bird
with a stone. Ofcourse the book would sell more as a text.
But they must include your foreword.

Any way | will be writing to you. By the way I had a
kind letter from dear Karanth the day before regarding my
review of his novel two weeks back in 'Janasevak.' Did you
see it?

171. Gokarn, 25-11-1964

My dear Prof. V.See : Thanks for your prompt reply. I have
written to the blooming publisher to include your foreword and
a blurb just mentioning my thanks "to all concerned." I am
awaiting his reply. So please don't think, you are out of it. I
will again be at your heels pestering for the thing on hearing
from the aforesaid gentleman.

As for your not (!) being a good speaker I am afraid, if
you are to be taken as a poor one who is the rich or eloquent
orator? Two things I have always been breathlessly marvelling
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showrt v vour leeid limpsd mellifluous gift of speech and
equally scintillating Fnglich prose [t 1« alwavs a feast of reason
and flow of soul | never miss to read vour articles in the
Yojana The last one on Shakespeare was a treat. For an old
veteran and master of Kannada style. you write the most
modermn and racy English (But oh' | am digressing!)

By the way last month | was at Sirsi. when [ had hoped
to hear vou on Pampa. There was a lot of hot air and sonorous
nothing spoken on that much mouthed subject. | spent a day
with Shreeranga and talked about you. I read your foreword
on his =5 3con. But I also heard from dear Valgally that you
arc labouring under some misunderstanding regarding my

attitude towards you. Is it so? Please give me a break to dispel
it, if 1 can.

Our Headmaster — a student of yours — will be formally
writing to you about the school social. Please agree.

172. Gokarn, 11-1-1965

My dear Shri V.C. : I had been to dear Dinakar Desai to
spend an evening and a night with him on the 6th. [ was moved
to hear from him that he had called on you to pay his homage
to his old Guru on the 5th. While talking of it, [ was moved
to tell him that I had been informed at Honavar that you were
rather hurt by his 208 in the last Deepavali issue of Zzous,

where in he had contributed a series of them.

He at once explained away his symbolism in that poem.
He said you are like Thomas Hardy. Though supremely
aesthetical in point of view and enjoyment of life, yet you have
a dissatisfaction and anguish at heart about the world (I at
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once remembered your line “Sthx wo0®. Sovx BRCONB/
TOT 0D, O®™!) So OIkeomy oXe¢  3088H as
he put it- Botdodevr wedrodsd woms w33, The wos
he means as a symbol, in contrast to gxe¢ of dissatisfaction
and bitterness or grouse. I told him o3 has other associations
like hypocracy (hoors ES80W). Yet Dinakar said he
meant no disrespect or any disparaging dig at you in that 2323
He further said he would write to you to that effect and
mentioned you had written to him "I am the damn old self
So what's it?" This your query had a new significance in the
light of what you are said to have felt about this 2328 from
an old student of yours. So Dinakar will write to you. I thought
I had better try to get a misunderstanding cleared. I hope I
am not being indiscrete! I can't thank you enough for your
visit here. My complaint it was so brief.

173, Gokarn, 17-4-65

My dear "ViSee" : Million thanks for your kind appreciation
letter. The only snag there in was, as usual, most of it was
illegible. I'm still trying to decipher it. It looks as sweet as
the 'unheard melody' suddenly caught on our wavelength. It
is awfully nice of you to have spotted some beauty spots in
my work and pointed out to me. You could have found at least
a couple of flaws or flukes in the pieces. Being made to order
they mainly lack inspiration. About &b3geloeey I have strictly
followed @odes. In fact I found Sumitra more noble than
Kausalya who sounds a ....! I even wrote an article on ITRD
w8, for Kailasa Digest year before last. Even about the
s | have adhered to the original text. Did you like my
preface?
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Now about our Sammelan 1 find you are in evident hurry
o put maximum distance between you and it' Why pray”? |
was looking forward to your graceful and forceful critical
speeches at the get-together. For once they have planned
seminar-like meetings over the decades literature (wherein,
there is more decadence than cadence!). The plan is fine but
there is practically no time left. And why has Venkatasubbaya
excluded 'you' (being so near us) from heading any one of
the Yo3Te's. 8 = Xgp O, 3 adcr%s said Draupadi (even
at the gambling meet!). You ought to have headed the
symposium on poetry or criticism. Their idea is the President
should reign throughout and each symposium should have a
sponsor (Zxw8) and 3 wHowes! — many of whom are sulking.

But you are a must. Dear Karanth wrote to me he would
be in Punjab for his daughter's wedding (Malavika has found
her Agnimitra beyond the Vindhyas!). On the 17th last month
Prof. V. came to me in the night and saddled me with the
work of contacting Dist. writers and collecting articles for the
Souvenir volume misnomered as &zdwsee. Till now I am fagging
for the blessed Souvenir. Committee did precious little till then.
Much against my will I agreed.

And as the old man behind this assignment, | appeal to you
to give us — give me in fact — a beautifully charming article
however small: your blessings to our Souvenir and Karwar. You
are a lover of our sea (and I have mentioned it in an article
to another volume 3&ogR. My topic is "Sea theme in our Dist.
Poetry"). From Kumta to Karwar is not a far cry. Even 3,308
is in 8one$3. You surely are for me. Please write about Karwar
dist. and our simple kind people, the beauty of man and nature.
Whatever you like, what you will. T know you can. I hope
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vou will. But please send me the script by Monday. Express
dehivery. As the Kumta Sahitya Sammelan President you must
bless the Karwar Conference and oblige. You must also attend

— come, see and conquer — this pigmy and puppet show. You can
leave to Bangalore on the 5th. Can't you please? Please write.

Incidentally I am not at all an M.Aoor a B.A.; a plain
matriculate and undergraduate, like Karanth.

174. Gokarn, 20-7-65

My dear Princ. V.See. : The boot is now on the other leg.
We — dear Shri Sheshabhat and myself — waited for you till
12-30 and you did not arrive. What was wrong, please? Will
you come next week end? The loss is totally mine. I could
have spent a couple of hours basking in the sweetness and
light of your scintillating presence.

I had been to Bangalore last week on 8th and also on 24th
earlier. I found myself on the Dasara Souvenir sub-committee
(presided over by the Director of Publicity). I suggested your
name too for an article. But for want of time, we were to
go to print by 10th, only Bangalore literary men were mostly
approached. But now the whole thing has gone under Ayub
Khan's debris of Pattons and Sabrejets!

But I could meet dear Mastiji after years. He is the same
dear old self. Age has not dimmed his lustre. I spent an hour
with him and now I have written my interview and impression
for the Diwali special of Tainadu. One of these days | have
to be quits with you like that for having charged me with cooling
off towards you! How can you think so? More on hearing

from you.
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N Crokarn. 3-6- 1966

My dear Prof. Seetaramavva - | returned from Bangalore
on the 2nd evening. | had been there to attend the first meeting
of the Editonal Committee formed under Shri Shantesh Patil.
Director for Publicity and Information to bring out a volume
recording the progress of our Integrated Mysore State from
36 to '66. (Progress under Congress is axiomatically assumed,
of course!)

From 26th to 2nd of June I was there, using this occasion
to meet and contact my literary friends. I had planned to call
on vou on the 30th. But unfortunately I was suddenly taken
il by an acute colic which lasted till 31st noon, and on its
subsiding I hastened home on the Ist. Thus I sorely missed
contacting your kind self.

The bearer of this note is a young old student of mine.
He is there at your door for an interview. He is an M.A.Il
class with Entire History, a student of late Dr. Salatore. I hope
he will be able to find his place in the college staff under you.

Last year he missed a post on the Sirsi College staff very
narrowly. He was interviewed and asked to wait a call. He
waited till the stipulated period was over and then out of dire
necessity joined the High School staff in the Girls High School
at Ankola. But in a couple of days the call came from Sirsi.
But he had pledged his services for that school, so he did not
go! This also speaks of his integrity.

He is an earnest, modest and a painstaking teacher having
served in two High schools for the last 4-5 years. | am sure,
he will be an asset to your college, if selected.

But will he be? That's in your lap.
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176. Grokarn, 5-2-1968

TR% 0D QAL 8FJ3 - Od ISR, LE SRS DR o R
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20T §P@ WIINITQ o) LOw  opBPhch. BeInl@d
(SReT deodaday, oY) TGN Dow LT
SRAQLD.

§
(9
¢
th

@d@ STRTBTON *‘ad‘{dc&) noEnsd smeodde xoﬁﬁqmmsetb.
eY ]I 3T (oD RDY) 2 wosng ik : ‘A General
Theory' about the 'Synthetic Act. 8 Qw0 SRR o3¢ B,
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20D Y 33
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TRE3AON é%odog BB, Iowe, ATIITYONT  WITY
33e30TR, 3R0ANLD! VTN Do FoBRI[IAD. T
WO  ©ITT:-"IPoNS-WITW  FFoNS.

D), DIDID INGY wodFPD. IF, WD WY QL.
ATIDTHOT "o D0PT. ToFP  WIVIVOR., ¥ 20T
200 LANH QY WO TRTWD, IJRTYICO0T. (¥ A,
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o0ed. It is a great book!

e ‘W3, : RoFymeod R BRIT[RAFT QA O[T dPToF

530D, VORTNT. (FToFs DIDTROODT  TFWEN, 1967).

177. Gokarn, 24-12-73

My dear Sir: Please accept our hearty greetings and
felicitations — my dear wife's and my own self — on your '
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o *(or is it 'Byen B3vs)'?) being selected for the Academy
Award. This honour or recognition ought to have come your
way long ago. But in a way it was quite in the fitness of
things that it has come when you are no more in the Academy
as @ member. (I heard you had resigned from the set up.)

A poet, critic, savant and writer of your status and standing
needs no bush to declare his vintage. We see merit par
excellance in "V.See" all along as the most progressive of the
older generation of literary leaders, nearest to the ardour and
aspirations of the young — even angry young men. So sensitive,
so sensible, with the least of pride and prejudice, but full of
sense and sensibility. You were with dear Karanth and dear
Gokak. You even favoured me with a charming Preface. My
only regret was and still is that I could not have more of you,
while in Honavar.

By the way, I have completed 60 and has been given an
year's extension by the kind school management. This November
Ist I was also awarded a State Award for Asst. Teachership
in Secondary Education — a Certificate, sandalwood garland
and Rs.300/-. (My son went to Bangalore to collect the same).

How's your health and that of your better half? Last time
I called on you, she was ailing.

[ thank you once again, dear Sir, for your abiding love for
me and congratulate you on the Award. With deep regards,

P.S.: What's wrong with our three Varsities? If P. and P. deserved a

Doctorate you should have got it long back! Why have they slept it over?

QAT ‘UUeN-2TW’ : DAL, OTT ITI Ko
* RNOFOT. 3eom, LT, ©TBOD
TBr, Beosadew 83 (1973).
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178 Gokarmn. 17-3-74

My dear Sir : Please accept our deep condolences in your
great bereavement. We were shocked to read in today's papers
the tragic news.

In fact the whole day we were talking of you, Akabar Ali,
MLC Shastry and myself with dear Shivaram Karanth in
Karwar (where he was felicitated with me to preside today).
Akabar Ali brought the news to my notice. But we dared not
inform Karanth. He would have been upset.

Words are but poor medium — airy bubbles to express what
we feel. But what else have we but these frail and all too
inadequate things to convey what we think or feel.

Oh. How lonely you would feel now on in the lengthening
shadow of your life's evening. But her memory will be ever
green with you like the shadow of an angel's wing keeping
a vigil of love and care that had upheld the drooping head
and bound up the broken heart while walking the Saptapadi
of the Seven Ages of man with you in a lifelong union....

I don't know what to say or how to say it. Not to write
would seem an ©30. But to write like this will also sound

an ©&IJEoo |

Dear Shantu joins me in expressing what we feel.
Believe us to be with you in this irrepairable irrevocable

bereavement.

179. Gokarn, 10-1-1975

Doz, 0P D.AcOHTOR - WHT IFeD FodI. IF T
Seed L0 TORPIOTTOOND. JNWT IDT TY, [IHT
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182. Mysore, 5-4-49

My dear Sir : I have the honour to state that you have
completely forgotten us. My wife is unable to convince me
that | am so bad as to escape your notice during your latest
visit to Mysore. I think I do not really deserve to be dismissed
from the kingdom of your select memories. Shri Raghavachar's
family which is in short an Entertainment Committee is now
looking better with the addition of a little daughter. (It is as
good as Greek!)

May I put it to you, dear Sir, that you will be releasing
me from disgrace by directly going over to my house and
staying with us during your next visit to Mysore?

rJ‘l

183. Mysore, 19-1-50

My dear Sir : I received your letter, about an hour ago,
with my office papers. I am busy and in the absence of my
book no referencing is possible. I find that you have very kindly
said something of it.

I am scheduled for a program on 26.1.50 at A.I.R.Madras
(5:45 PM-3 minutes). | will leave this place on the afternoon
of the 24th and be at Madras the next day afternoon. Sri
Ramanand has extended welcome and I will stay with him.
In his letter he refers to you and says that in correspondence,
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he 1s lazy as "V.Si." It 1s good luck that those people refer

to vou in cases in which I am concerned.

A poem for that occasion, made to order, Sir, was delivered
two dayvs ago and has reached Madras already. Am I not a
man big enough to be flashed in the papers, if the AIR could
pay for such daring abortions! I will pass on a copy of it to
vou, from Madras.

There need be no doubt that I have not simply shelved your
"oy wovon" so early as the Centre did the Andhra question.
I have read every line of it twice and found out 3 printing
errors. I am preparing a short note on the book. The first poem,
the Indra poems and 330 eBexd® ITB: are poetry beyond
proof. I am certain of what I am saying.

My address is "2804, Jayanagar, Mysore". May I know when
you will be here next. All is very well here. It ought to be
so everywhere.

184. Mysore, 9-10-50

My dear Sir : Mr.D.V.Gundappa, as you know, the other
day observed that I was pale and weak and required 'toning
up'. Yes: medical examination, elaborate and complete, has now
established that I am suffering from Anaemia. My wife also,
is anaemic as I told you once. We are undergoing a daily course
of injections and tonic. It is now evident that my wife's condition
is better than mine. There is no room for anxiety; but, the
medical expenses already made good by me have gone over
Rs.200/- and I have spent a like sum again in the course of
this month. Mr. Raghavachar helped me up half-the-way. He
is a real friend, the very embodiment of motherly love, and
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but for his ready help I should have spent a hard week. There
was a chance of my stepping into an unknown corner of the
congested Hospital here. But the most Senior Physician advised
me to remain at home and be in charge of his Assistant. Forced
rest for a restless soul! This position will continue for a month
and 1 hope to recover soon. I know you are interested in me,
and I have not held back anything from you, not even those
uncertain uneven bad compositions of mine!

[ think of you and get strength. Men of your type are already
rare. Mr. Subrahmanyam told me that you are again in a difficult
position. I thought of it all through the rainy yesterday with
a tear in my eye. Some people may call it Courage; and others,
Expediency. We have to get through, anyhow. You are at it,
and 1, a weakling, can only curse the hard reality of the
problems of life. 1 cannot think of worrying you by writing
long letters. I am bad in correspondence. The children are quite
well and so is my mother. My respect for you and affection
to your children, the new addition in particular.

(You radioed about 'Anthahpura Geetha'. I heard part of
it.) |

185. B0,8000, 21-2-1952
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187. Mysore, Not dated

My dear Sir : From about a week, I am undergoing a mental
torture due to one thing or the other and it is partly due to
"Ezra Pound" that I am alive. I got a copy of "E.P.'s Letters"
from the Univ. Library; and if I had only written to you So,
it would have saved you the trouble of your sending your copy
to me. Sri KVR has agreed to return your copy to you very
soon. My reactions to this Book are the subject matter of
another (POUNDISH) poem I am planning. I never heard
anyone else saying: "until someone is honest we get nothing
clear." His circular re:collecting funds to enable T.S.E. to kick
off Bank work is proof (of) his Greatness. His notes on Tagore
are typically Occidental. His remarks on Binyon's translations,
his directions to the Editress of "Poetry" reveal the inner core
of poetry. He is an EPIC!-an Institution!-A culture! and a
quartz-winged Angel! Vital, real. No miracles — hard, sweet,
and very great. A real friend of Poets of all countries. His
voice is clear, steady and sure. I thank you for having referred
me to that Great Book. I know you like it: I have a lot to

speak about.

Re: my book of poems. They are printed; but waiting for
the cover, to be called a book. Mr. Swamy (the dancer!) makes
others dance by his neglecting time and need. But he is the
one man we have here who writes something like a sketch.

262 ©S T geri-1



I don't know what these poems are like or unlike | think a
good poet like myself writes poems, because, he is afraid of
his creditors and commitments. It is easier for us to get down

to the depths of life and come up to the surface with nothing
in hand.

My respectful enquiries about all under your roof. | may
go there sometime during the 10 days to follow.

188. Mysore, 16-9-52

My dear Sir: I have not met Sri KVR since about a week.
I still do not know if you got back your book (EP) thro' him.
I am really seeing the worst of my times. I do not know.
I-1 have no leisure. Nothing pleasant. No hope. Well that's
that.

My note on Sri Ayyar's 'Roopadarsi' appears or has appeared
in ®XE TPod. I fear you have at once something to say
about it. i.e. ..... But forgive me, Sir, it can't be better in my
hands. I like Sri Ayyar. I hope he won't mistake me.

My book of poems is perhaps being bound. I am sending
you a 'bound-less copy', without my note on the sonnet Durvasa
(printed on cover). | know @ is correct; @RwmoFs IS
incorrect, as far as Sanskrit is concerned. My sonnet on him,
being an attempt to remove all possible '@or=3" from his
name and present him as a person responsible for bringing up
Bharata from over the clouds of (the curse or) blessing, and
from the point of requirement of the line, I preferred and used
Snwmoe s as people call him generally. o does not fit in that
line at all and @wwer= at the end of the line is good, very
good. This is my explanation. MacNeice poem — yes Sir, —
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I want that book. 1 cannot willingly part with E.P. unless
Sri Hanumantha Rao orders its return. With kind thoughts. All
appear to be well here!

189. Mysore, 12-7-54

My dear Sir: 1 Just now received your note asking me to
send an article on Masti's shorter poems for the 'Sambhavana.’
Yes, Sir; but I cannot do it until I have before me all the Books
to write about.

None of them is available in my small library of free copies!
May I request that all the Books may kindly be made available
to me for reference (and return), as it is not easy for me to
get them - I do not have even a list of them- from the library.

I request to be excused for my unsatisfactory review of
'Shantala’ which appeared in the Hindu of the 11th. The Editor
has cut out 2 sentences and 2 words. I am not worried about
that (I may be able to write better English in the course of
time). Of the two Books kindly passed on by you, I have
reviewed and sent the script to the Editor today. Kindly put
me in the way Sir.

May I take the liberty to say that Mr. Swaminathan (DC)
remembered with admiration and gratitude that at the time of
his appearing for the MCS, you helped him with half-a-dozen
lectures on Browning and that he never again met a teacher
of your type or speak on English poetry with such affection
and understanding. The nice gentleman never thought perhaps
that he was speaking to one intimately related to his 'Guru'.
A word on the way, but a good word.
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Mvysore, 17-2.1954
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191. Mysore, 15-9-54

My dear Sir: Mr. G.Venkatasubbiah told me that the Authors'
Assn., B'lore would publish my Essays and also that some
money could be sent in advance. I am revising some MSS,
and checking up printed matter is almost over. I wrote to him
though 1 should not have. But surprising, he is silent. "Masti"
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paid a kind visit to my house 20 days ago and gave me two
volumes of his poems. | love at least 10 poems and among
the few, cannot forget one or two. I will send my note early.
He is more modern than that blessed chap "A" who talks tall
about modern poetry cant attempt to imagine and where else
can we see a ripe mind, and mature expression. Some of the
sonnets are beyond admiration. They are cold, clear, bright and
perfect. Human voice and not verbal gymnastics. Some of the
longer poems are flat and old fashioned and a godless man
like me will not be able to like them. A closer and fuller reading
of his poems has made me wiser and happier.

One more thing I feel like telling you Sir, is that a friend
told me that "A" the founder-angel of the rickety new camp
reviewed my 'Iruvanthige' over AIR and told the world that
[ ran against his expectations by writing love poems again and
that I should either stop writing or write different things. That
is not literary criticism of the given work but the helpless cry
of a toothy critic, who wrote some of the worst Pundit poems
and finds it convenient to advise others about poetry-making!

192. Bangalore, 31-8-65

My dear Sir: I am sorry I delayed this letter too long. But
I was worried on account of some pressing work on hand.
Media took away lot of time. The Book is expected to come
out shortly. Nehru's book gave us lots of trouble. We have
just today sent the monthly instalment to Chidambaram. For
the time being I am relieved. I have to complete 2 poems-
new, terse and full of joy and hope. [ have to radio them next

month.
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I have also filed my Income Tax return for 65: | was
dreadfully awaiting the Tax challan. Huck Finn was responsible
for this shortlived promotion to Middle Income Group.

I do not know when I can go over to your place. No one
has invited me to Dharwar. If they do, I shall also fix my
programme as to include Honnavar also. The Dharwar AIR
may invite me during Dasara. That's what Shri N.K.Kulkarni
told me. It is gone over there.

You seem to be unduly worried about reactions elsewhere
to your statements. Please forget it Sir. Thank you for your
"P.S." re: Homage to the Ocean. I like it.

In the illustrated weekly I saw an article describing me in
a pompous way. I am not a bridge: but a causeway as water
flows knee deep, flows over a causeway sometimes.

193. Zonened, 10-9-1964
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194. Bangalore, 13-2-65

My dear Sir: I am sorry I did not write to you at all since
over a month. But Kitti will tell you how I was trying to follow
up things here. You must have been spending quite uneasy
times. Vacant words from my mouth will not heal the suffering.

My wife is better. So long as she is at steering wheel, al]
will certainly be well. My left ear is giving me much trouble.
After a fortnight's examination in all respects the surgeon tells
me that the eardrum has unfortunately exhibited a hole in the
middle and ear-discharge contains an organism that resists al]

antibiotics! It is quite like me! Another fortnight of putting in
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some drops "culture” 1t Thereafter, he quickly told me he will
take a prece of my own skin from somewhere and close the
aperture just as they do for cycle-tubes! How grateful should
I be to the whole world which suggests that a hole in my
car has to be closed by peeling off my skin somewhere! [t
does not wish to contribute anything from outside. This is
exemplary self-sacrifice! Let not this information cause any

undue annoyance to you. I could not hide this from you. So
this letter.

On the other side, I was the star-poet at Chickmagalur on
the 30th January and Shri Javare Gowda was disappointingly
liberal in his admiration for me. On the 7th morning [ was
the Ring-master at Sagar where 12 poets (real poets) including
Shri Adiga read their poems and spoke about me with affection
and high regard. Shri Hukkeri's request had been disposed off
at one end even before | saw your letter. O.K.

29.88.c0e7%, a:g.m (TInieleln)
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198. Sagar, 26-9-1967

Dear Sir, Thank you for your letter. I am really in a fix
here. Though I am sick of the place, I cannot bring myself
round to leave the place at once as the President has been
using indirect means to make me leave. Nothing has been done
openly or directly. No action has been taken against me. In
such circumstances, I don't know what to do. If I should leave
now in the middle of the year, it will be against the professional
ethics of a teacher and also will create a lot of disturbance
and disruption causing my students and the institution immense
harm. My better judgement tells me that I should stay here
at least till the end of this year. | am about to give notice

272 T Bozkd greri-1



that T may be relieved on 31-3-1968. Kindly excuse me if |
am disturbing your peace with a narration of my misery here.

Kindly advice me how 1 may behave now, at your leisure.
Thanking you.

199, Sagar, 27-2-1967

Dear Sir, Please excuse me for not writing to you for such
a long time. For the last two months or so, I have not been

well. Now, I am a little better. Kindly convey my regards to
your wife.

I am coming to the end of my tether here. I should now
decide whether 1 am coming to Honnavar or not. While I was
at Honnavar, | said that I would convey my decision by the
end of February. Before that I think I shall have to have some
talk and understanding regarding a few important points like
salary. A few days ago, I wrote to Dr. Kirki. I have not yet
heard from him. [ am writing this letter seeking your advice.
Do you think it necessary I should come there again and have
a talk with the people concerned?

How is college? I hope you are well. I hope to hear from
you soon.

200. Sagar, 26-6-1967

My dear Sir, Kindly excuse me for the delay in replying
to your very kind letter dated 12th June, 1967. [ had to think,
consult and reconsider my situation before I could make up
my mind. Your letter, so unexpected and so affectionate swept
me completely off my feet. I don't know how, in what words
I should express my gratitude to you and my pleasure that
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you have such confidence in me and have such a good opinion
regarding me. | can just thank you from the bottom of my heart.

After the elections were over, there was a period of tension
at this place which is happily over now. One vicious person
who bears a grudge against all that is good, noble, and of a
higher order tried to exploit the situation against the staff of
the college in general and against me in particular. Flimsy
charges were levelled and canvassed. But that person is now
under ignominy and has collapsed. During that period, the
disgust in my heart was so great that I thought I should quit
this place. But that would have meant the scuttling of the
institution and desertion of my loyal colleagues, most of whom
had come here for my sake. Good men and friends like Sri
K.V. Subbanna also wanted me to stay. For the sake of the
institution, I had to decide to stay on at least till the institution
is stabilised. So Sir, when your letter came I had decided to
stay on. Therefore, I request you kindly to excuse me. But
your letter has meant a great deal to me. I cherish it near
my heart.

Thanking you and hoping to hear from you often.

201. Sagar, not dated

Dear Sir, It is a long time since I wrote to you. | was
relieved of my duty here on 1-4-68 and am still here as a
daughter of mine had to take her first degree examination. My
future is still unsettled. I have to bide my time.

In the first week of April, I went to Honavar and met the
office-bearers of the college society. They listened to me
politely and then told me that they would write to me after
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holding a meeting of the governing council. They did write to
me after ten davs and informed me that they had decided to
advertise the post. I wrote back to them that they might have
discussed the matter with me while I was there and that if
they wanted any adjustment regarding my salary that could have
been discussed and an understanding might have been reached.
1 haven't heard from them after that. [ understand that they
have advertised the post.

All the same I thank you for the interest you have shown
in me and the trouble you took to see that I might not suffer.

[ hope that you and your family are well. My wife and
children are quite well. My wife sends you her respectful
regards. Requesting you to write to me at your leisure and
thanking you.

B
S. TREBOBUIRD® wI00T
202. Bangalore-4 17-7-1960

Dear Mr. Seetharamiah: Greetings and good wishes from
Mrs. Rao and myself. We trust you are well.

A group of American teachers, who will be in Bangalore
from July 25th to 29th, wish to learn something of Indian
Philosophy and Mythology, etc. Mrs. Rao and I request you
to be good enough to help our American friends on Tuesday,
the 26th at 9:30 am at my place or at the West End Hotel. You
may give a talk for one hour and then give another for questions.

If you will kindly phone me from the nearest phone, we
shall settle details. Or, if you are likely to come to the Indian
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Institute of World Culture you may kindly come here first at
Spm. and have tea with us. Or, come to tea with us
independently. Please come in a conveyance, and I shall be
glad to pay the fare to and fro.

Please phone your pleasure as early as possible.

203. 14-12-1963

Dear Prof. Sitaramayya: Greetings and good wishes from
Mrs. Rao and myself. We trust you are well.

This is just to tell you how greatly we enjoyed your Radio
Talk on Ibsen the other evening. It recalled my slight
acquaintance with [bsen's works when I was connected with
A.D.A. decades ago. You revived those memories. Thank you.

204. 13-12-1972

Dear Friend : Cordial Greetings and Best wishes from Mrs.
Rao and myself for Happy Christmas and Happier New Year
to you and all your family. We trust you are all well.

Among my friends whom I love, honour and revere you
stand pretty high. In fact, no honour is too great for you.

There was a move to honour you and a committee was
formed, but I do not know what happened to it.

May I request you to honour me by accepting the enclosed
small cheque as my Paada-Puje to you? The cheque is no
doubt small but it conveys a great deal of my love and
reverence for you which no amount, however large, can convey
adequately. May | remind you of the expressive phrase in
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Tagore's Chaitra: "The endless meaning in the narrow span
of the song."

205. 23-4-1973

Dear Friend : Cordial Greetings and Best wishes from Mrs.
Rao and myself to you and family. We trust you are all well.

1 see from my bank passbook that you have not encashed
the small cheque (No. 820421 dt. 13-12-72). Somebody told
me that you do not wish to cash it but preserve that cheque!
May I respectfully and humbly request you to cash the cheque
before it is too late and keep the letter as a memento, if you
wish? It will give me great satisfaction if you will honour me
by cashing the cheque.

Please do so and let me know.

&. oaabameeaegdoaa:' (EThieleln]

206. Bangalore-4, 17-9-1948.

My dear Sri Sitaramiah Garu: I am very grateful to you
for the splendid article on the Future of Religion in India. I
shall gladly publish it in "Triveni' (October Issue). But please
have it k-typed, on one side of the page only, and if possible
abridge part of it.

I wish to have the type-script in my hands by the 23rd at
the latest, as I am posting the MSS to Madras on the 24th.
From October onwards the journal will be published punctually
on the 6th.
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Under the new dispensation we are paying for every
published article at the rate of Rs. Four per printed page. I
am not offering this as an inducement, for, after all, it is a

token payment to mark our appreciation. Twenty off-prints
always.

I trust you are doing well. Do let me have a line in reply.

207. Narsraopet, 24-11-1955

Dear Sri Sitaramiah Garu, | was delighted to get your letter
of the 12th, redirected from Masulipatam. I wonder why Sri
Sampath Raghavachar has not sent you the renderings. I am
unable, at this end, to help you. Mr. Sampath alone knows the
exact passages. For example, one item is "Two Lyrics" by D.V.
Krishna Sastry but which are those lyrics? Again 'Kinnerasani
Patalu' by Sri Viswanatha runs into a thousand lines. What
were the lines actually read by Sri Sampath. Things like
'Kondaveeti Poga Mabbala' appeared long ago in the monthly
'‘Bharati.' They were not reprinted. You must write again to
Sri Sampath or run upto Anantapur for a day. I should be
sorry if the Telugu section of the transactions becomes poor.
But we Andhras are an improvident unbusinesslike lot. Plenty
of enthusiasm but no system.

I trust you are receiving copies of "Triveni'. I value 'Triveni'
because it brought me into intimate fellowship with Savants
like you.

If I can put together a little money I shall run up to Bangalore
and wander about like a devout pilgrim.

You(r) conversation and your coffee!!
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0% Bombay-7, 9-11-62

My dear Sri Sitaramiah: | have your letter of the 31st Oct
Unfortunately no offprint of the articles on Prosodial Practice
of Skt. Poets are now with me. | have now recently published
an edition of Hemachandra's Chandonusasana (Singhi Jain
series, B.V. Bhavan, Bombay - 7) and editions of Frta Jati
Samuccay, Kavidarpana and Svayambhu Chandas in
Rajasthan Puratatva Series, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Unfortunately

I have no copies to spare. I was given only 5.

e’ . oaabmgm so:bso‘ ©z=3003
209. Ernakulam, 29-6-1945

Dear Mr. Sitaramiah: Your kind letter of the 25th instant.
The proof sheets need be gone through there; but [ would like
to have my English manuscript back. Kindly arrange to send
it to me as early as you can. The Kannada rendering would,
[ am sure, be unexceptionable. What a forceful writer of
Kannada you are! Your "nervous" Kannada style is something
unique; witness your essay on the late Mr. Venkannayya in
"Prabudda Karnataka." 1 am not a "D.Litt." or a "Ph.D." yet;
so kindly cut out the "Dr." from before my name. As for
a paper on modern Malayalam literature, I have little acquaintance
with the "Progressivists" of today; how then am I competent
to write a paper on modern literature?



210. Frmakulam, 6-10-1945

Dear Mr. Sitaramayya: Your very kind letter. Many thanks.
I got back my manuscript all right. I am hoping that some
reprints of my paper will follow in due course. Your wonderful
Pampa-Yaarre. 1 finished reading the book at one sitting, so
entrancing was it. From the scorpion-scare right upto the
repeated potations of tea at the Railway station, it was one
grand intellectual feast. I have not seen the like of it in
Malayalam or in Tamil. I do not feel sure of Telugu; but I
fancy that this type of travel-literature is something unique in
South India. The only parallel that occurs to me just now is
an essay in Bengali, that I happened to translate into English
years ago; but the "solidity" of your work was lacking there.
"Five men to Hampe" might remind one of "Five men in a
boat," but yet what a difference! Jacob's book is but a big
skit, whereas yours throbs with life. Medieval Vijayanagar is
once more alive in the pages of your book; but, vanitas
vanitatum. man's glory is but brief. And the prose-poetry of
it all! The flow of words and the upsurge of the emotions is
verily De Quinceyan, without of course any of the English
writer's riotousness. The scenes of Ramayana so memorably
recalled, the eloquence of the silence round about the Sarovara,
the thunderstorm, the dreams, the personality of Ramaraja, see
thing with righteous indignation, the fall of medieval Vijayanagar
— these are some of the unforgettable pictures of your book.
And yet it is not all imaginative prose; the figures of
Yajamanaru, Venkatesayyanavaru and Murtigalu stand out so
vividly. Flashes of humour are also there: the umbrella turning
inside up, for instance! A most enjoyable book! I thank you
once again for having given me an hour and odd's undiluted
literary enjoyment.
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211. Bombay-19, 24-8-1967

My dear Sitaramiah : I am sorry | was not able to reply
10 you carlier as I was on the move all the time the whole
of this month. I had to give up my residence at 6, St.John's
Road on medical advice as I fell unconscious twice in my bath
room with only a servant to look after me. I was advised to
live with a family, and so for a time I shifted my residence
to Mysore, where I stayed with my adopted daughter
Ranganayaki, who was teaching music at the Manasagangotri
University. She left for the States last Sunday to do her
Doctorate in music at Pensylvania, and so [ am now in Bombay
staying with her family, and am looked after well. Of course,
I do visit Bangalore now anrd then, and was there three weeks
ago. May visit again early in October and be staying at Vimala
Rangachar's place at Malleshwaram, which will be my Bangalore
residence when I am there.

Now to your enquiries about Venkatappa's paintings. The
"Ardhanariswara" was an exquisite line drawing in the best
Venkatappa's style. It was a brush work, about nine inches
in height, drawn with such sensitive lines he alone could do.
In a moment of generous impulse, he presented it to me
somewhere about 1924 or 25, and it was stolen from the
St.Andrew's Hall, Cubbon Road, Bangalore Cantonment, the
very next year when it was on show in an exhibition arranged
by Mr. Harvey and myself. I suspected one Vyas Ram, a sort
of a painter himself, as he was visiting the show often and
at all hours. It was a big blow to me and you can imagine
Venkatappa's feelings when told about it. It was the same
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picture which the Ramakrishna Mutt people printed wrongly
in their journal and for which he sued them. I thought you
knew about it and had seen it. A poor reproduction of it
appeared in magazine earlier. In 1923 the very first exhibition
of the Bengal school was arranged at No. 6., St. John's Road,
when Dr. Cousins gave a series of lectures. At that exhibition
were shown for the first time Venkatappa works, most of which
were acquired by the Yuvaraja of Mysore. They are now in
the Jayachamaraja Chitrasala at Mysore. His student-day
paintings, which were reproduced in Ananda Coomaraswamy's
book were in the collection of the Raja of Bagribari in Bengal.
One sample of that Ramayana series is now in the Calcutta
Museum art gallery-"Hanuman flying over the sea to Lanka."
The late Treasuryvala bought three paintings for the absurd
price of Rs.250/- each. The "Buddha and His Disciples",
reproduced in colour in my book, Contemporary Indian Painters
(now with Karl Khandanlavala of Bombay) the other two are
in the National Gallery of Modern Art, Delhi. They are
"Mrgtrushna" (in Mughal Style) and "Radha" a lovely painting
after the best manner of the Rajasthani school. Mr.S.V.
Ramaswamy Mudaliar did not acquire any of his paintings but
had a miniature portrait of his done in ivory. It was the biggest
of that style and kind ever painted by him, bigger than the
two portraits of the late Krishnaraja Wodeyar; bigger than the
two of the Maharaja of Cooch Behar and certainly much much
bigger than his study of Abanendranath Tagore. One of the
Cooch Behar's portraits which he presented to the Madras Art
Gallery, at the request of Sri Prakasa, who was then the
Governor of Madras, was stolen from the art gallery three years
ago. You have seen all his landscape studies of Ooty and Kodai
now with his nephew. I don't think you have seen another one,
a study of the Himalayas from Darjeeling, which he painted
in the company of G.N. Tagore, when he was a student. He
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presented it to the late Maharaja. who had it hung right ahove
his writing table in his Fern Hill Palace at Ooty Venkatappa
did not know what had happened to it after His Highness' death,
and nobody in the palace could tell him about its whereabouts.
One year when Venkatappa, my brother and myself were at
Ooty we went to see the palace there, (which was originally
built by my father,) and lo and behold, we saw the painting
in his small office room. I do not know if you have seen the
two landscape studies of Mysore city from the Chamundi Hill
which were in possession of the late Kittu's grandfather, who
was tutor for Krishnaraja Wodeyar. His name, [ am not able
to recollect now. Ragavendra Rao. I exhibited them at one
of the Bangalore Exhibitions. He had a large Black and White
Crayon study of Gopal Raj Urs, who was his physical culture
teacher. It too was exhibited at the Mayo Hall exhibition in
1927 or so. His paintings were exhibited twice at 6, St. John's
Road, once at St. Andrew's Hall and once at the Mayo Hall.
The last one was at his residence when he was honoured as
a Fellow. If you wish further information, please write to me.
How are you? I have visited your college and even took Salute
from the students over some flag hoisting ceremony.

B30 Jen® vwtdo

212, Calcutta-6, not dated

My dear Mr. Sitaramiah: There is no book by Tagore entitled
Sahitya Parichay. There may be an article by that name which
may be found in one of the following three books: 1) Sahiryer
Patha (1936), 2) Kalantar (1937) and 3) Sahityer Svarup
(compiled in 1945). As the books are not with me just now
I am unable to verify. On hearing from you I may send you
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any or all the three books. | owe you something out of the
cheque vou had sent me.

There is no book on Tagore as a literary critic. [ do not
know whether you have read the third volume of my History
of Bengali Literature (in Bengali) which is entirely devoted to
Tagore. Unfortunately the book is out of print or I would
have sent you a copy. If you are interested I may lend you my

personal copy. I am engaged in preparing copy for the next
edition.
You are welcome to quote as much from my book or books

as you may like or need.

[ know translation is a tricky job. So you need not apologize.
A Sanskrit word does not mean the same thing in the different
Indian languages.

I have noted my remarks in the margin of the sheet
containing your queries. I am sure you would not mind it. And
on my part I would not mind if you put further queries.

You have pointed to an omission in the quotations (appendix).
I shall send it to you in a week or so.

I trust you are keeping well and enjoying your task. With
warm regards.

PS : Please do not hesitate to ask for any book which I may supply
or any other help I can give you.
213. Calcutta-6, 6-5-65

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah: I am in receipt of your letters
dated the 1st and the 3rd inst.
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I'he passage on page 288 ("The departing night's ") 1s
not a translation but quotation from Tagore's ariginal English
writing. to be found in Lekhan (facsimile print of Tagore's
autograph bits).

So far as 1 am aware the only book of Shaw that was
translated into Bengali was Mrs. Warrens's Profession. 1 shall
inquire 1if any of his plays has been translated into Bengali in
verse recent times. No good play has come out in the last
two or three years. The plays that are successful on the stage
or on the screen are not worthy of consideration as literary
pieces. A few youngsters like Atanu Sarvadhikari, who has one
or two small plays to his credit may achieve success as a
playwright in near future. Or he may not. A really good play
has little chance of winning popularity.

[ am sending you a copy of Tagore's Remimiscences
(Bengali original) in a day or two.
El

8. 3050 BDD® VIOOB
214. Ernakulam, 29-1-55

My dear Sri Sitaramiah : The fine time we had in your
room and your excellent recitation of Masti's poems - these
are quite green in my memory. How could I ever forget you
when I think that the thing I most enjoyed during my Annamalai
visit was your friendship. Actually the first thing I did when
| went to Bangalore was to look you up, and I was really
disheartened to know that you were gone to Mysore. Now
to know that you would be there at B'lore for the recital is
added incentive for me to come.
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When | accepted the invitation to participate in the Conference.
I 'had no clear 1dea of the arrangements to be made there
tor the representation of different poets. You know, [ do not
like very much to spoil Malayalam poetry with my harsh recital
As far as my poems are concerned. the rhythm is essentially
internal and it does not matter much if | read them. But with
most of the other poets, this is not the case. If you could (with
Mrs. Menon's help) get any Malayalee who can sing well, i.e.
from B'lore itself, it would be very convenient. We will select
the poems and send them to you. From the ancient, [ think
Cherusseri, Ezhuthachan and Kumaran asan, Changampuzha,
Vailopillil, N.V Krishna Warrior, Balamani Amma and myself.
I will try to get the poems translated-atleast some of them.
Then T will let you know the full details.

Most probably N.V. Krishna Warrior and Vailopillil Sreedhara
Menon will be accompanying me. Please convey my regards
to Mrs. Menon. Hoping to see you in good health.

P.S: 1 wish to let you know that I am not a Master of Arts.

215, Ernakulum 26-1-66

My dear Sri Sitaramiah : Regret I fail to respond to your
loving letter earlier. I was laid up with Bronchitis.

Shri N.V. Krishna Warrior, our common friend, gave me
a detailed description of all that happened at Delhi. I am happy
you have presented Kannada's claim well. It is natural. But
I know that you received the news with great joy. I do not
know, my esteemed friend, how to express my heartfelt thanks
for your warm felicitations.

Will you kindly contribute an article on our great poet and
philosopher Shri Gundappa for my little magazine 'Thilakam'.
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I shall make arrangements to get it translated into
Malavalam.

&0®*. ¥ vl &a3dodd
216. Mysore-2, 18-7-57

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah: Many thanks for your letter of
the 16th. I was sorry not to be able to see you on Sunday
since the man who had driven me to Bangalore in his car had
to start back for Mysore unexpectedly early on Sunday. I hope
to have the pleasure of meeting you on Friday.

You must kindly forgive my inability to accept a talking
engagement now: I am writing a book and that takes all my
time and energy. I expect to be free in November. We should
discuss a project for a later day perhaps when we meet on
Friday.

Foo™ UoSoUox® 0300

217. 3, Rue de La Vieteire, Soisons, Aisne, France, 16-5-1934

Dear Mr. Seetharamayya: Herewith at last I am forwarding
to you the article under separate cover, and [ am indeed very
sorry for this delay. Monsieur Autant took more time than he
had hoped to send it on to me, and I on this side postponed
sending it on to you for some considerable time due to my
poor health which hardly permits me to do all [ should. In any
case as you are in holidays now [ presume that it will come
in time for the article to get into your next issue.
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Ot course you can cut out some parts of the article if you
should find any part of it irrelev(a)nt to your needs. I hope

the little note 1 send you about the activities of the authors
would be of use.

The winter has been terrible for me. But with the sun
becoming more and more "Indian" [ am getting better, and
therefore capable of more work. I have now read almost all
the books you were so kind as to give me and my wife and
I liked particularly your "Pampayatre”, which I think should be
translated into English. I should indeed be most happy if you
can do it yourself, and though I cannot promise, it might interest
one or two magazines | have in mind. Please let me know
if you think you would do it? Of course if it gets accepted
it would be paying affair.

With kindest regards of my wife and me.

. ToPIN® 000w
218. 14-6-1951

Dear Prof. Sitaramayya: Yes, I am booked for 2 talks at
the Ind. Inst. of Culture. I hope all of you will attend. It is
indeed a great pleasure that Masti's 60-purti is coming off on
the same days. I am thankful to you for the invitation for dinner
on 19th night at 9 PM.

I don't know if this important event of Kannada world will
draft away the audience from me. One of my inducements
to go Bangalore for these lectures is your circle.

[ am thankful to you also for inviting me to stay with you.
But I have already arranged to stay with two of my Brothers-



in-law at Malleswaram (Address C/o S. Mani, [Agent, Imperial
Bank-on leave] 516/1, 8th Main Road, Malleswaram).

Where is the dinner to be on 19th night? I shall be thankful
to you to see that notices of my lecture are sent by Sri
Doraiswami to Sri M. Anantasami Rao (Botany) who | am
told has been transferred to Bangalore from Mysore.

219. Madras, 13-9-1951

My dear Sri V.C.: Yours of 8/9. There is no page-limit; you
can go your full length. Send it as early as possible. Dr. Sastri,
Head of the Exp. Psychology, Dept. of Ind., Inst. of Science
promised to send for our journal an article in English on his
laboratory findings on the Rasa Theory. I reminded him
but there is no reply. Please see if this could be got. Thanks.

P.S: We have brought out 2nd revised edn. of Prof. S. Kuppuswami
Sastri's Primer of Indian Logic. Rs. 10/-. Kindly order a copy for your
college. -

220. Madra_s-4, 25-4-1952

Dear Sri V.C.: Your P.C. of 18/4. As I was at Tirupati for
3 days I could reply immediately to you.

Re: 'Janasrayi' two mss. are known and they have been
the sources of editions or transcripts here, at Tirupati and Trivendrum.

In the Sri Venkateswara Oriental Series, M.R. Kavi has
issued an edition of this same Janasrayi’ which also you will
get. You may notice the two together.

On 'Janasrayi', see Journal of Oriental Research,
Vol. XVII, Pp. 138-157 for an account by VAR Sastri and
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M. Krishnamachar's Classical Skt it Pp. 903-8. Much of
the same matter is given in all these contributions. You please

throw some light. share vour knowledge with us.

221, Madras, 31-5-1952

My dear Sri VC. Your P.C. of 23/5. I am not surprised
you find precious little in the editor's Preface. The editors are
just fathers who have offered their Kanyas to you to enjoy:;
I suppose tomorrow's Sunday Hindu will carry your review.
Did you hear from HD Velankar about your review in JOR
of his Jayadaman'. He has not written anything to me! I have

to review his Jayadaman' for the Hindu! You can understand
how I am hesitating!

When Madras was floating I was at Trivendrum for a MA
meeting, then went to Kanyakumari and spent 6 days at
Courtallam Waterfalls which were really an enjoyment and
returned here only this morning.

I wonder if you met Mr. Derret of London School of Ori.
Studies who is a student of Kannada.

222. Madras-5, 17-11-1964

My dear Friend: Thanks for your kind letter of O9th
November. [ am sorry to have missed Lucknow PEN. There
is difficulty in getting leave for such things.

The enclosed list gives you Puranas where the Parvati
Kalyanam story is narrated. Besides these there is Parvati
Parinaya in the illustrative version of Udbhata's Kavyalamkara
Sarasamgraha and there is also the play of that name by
Vamana Bhatta Bana.
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223 Madras-4, 28-5-1967

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah: 1 am very glad to hear from you
after a long time. I did not come to the Jnanapitha meeting
as they were contemplating of having some other Member who
would attend more regularly, in my place; I have been not able
to help the deliberations much.

The article of Prof. Gopalakrishna Iyer on the Prosody of
the Gita Govinda, as well as the article on the Prosody of
the Upanisad, was published in the Journal of Oriental

Research, Madras. I can try to find out copies of the issues
for you.

There is no English translation of Weber's studies. There
is a short article in the J.O.R., Madras, by Randle, former
Librarian of the India Office, on the scanning of Sanskrit
metres. Ksemendra's Suvrttatilaka is easily available because
the Kavyamala Gucchakas where it was published has been
reprinted and also the Sanskrit Academy of the Osmania
University, Hyderabad, has brought out a recollection of the
shorter works of Ksemendra in which this is included. I do
not know where exactly Velankar's Census of metres and their
use in Khanda Kavyas has been published. Recently his
students presented a volume to him in which there may be
a Bibliography of Velankar's writings.

2724. Madras-14, 26-7-1969

Dear Sri Sitaramiah: A Dictionary of technical terms in
Music is being compiled for the Central Sangeeta Akademi.
We have appointed scholars and Vidwans from different regions
to go through literature written in local languages or printed
in local script and prepare notes on them citing references to
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the source. Could you suggest anybody to do this work for
Kannada source? One scholar, a Shankarmurti, agreed and after
sometime declined. We have got materials almost from all
regions. Kannada alone remains to be examined. Please suggest
suitable names.

225, Mysore-5, 10-12-1970

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : As you may see from the enclosed,
the Mys. Univ. in collaboration with the Bangalore, Karnatak
and other universities have proposed to celebrate the Birth
Centenary of the late Prof. Hiriyanna on the 6th May 1971.
It is proposed to bring out on the occasion, commemoration
volume to perpetuate the revered memory of the celebrated
scholar. On behalf of the Editorial Committee I request you
to contribute an article in 3000 words on any topic of Indological
interest (or any topic dealt with by the late Prof.Hiriyanna in
his writings) to the organizers within 31st January 1971 and
cooperate with us for the success of the celebrations.

Further information, if any, may be had of the Secretary,
Hiriyanna Centenary Celebrations, University of Mysore, Oriental
Research Inst. Mysore-5. Thanking you in anticipation and with
regards.

226. Madras-14, 6-4-1973

Dear Friend: This is to introduce to you a young friend from
Bangkok who is working on the Thai version of the Ramayana
and is going round India to meet scholars in Ramayana and
also to see places of interest for the subject. In Sanskrit her
name is Madani Ratni and her university is in Sanskrit Dharma
Sastra University.
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I shall be glad if vou give some time to clarify certain
questions she has on the Ramavana

=
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227. Bangalore, 26-12-1961

My dear Shri Sitaramiah: Today | am sending by Regd.
parcel eight paintings to the Editor of Illustrated Weekly of

India. 1 have not written to him anything being the communication
of letters are with you only.

The numbers of the pictures printed in the catalogue are:-
No.7, 13, 14, 36, 54, 69, 77 and 110.

Please write to him requesting to use no. 13, "Royal
Procession" on the cover in the same issue. I hope return (my
paintings) undamaged, as soon as the editor finishes the use
of them. Hope they will pay me well also.

228. Bangalore, 12-1-1962

My dear Shri Sitaramiah: [ am leaving Bangalore for Cochin
on the 15th Jan. evening train. I shall be back again-only on
the 15th of Feb. That means I shall be away for a- month.
26th Dec., I sent 8 paintings to the Editor of Illustrated Weekly
by registered post. Received no acknowledgement yet! Please
let me know if you have received any letter from 'Raman'’.
I wish I could see you-before my departure. I shall try
on monday morning-for a flying visit to you all and say

good-bye.
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229

Bangalore, 17-7-1962

My dear Shri Sitaramiah: Sorry I could not write to you

a bit earlier. 1 thank you for the delightful write-up. Every one

liked it much. 1 am grateful to you. I have not received the
5 paintings yet.

This afternoon, Mrs. Pandit is kindly visiting my Studio. |
do not know whether Panditji also coming or not. I am just
busy arranging things around me. | hope Mrs. Pandit will enjoy
with my paintings. Please wish me luck.

P.S: Do drop in please whenever you feel like it. I shall be delighted.

230. Madras-28, 20-12-1965

My dear Shri Sitaramiah: I was delighted to have your letter
of 8th Dec. which was redirected to me-the other day from
Bangalore. I shall be too glad to do an emblem for your College,
when I come back from my trip to Santiniketan. [ am leaving
for Santiniketan tomorrow on the 21st Dec., by the morning
Express, and shall reach there on the 23rd afternoon. I shall
be there for a couple of weeks and then go over to Delhi
for some time. At Delhi I shall be staying with our good friend
Shri Nittoorji. You know his address, I believe. I may try my
hand on your desired 'emblem' when I am bit free at Delhi.
Do remind me and write to me please. I shall be at Delhi
by ‘the middle of Jan. or so.

My Santiniketan address: "Purna” (Ratanpalli), Santiniketan p.o.
West Bengal and of Delhi : 27, Safdarjung Road, New Delhi.

How are you getting on there my friend?
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Must be nice place, so | hear and understand from your
letter. The town along the Saravati Valley must be wonderful

Hope to be there some day with you-and enjoy your company

and your hospitabilities.

eyt ou® elpeso® oo

231. Bombay, 19-6-1953

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah : I have arrived here two days
back, but still I felt I am very much there. Bangalore cannot

be forgotten. It has given me such great kindness, affection, love.

I know you do not very much appreciate personal emotional
expressions. But if I did not express my feeling of deep
gratitude to you for the warm affection and consideration you
showered up on me, a complete stranger, I would be failing
in my duty. I really cannot find words expressive enough to
bring out the depth to which I am moved by the consideration
and kindness shown to me while I was there by all the friends
there, but most of all by you and by Shastriji too. Please convey
to him all my feelings expressed herein and my thanks.

I have met Prof. Hari Vallabh Bhayani yesterday and talked
to him about your interest in Prosody. I have asked to write
to you with regard to the same. He has promised to write
as soon as he can. Among our younger scholars in that line
he is one of the most promising and brilliant. I am sure he
will be useful to you.

The name of that book by R.V.Pathak is "Prachin Gujarathi
Chhando’ (Old Gujraathi metres). [ have not been able to

ascertain its price yet.
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But me.Bha_vani told me that another book by Sri Pathak
on the same subject was in the press. That is being printed in
Devanagari script. | think that will be easier for you to follow.

Now your college will be opening and you will be very busy,
very soon. May I request you, inspite of that, to take some

time now and then, and keep me in touch with your work
there?

The music of Kannada verses recited by you on that day
is still ringing in my ears.

[ hope I will be able to hear soon from you.

Please give my best regards to Sri.Subramanya Shastri and
Shri Rajaratnam.

232. Bombay-24, 2-7-1953

My dear Prof.Sitaramiah : Immediately on my return here
I have written a letter to you. I hope you have received it.

I had talked about your interest in Prosody to Dr.Hari
Vallabh Bhayani and Prof Ramnarayan V. Pathak. Bhayani
was telling me that he was very favourably impressed with
your review of Jayadaman and that he had written to you
directly. He told me also that he had sent a copy of his
'Sandesh Rasak' to you. I hope you have received it.

Prof. Pathak also was similarly impressed and he has
expressed a desire to meet you personally and discuss with
you metres in vogue in the South, when you are next in Bombay.
He has also sent me an offprint of his article on Dohas which
appeared in the Baroda University magazine. I am sending
that on to you. I hope you will feel interested.
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| have been looking out for a copy of Prakrit Pingal for
vou.  If 1t 1s available | shall buy one for vou [ remember

you have asked me to buy it at any price

| remember with deep love and warm affection the happy

time | have spent in your company at Bangalore

Please convey my deep regards to Shri Subramanya Shastrij,
Shri Rajaratnam and Prof. Murthy Rao. [ hope all the other

friends there are happy. When are you coming over to this
side?

33, Bombay-24, 4-10-1953

My dear Prof.Sitaramiah, : It is after really a very long time
that I am writing to you. But that does not mean that | have
forgotten you or your kind lcve, at all. I do not know whether
you will believe me but every day I remember Bangalore and
all of you. The intensity of it some times surprises even me.

Unfortunately you cannot read Gujarati otherwise you would
feel the truth of my statement through an article I have written
about my two month's stay in your beautiful city. It is published
in 'Samskriti' in two instalments.

I very much wanted that you and other friends should know
as to what I have written therein. I have therefore requested
my friend Parasmalji there, to convey to you the sentiments
I have expressed therein. I have given him your address, too.
Has he come to you yet? He is a merchant in Chickpet. The
name of his firm is, State Trades. He is interested in Jainistic
Studies and he is running an organization called "Jain Mission
Society".
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| shall feel very much obliged if you let me know if he
has come to you and told you about it all. | would very much
hike Sn K. Vliyer to know what | feel about him. He was so
kind and so helpful! 1 am sure if you know what is there in
the article Sri Subramanya Shastri will also know about it. |
had to mention both of you very often.

You must be busy with the college these days. What new
things have you written? What new things are there for

reading? Can you suggest some good things?

Please convey my best regards and remembrances to Sri
Shastri, K.V. lyer and G.P.Rajaratnam. 1 do not think you come
across Ashwathanarayana Rao or Nagaraja Rao. If you can

please convey namaskaras to Sri Masti Venkatesha lyengar.
I shall feel obliged.

234. Bombay-24, 6-11-1953

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah : I was about to pen this letter
to you just now in order to send to you New Year's greetings,
when I chanced up on a news item in the news paper which
made me extremely happy. Now please accept my two fold
congratulations and good wishes. One for the occasion of the
New Year, another for your being elected to preside over
the Sammelan of Kannada Sahitya Parishat at Kumta in
December.

Where is Kumta? How far is it away from Bombay? | would
have to run up there if it is not very far from here. Only,
I would not be able to understand the deliberations at such
an important session.
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I really feel very happy that this honour comes to such
a verv deserving person. | feel proud that it comes to a

very dear friend whom | have leamnt to love and respect

I would very much like to get that article about Bangalore
translated into English but unfortunately it is quite a big one
and 1 do not think any editor of an English daily or weekly
would care to spare so much space. I would very much wish
it to be translated into Kannada and published in a paper like
'Jeevana'. The Kannada readers and writers should know what
an outsider like me has felt about them and their lovely city.
But that too may not be possible.

Please convey my hearty Divali and New Year greetings
to Shastriji and all other friends there. By the way, what has
happened to that article of mine about Short story in Gujarati?
Has it appeared in Kannada Nudi. Will you please ask Shastriji
about 1t?

hoded DTS, degdaﬁ ®z3003
235. Madras-10, 16-3-1958

My dear Sri Sitaramiah : Thank you very much indeed for
your P.C of the 13th instant. Have been wanting to write to
you for some days past but it was getting postponed due to
all sorts of add work.

Eliot's ‘On Poetry & Poets' is not available in Bombay, it
will take a couple of months to arrive from England. Now that
a copy is available at Bangalore please don't miss getting it;
[ shall cancel my order.
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Shall instruct Mr. Mahadevan to send you the Ist volume
ot Natva Sastra. V.P.P. is a costly affair. It'll be sent on to

vou by Book Post.

And how are things with you. My work for the Book merely

council moves on in a classically humdrum manner. Can't help it.

Delhi should have been fine for a sojourner inspite of the
loo. After your return you might have written some torrid poetry,
seeing all those plantations of Royal tombs, the nottiness of
New Delhi and the indescribable filth of the old. Nothing like
home.

My wife sends her greetings to you. The children are quite
well, the son has begun to swim-into what Ken-too early to
say.

Am posting of to you a copy of the latest Book News.

236. New Delhi-5, 4-2-1966

Dear Sir : Thank you very much indeed for your kind letter
of Jan. 27th addressed to my husband. About a month ago
he had an acute attack of blood pressure and has been confined
to the bed since. He is getting better and is able now to sit
up. The doctor who is treating him has advised him complete
rest for another couple of weeks. He is on strict liquid diet.
He says he is at peace with himself but not with the world.
After the day you had called to see him he was talking for
hours together about you and his visits to Bangalore during
which he saw you, and was quite nostalgic for your company
and the city. He doesn't like the extreme climate of Delhi; he
found Hyderabad a sleepy hollow; and Madras humid beyond
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endurance. He has been long toying with the idea of settling

down n Bangalore.

Your warm hearted friendship is a precious possession to

him and your kind words have given him much comfort.

He will be writing to you as soon as he is in a position
to do so. Yours Sincerely, Annapoorna Isvaran.

V8080 Beed 83000

237. Ahmedabad-6, 9-11-1960

My dear Sri V. Sitaramiah: It was very very sweet of you
to have addressed to me on May 1, 1960 expressing your joy
at Shri Ravishanker Maharaj's blessing the inauguration of the
new state of Gujarat Sabaramati Ashram. Immediately after
that I left Ahmedabad and was away for the remaining part
of the vacation and could not write to you earlier, for which
I owe an apology to you.

Little Svati has grown up and is picking up a little of
Bharatnatyam at the school in the extra hours. Nandini is
reading for her B.A. Examination. The children and Jyotsna—
all of us were very very happy to hear from you. I think we
should come that side to meet Svajans like you. What are you
doing at present? Any new poems? Any critical work?
I hope you are keeping excellent health and all the family is

happy.

238. New Delhi, 30-9-1979

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah: Thank you so much for your
loving message on my taking up the assignment as the Acharya
of Vishva-Bharati University. It is a big responsibility. However,
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it has to be shouldered even as a small attempt at repaying
the Rishi-rin, the debt to the sages. How sweet of you to recall
how it was Tagore who brought us together on a common
forum in Bombay and how 1 took the liberty of sending to
vou from Calcutta a collection of Tagore's writings during the
Centenary Year (I had almost forgotten about it)! The trip you
and Mastiji made to Santiniketan in the '30s must have been
very exciting and fruitful. Believe it or not, I have not seen
Tagore. He visited Ahmedabad in 1928 or so, but there was
no public appearance and I missed seeing him. In 1937 late
summer there was held in Calcutta an all-India Writers'
Conference and Tagore was to be present at the Inaugural
function. I was invited-I wonder how, because I should have
been little known, to preside over one session. However, I had
not the money to take the trip. But, believe me, I have never
felt that the intimacy is any the less because of the lack of
a personal encounter.

You will recall when Gandhiji saw Gurudev last at Santiniketan,
the latter handed over a closed envelop to the former at the
time of parting. It came to be known later, that it contained
a request from the Poet-he had commended Ashram to the
Mahatma(Great Fakir)'s care.

It was a great pleasure to have been with you in early
August, even for a short while. Svati sends Pranams to you.

That day, nor on the day of my return, I could contact the
brilliant advocate Miss. Pramila, MLA. I did meet Mastiji and
back in his presence for a pretty half-hour.

How are the little children and everybody at home? Svati
and I will be reaching Ahmedabad by the next week.

With affectiqnate Pranams.
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239 Bombay-16, 27-11-6)3

My dear Sectaramaya - | felt delighted to hear from you

It reminded me the exacting time we had together. These days

I am extremely busy with several projects in hand. Mr. Karanth

1s back with his wife to attend to her medical treatment. You

will be sorry to hear that she has to undergo an operation of

the Uterus. Thank Heaven, she is in the best hand possible.
Karanth is passing through a trying period.

I will write to you in detail after Leela undergoes the
operation. We are sure it will be a thorough success.

vagaiddzdé (8.9. ¥20h0%) ©z3dods
240. Madras-6, 6-11-1955

My dear Professor Sitaramaiah: This is in continuation of
the talk we had when | came to Bangalore last week.

A specimen of the journal which I edit under my pen name
'Krishna Chaitanya' is coming to you with this letter so that
you can judge the quality and range of our journal, which
incidentally is the oldest art journal in India.

The idea of requesting you for an article came to me when
[ saw your review of Srikanthiah's work on poetics. There is
no English work giving a complete history of Indian poetics
from early to modern times, comparable to the works available
in English dealing with European poetics from the time of
Aristotle. | was wondering whether you could give an
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outline history of Indian poetics in a series of three or four
articles. These are my ideas of the nature and scope of the

SCres:

1) It should be a complete story in the sense that though
it 1s only an outline, the continuity will be maintained, the names
of writers given in chronological succession, with accounts of
their work, mentioning the dates in which they lived and the

names of their works.

2) While dealing with each writer, after giving a brief
summary of his views, you might also add a para of evaluation
in the light of modern psychological and aesthetic knowledge.
This 1 felt was the most important point which you yourself
raised in your review of Srikanthiah.

3) The length of each article in the series could be between
2000 and 3000 words.

Our journal is not a commercial publication and I myself
have been working as editor on an honorary basis. Nevertheless,
[ feel it is rather unfair to ask you to take on so important
work without some slight compensation for the trouble. I could
promise you an honorarium of Rs.40/- for each article in the
series. I know that this is very meagre payment, but | hope
you would regard it as a token gesture rather than an adequate
remuneration.

Our journal is a bi-annual, i.e, it comes out once in six
months. The first article in the series may please be got ready
by January 15. The article can either be sent to me at the
above address or given to Venkoba Rao, who will send it to
me.
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O yonrnal, though e circulation 1s 1500, does go to literary
and art societies in A5 countries. The Fxternal Affairs Ministry
i buying bulk copies from us for this purpose. So it has got
a pood veadership and that 1« why | feel we would benefit

from a contribution of the quality | can expect from you.

241, Madras-6, 2-2-1956

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah : Thanks very much for the article.
I am patting myself on the back for my good sense in having

approached you. This is a really good contribution.

1) 1| was glad to see passing references to Maritime and
Mallarme my old favourites. However, I do not know what
to think about your approximation of the concept of the
Sahrdaya with empathy, which [ thought dealt with the
physiology of certain kinds of perception, involving incipient
visceral mimicry, rather than the funded treasure of one's
culture, which brings in wealth to appreciation. But this is a
case of my opinion being against that of a far higher authority
and | am leaving it alone.

2) | am doing my best to make my material intelligible
to the average person who is interested in art, both in India
and the West. (We have got a small readership in Europe and
America). Therefore, | feel that certain of the technical terms
you use will need a slight elaboration for our readers. Could
you please give me a three or four-line definition of each of
the following terms. | will incorporate them into the text :

i, Dhvani, as conceived by Ananda Vardhana.

i, Rasapratiti.
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m. Dhvam Sakt.
iv. Rasa dhvani.

v. latparya Sakti.

vi.  Anumiti,
vii.  Vakrokti.
vill. Aucitya.

IX. Sausabdya.

4) On page 14 you used the term 'Arthagabhirata’. [s it
'gabhirata’ or 'gambhirata'? I would not know in any case.
That is why I am checking up.

5) On page 14 you have a Sanskrit quotation from
Bhamaha. What would be the English transliteration?

6) Writing for ordinary mortals, I have developed a horror
for diacritical marks and spelling. So, I hope you will not have
a fit when you see words like 'carvana' spelt as 'charvana'.
You must excuse this weakness. I nearly lost my reason when
I came across Nilakanta Sastry's History of the Colas. For
a moment I thought he was talking about Coco-Cola, the symbol
of American culture.

7) I note that in your letter you have thrown out a delicate
feeler tempting me to say: "Enough unto the day ........... " But
I am afraid I am going to ignore the bait. Please work on
the second article on Natya Sastra. You will have about 4
to 5 months.

8) I am afraid the series can't stop with the second article
even. You must do a third article, the cue for which will be
your own last paragraph, filling in the outlines of the intuitions
and dim perceptions of the old writers and linking up and
expanding their latent insights in the light of European aesthetics.
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That will be mostly your contribution rather than a narrative

of old theories. I look forward to reading it. But we have plenty
of time.

9) Apart from poetics, do you think you would be able
to work on similar material on the other arts? There are texts
on architecture (like Kanasara, Silparatna etc.), painting and
sculpture (like Vishnu Dharmottara). If you have not been

dabbling in these, could you please recommend somebody whom
I can approach?

242, Madras-6. 3-8-1956

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah: You must have interpreted my
long silence as typical of the graceless behaviour of editors
who plague contributors till they get the stuff and forget them
promptly. Actually the real trouble has been that after my
coming away from Delhi, | have had to do things by long
distance control, which is never quite happy. A new Publications
Committee has manifested itself like some unsightly ectoplasm
at Delhi and according to themselves they are supposed to be
doing overall control. They seem to be of the opinion that the
"Roopa-Lekha' should devote itself only to articles on sculpture
and painting. But | have insisted that whatever be the policy
in the future, the old commitments should stand and sooner
or later, probably the latter, your article will be published, though,
unless your expectation of life 1s pretty impressive, you may
perhaps not live to see it. The mentation of the fossils in Delhi
is pretty slow. They must be rare instances of cortical mutations.

| had told them that they can make their mind some time
during the present century, but as the article was commissioned,
remuneration for the contributor cannot be held up any longer.
After some exhausting arguments, | have received the enclosed
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cheque for onward transmission Please acknowledge it to me

al voul conveniience

[ do not know when | will be visiting Bangalore next,
but you are wamed that the visit will mean a visitation for

you

243 Madran-6, 20-8-1956

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah : Sorry | could not reply to your
letter. | was tied up with the Presidential visit and some other
things.

I had very little hopes that you would accept the cheque.
But | had to gamble and | seem to have lost,

But one little point | should clear, | gather from your letter
that you may have the feeling that my board in Delhi felt the
article was not acceptable on its own merits. That definitely
is not true. In fact, they thought highly of it. Between you
and me | don't attach much importance to their views, either
way. But | am merely mentioning a fact. The real difficulty
however was that the board felt that we should stick to
sculpture and painting. | am very much against this because
as a journal is devoted to these arts, we are a poor second
to 'Marg', which has all the backing of Tata's money behind
it, and India really does not have a high-class journal devoted
to all the arts, This was a serious issue with me and | sent
in my resignation on it. [ am continuing merely because our
president, Sir Usha Nath Sen, who is a very old man and
actually is an invalid, asked me to continue and | really cannot
go against his wishes. But I am hoping to convince the morons
when I get a chance to go to Delhi. So, the difficulty arose
not over any particular article. There were several others also,
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one on Dance in Andhra and the other on Children’'s Theatre
They were also shelved by the board.

My friend, Dr.Sinha, who is the Director of the Publications
Division of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. who
saw your article, would like to publish it in the 'March of India’.
I call this journal the 'March Hare of India', but all the same
it 1s a fairly high-class publication. If you haven't seen it, please
tell Venkoba Rao and he may send you a copy. They have
a habit of giving a four-to-five line write-up about 'Our
Contributors'. Could you very kindly let me have a short dope

on you, especially stressing your writings on poetics and other
allied subjects?

I hope to God you would not complicate the matter further
by refusing permission to publish the article in the 'March of
India'. The fact that you didn't take a dim view of me in spite
of the skulduggery on the part of my board is due to the happy
accident that you happen to be an extraordinarily fine person.
The luck may not be repeated and if you create any difficulties,
Dr.Sinha will take it out of me.

I might add that the 'March of India' is a government
publication and pays its contributors.

I have been reading up quite a lot of material on Indian
poetics and I have retained a copy of your article in my files.
The original is with the Publications Division. If you are in
a hurry, I can make out another copy from my copy and send

it on to you. Otherwise, you will probably not mind waiting
for its appearance in the 'March of India'.

Can I have that write-up about you within a week or

so?
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244, New Delhi-2, 20-11-1958

My dear Prof. Sitaramiah: 1 owe you an abject apology for
not having replied to your letters, both of which 1 received,
and in time. What happened was that 1 was terribly busy with
the National Development Council meeting and in addition, |
had to edit a souvenir for the All-Kerala Literary Conference.
Everything else had to wait, including my own personal affairs.

Your problem is rather difficult and I don't see the possibility
of a solution. People drawing pension get their pay refixed when
they get re-employed. This is a routine botheration and I wish
you could have put up with it. However, it is no use worrying
now about the step you have already taken. From the 1. &
B. Ministry we have very little commissioned work for outside
writers. The Publication Division of the Ministry occasionally
brings out Kannada pamphlets and | have asked the Deputy
Director to keep you in view. He will do that, but again, there
is nothing immediate.

| wonder whether you can get some contacts with the USIS
people. They bring out lot of Kannada material and they pay

liberally too.

If Mr. Krupanidhi who is now Editor of the "Deccan Herald"
can be of any help to you, I could write to him on your behalf.
But you might first explore whether there is any concrete way
in which he can give you immediate help.

145 New Delhi 16, 6-11-1965

.Dcar Shri Sitaramiah: Your letter. Thanks. | wonder whether
anyone has so far cared 1o tell you that your calligraphy does
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not match your mind in brilliant clarity. It was a job deciphering
your letter. As a matter of fact, I am still at it

The self-disparagement in connection with the review struck
me as truly oriental in its modesty. You may not know this,
but when 1 was posted in Madras and had to visit the Bangalore
PIB often, 1 hunted you up because | was fascinated by one
of your reviews of a work on Poetics in The Hindu. As a
matter of fact, my writing this book was an act of desperation-

since men much better qualified, like you for instance, did not
bother to do it.

I completely agree with you on the need for a new myth
for modern India. Why not use the columns of my journal for
a bit of thinking aloud on the subject?

246. New Delhi-16, 17-4-1979

Dear Professor Sitaramiah: For some reason your letter of
April 7 reached here only today. I am sorry to learn that you
have been ill. I hope you are perfectly o.k. by now.

Sarada Prasad subsequently discovered that what he had
stumbled on was some typing error. He told me he was writing
to you. That is why I didn't write. The talk has been announced
for April 27, 6.30 p.m. at the India International Centre. I will
be presiding at the Function- for what it is worth. Sarada will
read out the talk. I shall write to you again after the function.

Dr. Raghavan's parting was a loss to me. He is one of
the two people who generated an interest in Sanskrit Poetics
in me. But he was not the first. That was you. You had a
small review of some old text (was it Kuntaka?) in the Hindu
sometime in 1955 or 56. At that time I was in Madras. That
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was the first great estimate | contacted Raghavan and read
through everything written by him. And in 1965 all this bore
fruit in my book on the same subject.

1 don't know whether you know it. But | have been working
on the Pentalogy on Freedom, integrating modern science and
the old intuitions. Four volumes have already come out: The
Physics and Chemistry of Freedom (1972); The Biology of
Freedom (1975). The Psychology of Freedom (1976); The
Sociology of Freedom (1978). [ have now started on the
concluding volume: Freedom and Transcendence. It may take
five years. But it is very exciting and keeps me thirty years
younger than my senile sixty. If you can lay hands on these
books, please glance through them. Buying to read through will
be tiresome. But the preface and epilogue in each volume sum
up its argument.

247. New Delhi-16, 27-4-1979

Dear Prof. Sitaramiah: I have just returned from the talk.
It went off well. We got our audience which, though not big,
was bigger than we had for the opening talk of this series
and usually have for talks at the centre. My opening remarks
were few: reminiscences of my contact with you and the fine
effect it has had on me. Sarada prefaced the reading of the
paper with an extensive profile of you, which was a revelation
to me too, since I had not known that you have written on
economics and also the Dharma Sastra.

Sarada did a good thing in reciting the original verses also
along with your translations. Even for people not knowing
Kannada, it was an experience: the quiet dignity to which
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ordinany spoech thythme were elevated the alliterations and
aleo resonances, the cadential pawses, the definitive rests

After the lecture, since there seemetd to be genuine interest,
and on the prompting of some foreigners, Sarada read from
Ramanujam's translations of the four Kannada Saint-poets in
the Penguin classic edition. 1 liked your paper immensely when
I first read it and liked it even more in the lecture. You have
been able to resurrect a whole epoch with its cross-currents
of concepts and turbulent history. As | said at the lecture, here
was the phase of Indian history as fascinating as that of
Reformation in Europe during the time of Luther.

Well, thanks once again for the response to our request.
If other people were half as responsible as you, | would be
far more optimistic about being able to continue with this series.
I asked Uma Shankar Joshi to do a talk on a Gujarati Saint
on whom he has already done a book. [ have been reminding
him for the last six months. That is how it is.

P.S: | learnt of your book on Valmiki's Ramayana only from Sarada™.
He is sending the book to me tomorrow. If time is left to me after [ finish
my fifth volume of the Pentalogy on Freedom, I want to do a study of

the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Bhagavata.

* H. Y. Sharada Prasad.

&0, 9. ogdw' ©z300d
248. Bombay, 10-2-1966

» . :

Dear Mr.Sitaramiah: | was overjoyed to see your letter of
the 31st January. I very much value your appreciation of my
sketch of Shri Shastri. Shastri was a good man and we all
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liked him sincerely. 1 suppose the sketch | have made was
a true expression of my own deep feeling for the man.

I hope this finds you in good health.

o 0. ﬁd&odo:% ®z3000
249. Mysore-6, 21-1-1967

My dear Sir: | thought I could add a line to what is in
the enclosure and that is to say the University proposed to
publish the papers and the discussions that follow as they are
expected to contribute significantly to an appraisal of our literary
output of the past fifty years.

[ shall be most grateful if you could kindly arrange to let
me have the title of your paper and say a word or two to
indicate its scope so as to avoid duplication. As you would
see, each literature will be represented by two, sometimes three,
writers the object being to cover as much of it as we possibly
can. After hearing from the other writers, I shall write again,
if necessary, for any clarification or adjustment of the areas
of treatment.

Would you be so good as to indicate your acceptance of
our invitation together with the title of your paper before the
29th of this month? The paper itself may reach me about the
20th of March so as to enable me to have it duplicated for
distribution among the participants. Each paper may not
ordinarily exceed 3000 words, and may please be typed if
possible.

We hope to have a few foreign observers too. It is our
sincere hope that the conference would be a real success with
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a compact group of 25.-30 dedicated writers from all over the

country and a few from abroad living together in an atmosphere
of informality for four days

The other writers invited in your language are Prof VK
Gokak, Sri K. Shivaram Karanth.

PS: Hope this will not go astray and you could come Value your
presence

250. Mysore-6, 13-2-1967

Dear Sir : You say my notice was forbidding but your reply,
if I may say so, is not less forbidding! Please permit me to
tell you confidentially that of all the replies that | have so far
received you are the only person who has hit the bull's eye.
Of that, more when I meet you. I did not write to you earlier,
it is because I was waiting for Prof. Gokak's reply, which has
come just now. He says that he should not like to go about
it when he is busy with other pressing matters though he would
very much like to participate in the conference. And so I am
afraid 1 will have to confront you with a proposition which
leaves no alternative to you. Don't you think that in view of
our somewhat negligible critical output in Kannada we would
do well to concentrate on poetry which some atleast like to
think has a major status. Shri Karanth has kindly agreed to
write on Fiction and I would be grateful if you could write
on poetry. I know it is a delicate operation but I simply fail
to think if anyone else can be trusted to fulfil this responsibility.
I know too that you certainly will not like to abdicate it. It
is far too important to be abdicated by anyone who has a
concern for life and literature.
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Could you kindly arrange to send your paper about the 3 1st

ol March?

PS 1 remember what you said in Delhi about the road journey

¢ d‘,‘mor wz3dodd
251. Dharwad, 24-1-1963

Dear Sir : The Vishveshvarananda Vedic Research Institute,
Hoshiarpur intends to bring out an anthology of modern Indian
poetry - original in Nagari script and the translation in English
- with the two objectives of introducing the contemporary poetic
activity of the various provincial literatures to one another, and
of presenting the modern Indian literary scene to the world
outside,

The Editor, Sri Mahendra Kalsreshtha, who is a friend of
mine, has approached me in this connection requesting for my
cooperation in the matter of collecting a few representative
specimens of modern Kannada poetry of the post-independence
period. The collection is to be made on the basis of a strict
selection in point of not merely a great general achievement,
but of representation in form and thought of modern Kannada
poetic genius. Your name is in the list of the twelve best
representatives of modern Kannada poetry that I have
sent to the editor who has asked me to approach you for a
poem.

While requesting you to permit us to include your poem

in the anthology, three suggestions are made for your kind
notice:
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I. The choice of the poem is left to the poet himself.

2. Except in exceptional cases, the translations be made

by the poet himself, in order to achieve the best rendering of
the spirit of the poem.

3. The length of the poem be not more than 25 lines, so

that as many poems as possible may be included in the limited
space of the publisher.

I hope you will kindly accede to our request and arrange
to send a poem both in the original and in the English translation.
However, if you are too busy to do the translation yourself,
the editors have no objection to a translation made by somebody
to your satisfaction.

May I have your poem by the 10th of February, as the
book is expected to go to press by the end of February?

252. Dharwad, 1-3-1963

My de;r Sir : I was out of headquarters for three days
hence the delay in acknowledging your very kind letter of the
22nd Feb., along with the enclosures of the selected poem with
your excellent translation.

[ am very happy to intimate to you that in my humble
judgement, your Englishing is the most readable in the dozen
I have received for the volume; let me add that the original
Kannada too, is no less powerful and brilliant. Some of the
others that have kindly responded to my appeal are - Profs.
Gokak, Bendre, Puttappa, Karki, Sriyuts K. S. Narasimha
Swami, Dinakar Desai, C. S. Kanavi, K. Raghavendra Rao
and Siddiah Puranik. I expect the anthology to be out in the
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course of a few months, as the V. V. R. Institute has its own

press.

Of your long poem, | have included the very opening section,
numbered one by you. The Kannada matter is still with the
Devanagarn typist; and as soon as it is received by me, I shall
be posting the material to the editor of the volume, with a short

prefatory note by me.

I shall be writing to the editor to arrange for sending a
complimentary copy to all the poets; and do hope that he will
gladly do it.

Once again, thanking you for the trouble taken and the
cooperation extended by you. With profound respect.

Dess. Bess. esegcm,s Pd w=00d
253. Mysore-9, 24 1969

My dear Sir: I learnt reliably that you thought very high
of my typescript, 'Metaphor and Symbol in the poets,
playwrights of England and America’, when it was referred

to you.

I value your opinion most as you are a scholar and a living
example of humanistic tradition. As the script is about to be
printed, may I have the privilege to quote you together
with Prof. Bonamy Dobre (he has done an introduction). If
you have no objection please let me have a copy of your

review.
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254 Mysore-9, 14-6-1973

My dear Sir: 1 am delighted to receive your letter. It is indeed
very thoughtful of vou to have blessed me. How gratifying for

vou as the T.L.S. restates what vou said sometime ago.

i
TSR 7933 0N w0
255. Satya Marg, New Delhi, Not dated

Prof. Sitaramiah: I am studying (on) the Gita-Govinda and
the Indian Arts.

[ shall be most grateful if you could very kindly let me have
any references to the Gita-Govinda in Kannada. Also if there
are any Kannada MSS on the Gita-Govinda.

Also if you know of Commentaries, an(n)otations, translations
of Gita-Govinda.

What are the connections between the later Champu
Prabandha and the Gita-Govinda.

If you can let me have these before you go, nothing like
it. If not, could you let me have the information at your
convenience.

Thank you. I shall be most grateful.

u
3dow® Toad® ¥a=3d0d
Director, Jatiya Natya Parishad, Calcutta
256. Madras, 12-11-1950

Dear Prof. Sitaramiah: 1 am in Madras for last two/three
days. 1 had enjoyed Ooty thoroughly and is enjoying Madras
equally well. Your letters were of great help to me and I am
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sure vou will be glad 10 leam that Mr (handrasekharan has
agreed 10 write on the Tamil Drama while Srr Bhaskaran on

Telugu Drama in mv book on Indian stage

[his letter is to thank you for introducing me to these persons
and 1o request you to write personally in five chapters the
development of Kannada Drama, for which you have devoted
so much of time and for which yvou have a sincere love and
devotion.

I am sure you will not disappoint me as | am depending
so much on you. This will be a volume containing chapters
on Sanskrit Drama i.e. upto 1000 AD. Then the no drama period
i.e. 1000-1300. After that the influence of English stage and
Dramas in every Indian language. Let it be a representative
book. Don't hesitate to put forth all the necessary details even
if the chapters are too big. Everything will depend on editing
which will be done by myself and Dr. Kalidas Nag, M.A., the
President of our Parishad.

Today I met Smt. Rukmini Devi along with Mr.
Chandrasekharan. I have promised to arrange all sorts of
felicitations for her next show at Calcutta. Our Parishad shall
work as her impressario.

Please write to my Calcutta address where [ shall reach
on Wednesday 15-11-50 morning.

257. Calcutta-20, 8-12-1950

Dear Prof. Sitaramiah: Indeed | am late in replying your
letter (of) 17th inst. But as you know, once you come back
to your table after a month's holiday it takes quite a lot of
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time just to clear the desk. Returning here I met Professors
of different Colleges and told them the help and encouragement
[ received from you and your friends. And I hope in near future
I shall be able to tour the Southem part with a troupe of my
Parishad, which I am sure, will receive every possible help,
love and cooperation from you.

About the book I like you to write, write everything that
you like to say about Kannada drama. Do not worry about
its volume but I think possibly in 4 chapters you can manage
to sum up your views. It is my belief, if we can produce a
book of its kind, the lovers of the dramatic art will receive
it with great enthusiasm.

I know you are too busy a man but even then you being
yourself a producer, rather a devotee of Kannada drama will
not be able to say a 'no' to my request.

Now in Calcutta there are amateur plays produced
about every week. I have booked the New Empire stage in
February - March for producing 3 plays. I shall be happy if
you'd find time to come here during those plays.

I trust this letter finds you in perfect health. Hoping an early
reply.

258. Calcutta- 20, 20-4-1951

Dear Prof. Sitaramiah : I am in receipt of your letter dtd.
16-4-51. It is only because I am leaving for Europe in this
June end I have been requesting you to send me the article
as soon as possible. I wish to get this printed before I leave
for U.K. so that I may present few copies to different theatrical



organisations. | have already received the article on Tamil
Drama by your friend Sri Chandrasekaran which is not more
than seven typed full-scape pages. He says that is adequate
now. So please do not trouble yourself to write two forms of
demy size if you think the matter is less. Let it be a
representative article which will trace the necessary developments
of Kannada drama and do not bother about its volume. Pray
send me those few pages by the end of this month or beginning
of May. Otherwise my whole Programme will be changed.
Please help me with your help and co-operation that I received
in past and hope to enjoy the same in future.

I know it is too much on my part to request you to send
the notes on maediaeval period but you know as well in this
world of today there are very few persons who are actually
interested in these sorts of artistic work. If it is simply
impossible for you please request someone else to answer Sri
Ashutosh Bhattacharya of Calcutta Museum, who is gathering
material to furnish an article on maediaeval period of Indian
drama; i1.e. 10th to 18th century.

I have not heard from my friend Sri Nagaraj Rao for a
long time. Is he out of Bangalore. Hope to receive your article

by 5th of May.

D. ¥. Doadroadhaan® vzddod
259. Mysore, 10-8-49

Dear Sir: You were kind enough to remember me, a few
days ago when you were here. And today, when I was thinking
of someone who could give me a credential, someone who
has known me for some time, and one who would be too kind

to deny a student's request, I very soon thought of you.
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The All India Radio has called me for an interview at
Bombay, for a Kannada Sub-Editor's post. They have asked

for a couple of testimonials, in support of my candidature. Could
vou kindly give me one?

I passed my B.A (Hons) in English Literature with a second
class. My minor subject was Kannada Literature, in which I
had the good fortune of being your student for a year. I have
also some literary experience in our language; Aakashavani,
AIR, Madras, Koravanji, Prajamatha and Pustaka Prapancha
have now and then accepted my articles (sketches, translations
and plays) for print or broadcast. The Mysore Karnataka
Sangha has given me some prizes in 1946 (short story) and

1947 (Essay and Poem), when you were President. So much
for myself.

The test will be on the 16th inst., and hence the urgency
of this letter. As good wishes always seem to carry me far,
you will please write me your blessings.*

I hope this will find you in the best of health and that you
will not find the trouble too troublesome.

* VSi's note on the top of the letter "sent on 13/8".

3. eSogdeantn® wxdod

260. Madras-4, 26-1-47

My dear Sir : The other day at the Ranade Hall your speech
on Purandara Dasa was some thing of a feast to my long-

starved ears. I marvelled at your felicitously termed phrases
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and nich diction. Your plea for greater consideration from
professional artists of Dasa's Padams and your strikingly fresh
approach to the greatness of the Composer was to me quite
an unusual tone. I wished to meet you after the meeting tho'

| couldn't.

Please accept my very genuine admiration of your superior
powers of speaking and interpreting literary thinkers.

261. Madras-4, 14-7-64

Dear Sri Sitaramiah: Your tribute to Masti's literary
achievements which appeared in the P.E.N. bulletin is a very
concise yet complete survey of his merit in literary art. The
limits of a Radio talk are evident in the brevity of your remarks
and comments. Still to one who is not totally unfamiliar with
Masti's literary and artistic mind, the analysis you have made
of his different approaches in fiction and poetry is indeed
satisfactory.

I did not know of your recent change of address. I got
it from Sri Sampathgiri Rao for which I am beholden to him.

I am extremely relieved to find atleast in Mysore you have
an objective and healthy outlook in literary assessments, unlike
Madras where only personal associations and prejudices ..........
judgements. I am thankful to you for enlightening me about
your own higher values, as otherwise you would not have given

the tribute which you have paid.

Believe me.
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262. Dacca (East Pakistan), 4-7-1956

Dear Sri Sitaramiah: | would request you to send me some
poems for the Indo-Pakistan miscellany I am compiling.

As | want to make the miscellany as representative as
possible, I would like you to send me the names and addresses
of writers in Kannada whom you think I should contact. I would
value suggestions from you for the miscellany.

I am enclosing you a copy of my letter which has appeared
in some of the leading news papers of India and Pakistan.

4
ri

263. Dacca (E.P.), 24-8-1956

My dear Sitaramiah: Thank you very much for your letter
of July 16. I shall expect your poems by the end of September.

You are right. I cannot include more than four or five writers
from each region. But I want to make the selection as
representative as possible. | have already written to some of
the writers, whose names you have so kindly given. However,
I would request you to tell me whom [ must include so that

the literature of Kannada is well represented.

Your kind words are an encouragement to me.

264. Dacca (E.P.), 31-5-1957

Dear Sri Sitaramiah: When [ wrote to you last year, you
were kind enough to agree to send me a few poems of yours
in English translation. Since then I have sent you two or three
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letters bt 1 have not heard from vou. | would request you

again to send me a few poems of yours and to speak to some
budding Kannada writers on my behalf.

The task | have undertaken is arduous but the help | have
received from fellow-writers has been encouraging. However,
as the miscellany takes shape | am unhappy to note that
Kannada writers are poorly represented in it. V.K. Gokak and
D.R. Bendre are the only Kannada writers to have responded
to my appeal so far. Though a few more, including K.V.
Puttappa whom I met in Bangalore in January, have promised
me contributions, I have not received anything from them as
yet. I want to include at least six or seven Kannada writers
in the miscellany. 1 am particularly interested in Puttappa,
Narasimhachar, G.P.Rajarathnam, Masti Venkatesa Iyengar, A.
Sitaram, A.N. Krishna Rao and you.

I know that I am asking much of you when I request you
to speak to other writers on my behalf, but I feel that [ must
make every effort to ensure that Kannada writers are
adequately represented in the miscellany.

I would like to hear from you soon as I want to finalise
my plans for the miscellany early.

265. Lahore (W.P.), 5-12-1957

Dear Sri Sitaramiah : I am appealing to you again for your
help and cooperation in making the Indo-Pakistan miscellany
of contemporary writing I am compiling as representative as

’

possible.

I am most unhappy about the representation of Kannada
writers in the miscellany. The response from Kannada writers
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has been the poorest. 1 have not received anything from them

except for some translations which Prof. V. K. Gokak was
kind enough to send me.

The task of compiling this miscellany has been even harder
than 1 had at first thought it would be. However, the cooperation
I have received from fellow-writers has been sustaining. When
complete, the miscellany should be worth all my effort and the
help 1 have received from friends like you.

I would have completed the compilation part of the
miscellany long ago, if my aim had not been to make it as
representative as possible.

I do not want to bother you but you will appreciate that
I cannot fulfill my task without the whole hearted co-operation
of friends like you.

| want some poems from you and translations from others.

Please write to me soon. An early letter from you would
be an encouragement. Today happens to be my birthday. You
may take this as my birthday appeal. I would like to see the
miscellany in the market before my next birthday.

266. Dacca (E.P.). 10-4-1958

My dear Friend: Thank you very much for your letter of
April 5, which has just reached me. In fact I was writing
to you. It will be very kind of you if you send me two stories
of Ananda. As 1 have written to Sri. ANN. Moorthy Rao only
today, | have almost enough poems from Kannada, thanks to
you (This does not mean that I would not like to have more

poems). My worry now 1s Kannada prose. Except for the Masti
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story sent by vou and another sent by Sri VK.Gokak, | have
no Kannada Short stories. | want atleast three or four short
stories from Kannada wnters.

| find myself in a peculiar position. | have enough material
to bring out a two-volume miscellany. Yet | need more material
from some literatures; one of them is Kannada. I could, for
instance, bring out a collection of Bengali writers in English
more representative than "Gold And Green", edited by Humayun
Kabir. I may have to do it ultimately. I may have even to
devote a separate volume to Indian and Pakistani writers who
write in English. But I want material from Kannada writers.
You will understand my desire that the miscellany should have
a sense of balance.

[ am writing to Sri. A. Sitharam today.

You have been most kind and helpful. I do not know how
to thank you adequately. Your help is a great encouragement
to me.

267. ‘Dacca (E.P.) 16-11-1959

Dear Sri Sitaramiah: I owe you more than an apology for
not writing to you all these days. I hope you will forgive me.
I thought I would wait till I had something definite to say before
writing to you.

I sent a collection of 63 short stories to New Directions,
New York, in June. They were not sure whether they could
bring out such a big collection on their own and turned over
the material, with my permission, to the Asia Society, New York.
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| have heard from Mrs. Gown, Publications Director of the
Asia Society. She is very hopeful that a good anthology can
be brought out. 1 have sent her 32 more stories. [ am sending
the manuscript of the miscellany also to Allen and Unwin,
London, who have asked for it.

At first I thought of including poems in the miscellany. But
I have decided against this, because I think that they would
be lost in a big collection. I shall bring out a separate volume
of poems.

I am most thankful to you for your help and encouragement.
[ shall be writing to you again. It will be a pleasure to hear
from you.
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